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U.S. Department of Education

Newsletter Supporting Family, School and Community Engagement
A Voice for Parents
News From ED
Secretary DeVos Unveils Parents’ Guide to ESSA Flexibilities

On Oct. 4, Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos released a parent- and guardian-friendly guide to the important flexibilities in the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA).  The “Dear Parent” letter at the beginning of the publication, written in plain language, was released at a roundtable with parents, students, and educators in Mississippi as part of the secretary’s “Rethink School” tour. The guide, Understanding the Every Student Succeeds Act: A Parents’ Guide to the Nation’s Landmark Education Law, is available here.

                                                                                                                   

The guide includes a 19-slide presentation that highlights the different ways states and districts can meet the letter of the law. Along with the guide, a summary document highlights the options that ESSA provides to states and school districts, and a more technical document explains how ESSA’s flexibility can affect the way that states, districts, and schools meet the law’s requirements for academic standards, testing, and more. 

You can find these materials, along with all the other ESSA resources, here. To read supportive statements of others for the parents’ guide to ESSA flexibilities, click here.

BACK TO SCHOOL TOUR 
During the week of Sept. 14, 15 senior officials from the U.S. Department of Education took part in its “Back to School” tour, traveling to more than 40 states to highlight the administration’s key initiatives. ED’s officials also met with educators who are challenging the status quo and taking innovative approaches to student-driven learning. 

Tour stops included the following:  
      Assistant Secretary for Elementary and Secondary Education Frank Brogan visited 
      Ronald Reagan College Preparatory High School (also known as Ronald Reagan High School)

      in Milwaukee, learning about the school’s anti-bullying program.  He also visited 
      Purdue Polytechnic High School in Indianapolis, where he was briefed on the school’s teaching  
      and learning environment.  


Assistant Secretary for Special Education and Rehabilitative Services Johnny Collett 
traveled across New England, visiting schools focused on supporting all students, 
including those with disabilities.


      Assistant Secretary for Career, Technical, and Adult Education Scott Stump visited the 
      National Center for Aviation Training in Wichita, Kansas, to tour the facility, meet with 
      students and administrators, and participate in a roundtable discussion with students and 
      faculty.  


      Assistant Deputy Secretary for English Language Acquisition José Viana traveled to 
      Wyoming, visiting Afflerbach Elementary School, Johnson Junior High School, and South 
      High School in Cheyenne’s Laramie County School District.

 
      White House Initiative on Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCU) Executive 
      Director Johnathan Holifield traveled to Kentucky State University in Frankfort, and met with 
      HBCU presidents and students, business and industry leaders, and elected officials.  The 
      initiative also announced 63 students from 54 HBCUs who were selected as 2018 
      HBCU Competitiveness Scholars, its highest student recognition.  

     Dr. Andrea Ramirez, the Center for Faith and Opportunity Initiatives acting director, visited 
     schools across Texas, Arkansas, and Tennessee. On the third day of the tour, Dr. Ramirez visited 
     Wilson Central High School/Cumberland University, outside of Nashville, where she learned 
     about their private-public partnership regarding dual enrollment options for public, private, and 
     home-school students. She also visited Little Rock Christian Academy, where she witnessed 
     firsthand how school leaders are helping to Rethink School with apprenticeship options and K–
    12 STEM programs as they prepare students for the jobs of tomorrow. 


     During the week of Sept. 17, to extend the tour beyond the mainland, White House Initiative on      
     Educational Excellence for Hispanics Executive Director Aimee Viana visited Puerto Rico and the      
     U.S. Virgin Islands. 


Throughout the tour, senior officials, the Department, and local schools were using social media to share photos and notes about their stops. 

Unfortunately, due to the passing of her father-in-law, Secretary DeVos had to postpone her back-to-school tour plans.  She continued her tour at the beginning of October.  

Secretary DeVos went on a four-state tour that challenged local leaders, educators, and parents to rethink school. She kicked off the tour on Oct. 3, in Atlanta, Georgia, and Huntsville, Alabama. She had stops in Tuscaloosa, Alabama, and Lexington and Jackson, Mississippi. In Atlanta, she visited the Georgia Institute of Technology to learn about its innovative student programs and held a roundtable with students there on the newly launched myStudentAid mobile application. For students and families to apply for financial aid download the new mobile app from the Apple App Store or Google Play at iOS: https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/mystudentaid/id1414539145 or

Android: https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.fsa.mystudentaid.

In Huntsville, Secretary DeVos toured the Marshall Space Flight Center before visiting the U.S. Space and Rocket Center to observe its hands-on, out-of-the-classroom learning experiences for students. On Oct. 3, in Huntsville, Secretary DeVos  delivered remarks on her “rethink school” initiative, which highlights the importance of rethinking education in order to improve outcomes for students.

On Oct. 5, Secretary DeVos wrapped up her "rethink school" tour with visits to two New Orleans charter schools. She was joined by House Majority Whip Steve Scalise, a Republican who represents the state. The pair visited Edward Hynes Charter School and the New Orleans Military and Maritime Academy. The school visits mark the end of DeVos' four-state tour across the South, "challenging local leaders, educators and parents to rethink school."
G20 EDUCATION AND EMPLOYMENT MINISTERIAL MEETINGS

During the week of Sept. 3, Secretary DeVos traveled to South America. She visited schools in Chile and Argentina to learn about their approaches to career and technical education. She also led the U.S. delegation at the first-ever meeting of the Group of 20 (G20) Education Ministers and the first-ever joint meeting of G20 Education and Employment Ministers. Below are excerpts of the secretary’s speech to the education ministers. 

“This gathering provides an important opportunity to learn from each other, acknowledging the vital link between education and the economy.  … How we approach education must reflect the realities of today's economy … 

… Students must be prepared to anticipate and adapt. They need to acquire and master broadly transferrable and versatile educational competencies like critical thinking, collaboration, communication, creativity and cultural intelligence. 

Ultimately, … we … [must] … rethink education, and the 21st-century global economy requires that we do so. ‘Rethink’ means we question everything to ensure nothing limits a student from being prepared for what comes next.”

Please view the secretary’s remarks at the G20 Education Ministers Meeting. 

The  G20 Education Ministers' Declaration 2018  reaffirms the unique role of education as a key driver of fair and sustainable development. It acknowledges the need to place education “at the center of the global agenda” and underlines the importance of creating coordinated education and employment policies to address the future of work.  The secretary spoke to reporters in a conference call after the summit.  

National Center for Education Statistics Has Our Number When It Comes to the New School Year

The U.S. Department of Education’s National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) is the nation’s foremost authority on education facts and figures. According to NCES, there are a number of things — or, more accurately, numbers of things — that stand out about the new 2018–19 school year. For example, over 50 million students are projected to attend public elementary and secondary schools, and nearly 6 million will likely go to private schools across America. About 20 million students will attend U.S. colleges and universities, comprising around 11 million female students and nearly 9 million male students. Public schools will average one teacher for every 16 students, and about 3.6 million students are expected to graduate from high school. For further details on these statistics, and even more eye-opening numbers, see Back to School by the Numbers: 2018 or visit NCES’ website.
College- and Career-Ready
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The 2019–20 FAFSA® Form Is Now Available Via fafsa.gov Website and the New myStudentAid Mobile App

The 2019–20 Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) form is now available to students and parents to complete through the fafsa.gov website and the NEW myStudentAid mobile app.  The newly designed website and app make it easier for students and parents to apply for federal student aid via any device.  With fafsa.gov, students and parents can complete the FAFSA form on a mobile device with the same ease as on a desktop or laptop computer.  The new myStudentAid app can be downloaded in both the Apple App Store (iOS) and Google Play (Android), and used to perform such functions as completing the FAFSA form, viewing federal student aid history at myFederalLoans, and viewing and comparing information about schools via myCollegeScorecard.  StudentAid.gov will continue to be the primary resource for information on federal financial aid. 

Upcoming Webinars

Federal Student Aid regularly hosts webinars for students, parents, student loan borrowers, and college access professionals. So keep an eye on StudentAid.gov/events for upcoming webinars in October and November, and other events for students, parents, and borrowers; and watch the Get Training page on the Financial Aid Toolkit for Counselors FinancialAidToolkit.ed.gov/training to find webinars to enhance your professional development.
Missed a webinar? You can view the recording online
We understand that sometimes you can't watch a webinar live. To ensure you don't miss out on useful information, we have recorded all of our webinars and posted them at StudentAid.gov/resources#webinars. For webinars that cover topics just for college access professionals, please go to FinancialAidToolkit.ed.gov/resources.

Announcements and Resources for Families and Communities
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U.S. Department of Agriculture Provides Hurricane Florence Victims Needed Relief and Recovery Aid

On Sept. 21, as Hurricane Florence approached, U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue directed the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) to use all available authorities to ensure the security and safety of those in the path of the storm, and to aid victims in their recovery efforts. USDA staff in the regional, state, and county offices are actively responding, providing emergency response staffing and a variety of program flexibilities and other assistance to residents, agricultural producers, and impacted communities at large.

USDA has a host of programs to help. Visit USDA's disaster resources website to learn more about USDA disaster preparedness and response. For more information on USDA’s disaster assistance programs, please contact your local USDA Service Center. To find the local USDA Service Center, go to offices.usda.gov.
U.S. Department of Agriculture Provides Free Meals to North Carolina Children Affected by Hurricane Florence 

On Sept. 19, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced it is making it easier for North Carolina schools affected by Hurricane Florence to feed students during this time of great need. All students in affected disaster areas in North Carolina will now be able to enjoy free school meals provided by USDA’s National School Lunch Program through Oct. 26. This and additional measures will potentially benefit 31 school districts and over 284,000 children. For more information on Food and Nutrition Service’s assistance during times of disaster, visit www.fns.usda.gov/disaster.
U.S. Department of Agriculture Eases Program Rules for South Carolina SNAP Participants Impacted by Florence

On Sept. 20, the U.S. Department of Agriculture granted flexibility to allow South Carolina residents to replace food purchased with Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits that was lost due to power outages and flooding caused by Hurricane Florence. Over 185,000 impacted households in 26 counties now have until Oct. 15, 2018, to report food loss to the state and request replacement benefits. SNAP regulations normally require households to report food loss within 10 days of purchase. However, the state requested a waiver from USDA’s Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) to allow households additional time. 

FNS is ready to consider additional waivers and other actions that may be needed to help program participants who have lost food due to the disaster and to simplify the application process for affected households, upon request from the state. For more information on FNS assistance during times of disaster, visit www.fns.usda.gov/disaster.

National Institute of Food and Agriculture Invests in Research to Solve Critical Water Problems

On Sept. 20, the U.S. Department of Agriculture's (USDA) National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA) announced seven grants for research that will provide solutions to critical water problems across the United States. These awards were made through the Agriculture and Food Research Initiative (AFRI) Water for Food Production Systems Challenge Area. AFRI is authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and administered by USDA-NIFA. AFRI’s Water for Food Production Systems Challenge Area focuses on developing new technologies and strategic management tools that solve water quantity and quality, sustainable use and reuse, and farming practices challenges to conserve water. 

For information about the Water for Food Production grants visit NIFA’s website. To learn more about NIFA’s impact on agricultural science, visit www.nifa.usda.gov/impacts.
Consumer Financial Protection Bureau Promotes Financial Well-Being
The Consumer Financial Protection Bureau (the Bureau) has produced a consumer-driven definition of financial well-being, and a reliable and validated scale for measuring it. Through rigorous analysis of the results of a nationwide survey of U.S. adults, the bureau looked at associations between financial capability factors (such as financial knowledge, skill, and behavior), financial situation, and financial well-being. The bureau has released reports and tools, including a new financial skill scale that you can use in your work.
The Bureau holds webinars; watch them or read the transcripts. For Financial Education Exchange (FinEx) tools and resources, visit www.consumerfinance.gov/adult-financial-education. Resources include Pathways to financial well-being: The role of financial capability , online consumer tool on financial well-being, and Financial Skill Scale. 



For the Sake of the Child

The Military Child Education Coalition is introducing For the Sake of the Child, a new podcast series of conversations about the challenges military-connected children face as they navigate multiple education systems from birth through high school.  Visit https://militarychild.podbean.com/ for a list of podcasts and more information.
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National Alliance of Black School Educators Parent Summit
The 46th Annual Conference of the National Alliance of Black School Educators (NABSE) will host the 12th Annual Parent Summit Nov. 7, 2018, at the Baltimore Convention Center in Baltimore, Maryland.  More than 2,000 educators from across North America and beyond will attend.  The participants include supporters, superintendents, principals, school board members, education human resource professionals, deans, professors, education department heads, administrative and education support staff, teachers, parents, curriculum specialists, students, clergy, and individuals or representatives from organizations concerned about the education of all children. To register for the parent summit, click here.
[image: image7.jpg]Parent Teacher Home Visits

National Conference

Small Steps, Big Results
OCTOBER

oy @ onwas, Texas

UNITING A% THROUGH

TEACHERS AND FAMILIES RELATIONAL HOME VISITS [Pt fenty





The Parent Teacher Home Visit National Conference 

The Parent Teacher Home Visits National Conference was held at the Sheraton Dallas Hotel in Dallas, Texas, on Oct. 18–20, 2018. It was an opportunity to connect with home visit heroes and share best practices from diverse communities throughout the U.S. Participants included teachers, administrators, union and community leaders, parents and grandparents, students, and anyone seeking a deeper understanding and practice of family-school partnerships. 

The Office of Communications and Outreach works with state and local education agencies to empower parents with information to help them be full partners in the education and academic progress of their children. For more information, please contact Carrie Jasper at carrie.jasper@ed.gov, or call 202-401-1524.
Contributors: Adam Honeysett, Angelique N. Bey, Andrea Falken, Kelly Sprute, and Sam Ryan
Advisers: Karen Stratman and Macy Mount
Family, School and Community Engagement is written by Carrie Jasper.
To subscribe, unsubscribe or comment on this newsletter, please contact Parent@ed.gov. 

Family, School and Community Engagement can be found online at http://www2.ed.gov/news/newsletters/engagingfamilies/index.html
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