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News From ED

DeVos: Supreme Court Sends Clear Message That Religious Discrimination Cannot Be Tolerated
On June 26, the United States Supreme Court announced its ruling in Trinity Lutheran Church of Columbia vs. Comer, holding that the government may not deny a generally available benefit on account of an organization’s religious identity. Trinity Lutheran Church in Missouri applied for a state grant to resurface its playground and was ranked as a strong potential candidate for the program. The state of Missouri denied public funds to the church simply because it is a religious organization. After the ruling, U.S. Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos released the following statement: 

“This decision marks a great day for the Constitution and sends a clear message that religious discrimination in any form cannot be tolerated in a society that values the First Amendment. We should all celebrate the fact that programs designed to help students will no longer be discriminated against by the government based solely on religious affiliation.”

Secretary DeVos Hosts Title IX Listening Sessions
The secretary and senior Department officials have been engaged in ongoing discussions with students, parents, schools, advocacy groups and experts to learn about their experiences and hear their views on how the Department can best fulfill its obligations to protect students under Title IX.

On July 13, U.S. Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos convened a diverse group of stakeholders at the Department of Education to discuss the impact of the Department’s Title IX sexual assault guidance on students, families and institutions.  In three 90-minute roundtable discussions, the secretary met with 1) survivors of sexual violence; 2) students who have been falsely accused and disciplined under Title IX; and 3) representatives of education institutions and subject-matter experts.
Special Education News

Secretary DeVos Speaks at Office of Special Education Programs 2017 Leadership Conference
U.S. Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos spoke at the Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) 2017 Leadership Conference on July 17 in Arlington, Virginia. In her remarks, Secretary DeVos thanked Office of Special Education employees for their hard work, encouraged the audience to utilize the new Individuals With Disabilities Education Act’s website, and stressed the importance of providing assistance to children with special needs and their parents.
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Individuals with Disabilities Education Act’s New Website

Visit the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act’s (IDEA’s) new website.  The new site incorporates improved site navigation and design, expanded search options, audience-specific information and expanded content with streamlined resources (flyer). Please provide feedback on the IDEA site through the OSERS Blog.

Supporting Individuals With Disabilities
As required by law, the Department has issued annual determinations regarding states’ implementation of IDEA.  Each state was evaluated on key indicators under Part B (ages 3 through 21) and Part C (infants through age 2) and placed into one of the following four categories: meets requirements, needs assistance, needs intervention and needs substantial intervention.  Most fell into the first two groups.  A total of 22 states, the Federated States of Micronesia, and the republics of the Marshall Islands and Palau met requirements for Part B, while 28 states, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico met requirements for Part C.  No state needs substantial intervention.  IDEA identifies technical assistance or enforcement actions that ED must undertake for states that do not meet requirements.   

ED made determinations using both compliance and results data, giving each equal weight.  The Department’s accountability framework, known as Results-Driven Accountability, brings into focus education results and functional outcomes for children with disabilities while balancing those results with IDEA’s compliance requirements.  Protecting the rights of children with disabilities and their families is a critical responsibility of states, school districts and providers.  However, that is not sufficient if children are not attaining the knowledge and skills necessary to accomplish IDEA’s ideals: equality of opportunity, full participation, independent living and economic self-sufficiency. 

See where your state fell on the 2017 Determination Letters on State Implementation of IDEA fact sheet. Determination letters have been sent to the states, and they will be added online in the near future.

ED in the Community

ED’s Summer Reading Program
On July 12, Secretary DeVos kicked off the Department’s summer reading program at the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts in Washington, D.C.  This program is designed to encourage students to continue and stay actively engaged in learning while on summer break.  Students in attendance had the opportunity to read with the secretary, explore the Kennedy Center and enjoy a private concert by high school students in the Kennedy Center’s Summer Music Institute. The secretary will host additional educational activities throughout the summer.

Craig Melvin Interviews Secretary DeVos
NBC News’ Craig Melvin sat down with Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos for her first network news interview. He also hosted a segment on charter schools featuring Boys Latin of Philadelphia Charter School, an all-boys high school in West Philadelphia. Watch the segments on “Sunday Night with Megyn Kelly.” 

College and Career Ready

[image: image5.png]US. DITARTMENT OF EDUCATION

FEDERAL STUDENT AID




Federal Student Aid Partnership Spotlight  

Visit the Federal Student Aid (FSA) Partnership Spotlight, which showcases and celebrates best practices of the agency’s financial aid partners.  Currently, the site features AGUILA Youth Leadership Institute, Inc., in Phoenix, Arizona; the Office of the State Superintendent of Education in Washington, D.C.; and Milwaukee Public Schools.



From the Family Ambassador
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Parent Power
Philadelphia advocacy group Parent Power celebrated another school year of parent support by starting the summer break with a barbeque at Panati Recreational Center in North Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on June 30, 2017.  Guests included program parents and their children; school reform commissioners Estelle Richman, Joyce Wilkerson and Christopher McGinley; the Philadelphia school system superintendent, Dr. William Hite, and his staff; and ED Family Ambassador Frances Frost.  Parent Power is led by its founder and former member of the Philadelphia School Reform Commission, Sylvia Simms.

The commissioners applauded the parents for being involved in their children’s education and solving problems in schools.  Wilkerson emphasized the importance of parent input in education and stated that “if we don’t get education right, all other decisions don’t matter.”
Frost asked the parents what they wanted for their children. One mother, who encapsulated many of the others’ feelings, responded that she didn’t want her child to be one of the urban “statistics.” The mother said that she wanted her daughter to do well in school so that she would be judged not as a negative stereotype of a young, black inner-city girl but, instead, by her education, skills and talents. This lead to a discussion of parents being engaged in schools in meaningful ways and helping their children learn throughout the summer months. 
Parent Power’s summer learning program helps prevent the learning loss associated with “summer slide” due to time away from an academic environment.  It includes a daily schedule for a five-week session, including academic enrichment, lunch and play activities.  The program is supported in part by business owners in the area who recognize that they are investing in their future by investing in children. 

As you plan for the new school year, think about how you can encourage and support family engagement in your school and community to improve student outcomes.



News From Schools, Communities and Families
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Fathers Explore STEM Standards at the Children’s Museum of Stockton
The Stockton Unified School District (SUSD) (California) Parent Empowerment held a special workshop in May 2017 as an opportunity for dads to get involved with their children. Nearly 100 SUSD parents, including not only fathers but also mothers, grandparents and students from schools all over the district, took a Next Generation Science Standards class at the Children's Museum of Stockton. 

SUSD science curriculum specialist Ryan Sedillo led the group through hands-on experiments designed to teach families what to expect in science instruction for their elementary students and, just as important, to give fathers and families a chance to come together and bond with their children in a learning setting. "This is the best thing to do tonight," said Jesus Garcia, who brought his grandson, LaRay Robertson Jr., a student at Primary Years Academy, to the event. "This is just the kind of thing we all need to do more often."

In November 2016, via another opportunity for fathers to become engaged in their children’s lives, SUSD fathers participated in do-it-yourself projects at Home Depot based on a science, technology, engineering and mathematics curriculum. These hands-on projects are also examples of activities parents can engage in over the summer to help their children avoid the summer slide.
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The Josie Armendariz Annual Award—Parents Honored for Hours Served
Stockton Unified School District (SUSD) (California) celebrated its 33rd annual Volunteer/Parent Recognition Awards Ceremony. Eighty-eight parents were acknowledged and honored for their 16,171 volunteer hours.  These individuals, in partnership with school staff, have enhanced the academic environment in their schools. 

The Josie Armendariz Annual Award went to Silvia Perez, who volunteered 940 hours at Taylor School.  Perez is known for going above and beyond for the students, school and surrounding community as a strong motivator.  Her volunteer activities included translating the school’s monthly newsletter from English to Spanish, providing child care for parents who attended English Learning Academy classes, helping with yard-duty supervision of students in grades K–three, helping out in the Family Center, running the weekly Parent Café and being a parent advocate.  She was and is an invaluable asset to her school, community and family.  The school and district are all grateful to have her on their team.  

For more information about the STEM activities for fathers or the Josie Armendariz Annual Award, contact Kennetha Stevens, parent empowerment coordinator, Stockton Unified School District, at KStevens@stocktonusd.net, or Kim Romena, administrative assistant, at kromena@stocktonusd.net, or call 209-933-7470, ext. 2228. 

Parent Involvement Recognition Awards
ED’s Family, School and Community Engagement newsletter wants to feature parents and/or guardians who are actively engaged in their child’s school. In order to be featured, a parent must have been state-recognized for involvement in her or his child’s school.  If your state or district has a program that acknowledges parents and/or families for their school involvement, please email Carrie Jasper at carrie.jasper@ed.gov.
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National Blue Ribbon Schools
This newsletter will continue to highlight Blue Ribbon Schools that engage parents to help every child achieve academic success.

Midway Elementary School
Midway Elementary School (MES) in Southeast Blackshear, Georgia, nurtures strong relationships between parents, the community and schools by working together to provide a quality education for all students.  MES extends invitations to parents and others to become active mentors and/or volunteers and establishes vital community partnerships. The volunteers and mentors directly assist teachers with classroom needs.  To increase parent involvement, MES has a system-wide coordinator, who serves as a liaison between families and MES.  She confers with school administrators, parents and teachers to establish and maintain ongoing parent activities that support academic goals. MES surveys the parents to find out how to improve communication and instruction at the school.  An administrative team reads the surveys and incorporates their ideas to make parent-suggested changes at the school level. In addition, an active school council comprising parents, business members and teachers serves as an advisory board for the school and has some decision-making opportunities.  For more information, contact Walker L. Todd at 912-807-0084, or visit http://mes.pierce.k12.ga.us. 



Family Engagement Events and Opportunities

ED’s 2017 Family Forum 

Join us at the U.S. Department of Education on Oct. 23, 2017 for ED’s 2017 Family Forum.  

Parents, educators, students, faith-based and community representatives will come together to talk about the things that matter most to them. The event is free and open to the community. For more information, visit http://www.ed.gov/family-and-community-engagement.  


Announcements and Resources for Families and Communities
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U.S. Department of Education Green Ribbon Schools, Districts and Postsecondary Institutions Recognized; 2017 Green Strides Tour Announced
Forty-five schools—39 public schools (including one charter and five magnet schools) and six private schools—and nine districts were honored on July 19. They received District Sustainability awards for their exemplary efforts to reduce environmental impact and costs, promote better health and ensure effective environmental education. Forty-four percent of honorees serve a disadvantaged student body, 14 percent are rural, and three schools are community and career and technical colleges.  In addition, nine colleges and universities were honored with Postsecondary Sustainability awards.

Director of the Campaign for Environmental Literacy James L. Elder, Director of the Center for Green Schools at the U.S. Green Building Council Anisa Heming, ED’s Assistant Secretary for Management Holly Ham, and National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Education Director Louisa Koch congratulated the awardees on their achievements at a ceremony in Washington, D.C. 

View the list of all selected schools, district and postsecondary institutions, and summaries of each of the 63 honorees.  More information on the federal recognition award can be found here. Resources for all schools to meet the award criteria can be found here.

2017 Green Strides Tour
Assistant U.S. Secretary of Education for Management Holly Ham also announced the 2017 Green Strides Tour on the theme “Taking Learning Outside.”  This year’s tour will take place in Georgia this September, and spotlight outdoor education in its many forms. 

High School Issue Briefs
On July 10, the U.S. Department of Education released two issue briefs on strategies that high schools may use to help at-risk students stay in school and graduate. Based on a national survey of high school principals, the briefs provide information about the prevalence and the characteristics of key dropout prevention strategies for students who might need extra support in school. The two briefs focus on two services high schools offer

(1) case management through a social worker or school professional who advises students and connects them to services that address their academic and nonacademic needs; and

(2) social services that can address an immediate student need outside of the classroom, such as health care, mental health care and assistance with transportation, shelter or clothing.
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Six Keys to Engaging Families in ESSA 
The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) provides a unique opportunity for parents and families to give their input and to hold states and districts accountable for their children’s educational experience.  

Though parents are essential partners in education, they haven’t always been included at the decision-making table. This has caused confusion, mistrust and backlash when new initiatives— whether at the federal, state or local level—have been considered and implemented.  

National PTA has identified six critical ways states, school districts and schools should be engaging parents and families as part of ESSA (or any new education initiative).  These are 1) representation, 2) transparency, 3) equity, 4) information, 5) accessibility and 6) feedback. For more information and a rubric to evaluate your state, visit www.pta.org/essa. 
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Fourteenth Teacher Leadership Summit  
Teach to Lead will be hosting the 14th Teacher Leadership Summit in Austin, Texas, Sept. 22–24, 2017.  The summit will bring teacher leaders and other stakeholders together to collaborate, problem solve, and develop action plans to benefit students and schools. Teams must contain at least one practicing classroom teacher, and idea submissions can address any perceived area of need in schools.  
Idea Submissions
Ideas can focus on addressing any area of need or problem in schools identified by a team.  However, all submissions MUST

· allow for teachers to lead without leaving the classroom and utilize their professional experience and expertise;
· leverage collaboration among multiple stakeholders;
· consider viability of the local context and sustainability over time;
· demonstrate potential for measurable progress over time; and
· focus on change at the school, district, state or national level.

Ideas may be functioning at any stage of development. For example, they can be 

· an emerging idea requiring input and/or buy-in from stakeholders;
· a recently launched idea being developed in collaboration with recruited stakeholders; or
· a mature idea that has been implemented and is ripe for improvement or expansion.
The deadline for idea submissions for the Austin Teacher Leadership Summit is Aug. 9, 2017.  For more information and to register, click here.

	The Office of Communications and Outreach works with state and local education agencies to empower parents with the information to help them be full partners in the education and academic progress of their children. For more information, please contact Carrie Jasper at carrie.jasper@ed.gov or call 202-401-1524.
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“Family, School and Community Engagement” is written by Frances Frost and Carrie Jasper.

To subscribe, unsubscribe or comment on this newsletter, please contact Parent@ed.gov. 

“Family, School and Community Engagement” can be found online at http://www2.ed.gov/news/newsletters/engagingfamilies/index.html. 

Note: This document contains information about and from public and private entities and organizations for the reader’s information. Inclusion does not constitute an endorsement by the U.S. Department of Education of any entity or organization or the products or services offered or views expressed. This publication also contains hyperlinks and URLs created and maintained by outside organizations. They are provided for the reader’s convenience; however, the Department is not responsible for the accuracy of this information. 



	

	

Update your subscriptions, modify your password or email address, or stop subscriptions at any time on your Subscriber Preferences Page. You will need to use your email address to log in. If you have questions or problems with the subscription service, please contact subscriberhelp.govdelivery.com.
This service is provided to you at no charge by U.S. Department of Education.


This email was sent to Email Address by U.S. Department of Education · 400 Maryland Ave · Washington DC 20202 · 800-USA-LEARN






