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U.S. Department of Education

Newsletter Supporting Family, School and Community Engagement
A Voice for Parents
News from ED
Education Appropriations
On May 23, President Trump submitted his Fiscal Year 2018 budget request to Congress, laying out a series of proposals and priorities designed to ensure every student has an equal opportunity to receive a high-quality education. For the Department of Education, the President is requesting $59 billion in discretionary funding, a decrease of $9 billion -- or 13% -- below the Further Continuing Appropriations Act, 2017 level (see fact sheet).
There are five major themes in the budget:

· Creating New Education Options through School Choice (blog post)

· Maintaining Support for the Nation’s Most Vulnerable Students (blog post)

· [image: image1.emf]Simplifying Funding for Postsecondary Education (blog post)

· Building Evidence around Educational Innovation
· Streamlining Existing Programs
Helpful resources online are a press release, the budget summary, and the PowerPoint presentation used in the in-person stakeholder briefing.
On June 6, Secretary DeVos testified before the Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education on the President’s budget request (opening statement and video).

ESSA Updates

On June 13, the Department provided initial feedback to three states -- Delaware, Nevada, and New Mexico -- that submitted state plans under the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) on or before April 15.  The other 13 states and District of Columbia that submitted state plans on or before May 3 will receive feedback in the coming weeks.

States received notes from external, independent peer reviewers, as well as specific information from Department staff about changes needed to ensure they are fully meeting the requirements of the statute.  Providing a preliminary determination letter and peer feedback is an opportunity for the agency to work with states, offering technical assistance to help improve outcomes for students.

Parents and community stakeholders can check their local state department of education’s website for information about their own state’s plans for ESSA implementation. This is the public’s opportunity to read about education plans in their respective states and to consider how these plans may affect their own children and local schools. 
Special Education News
DeVos Announced Hiring Deputy Assistant Secretary for Special Education and Rehabilitative Services

On June 6, U.S. Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos announced the hiring of two additional senior staff members to the Department. Kimberly Richey will be the Deputy Assistant Secretary for Special Education and Rehabilitative Services, Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services and Adam Kissel will be the Deputy Assistant Secretary for Higher Education Programs, Office of Postsecondary Education.

[image: image11.png]US. DITARTMENT OF EDUCATION

FEDERAL STUDENT AID



IDEA New Website

Visit IDEA’s new web site.  The new site incorporates that input, with improved site navigation and design, expanded search options, audience specific-information, and expanded content with streamlined resources (flyer). Please provide feedback on the IDEA site through the OSERS Blog.

Parent Tool Kit -- One of the Resources on the New Website

Tool Kits are compilations of resources and information highlighting evidence-based and promising practices, skills and interventions in a particular area. The Tool Kits are developed and compiled to provide information to practitioners, families, and other stakeholders involved in improving outcomes for children with disabilities.

The archived Tool Kits are available here as a resource for relevant tools and information.

New Tool Kits are being developed and will be added as they become available.

ED in the Community
Visit in Wisconsin
On June 13, President Trump, Ivanka Trump, Secretary Acosta, and Secretary DeVos visited Waukesha County Technical College in Pewaukee, Wisconsin.  They toured classrooms and a manufacturing center and held a roundtable discussion with students and instructors (President’s remarks).
Challenging the Charter Community

Secretary DeVos delivered the keynote address at the National Charter School Conference on June 13.  She celebrated charters’ success, but warned the community not to “become the man.”  

College and Career Ready
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IRS Data Retrieval Tool 
On June 2, the Department announced the IRS Data Retrieval Tool is now available for borrowers applying for an income-driven repayment plan.  Encryption protections have been added to the tool to further protect taxpayer information (press release).

On StudentLoans.gov, borrowers can apply to repay their eligible Direct Loan Program and/or Federal Family Education Loan (FFEL) Program loans under one of four income-driven repayment plans -- Pay as You Earn, Revised Pay as You Earn, Income-Based Repayment, and Income-Contingent Repayment -- for which they qualify.

Year Round Pell Grants Provide Increased Flexibility for Students 

On June 19, Secretary DeVos announced Year Round Pell grants will be available to students beginning July 1, 2017. This policy change will ensure hundreds of thousands of college students have the resources needed to finish their coursework in a timeframe that meets their individual needs.    

This change in the Federal Pell Grant Program will allow an eligible student to receive up to 150 percent of the student’s Federal Pell Grant Scheduled Award beginning with the 2017–2018 award year.  For more information about Pell Grants, see the FAFSA site.

From The Family Ambassador
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Launching Book-Rich Environments
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The Campaign for Grade-Level Reading (GLR), the National Book Foundation (NBF), the Urban Libraries Council (ULC), the U.S. Department of Education (ED) and the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) are joining forces to transform the nation’s public housing authorities (PHAs) into book-rich environments.

The Book Rich Environments (BRE) Initiative is a collaboration aimed to transform Public Housing Agencies (PHA) into book rich environments by bringing diverse, high quality books and other literacy tools into the hands of children and families living in HUD-assisted housing to improve literacy outcomes and ensure all young people, regardless of background, have the tools they need to reach their full potential. 
From Urban Libraries Council (ULC) – tips for local libraries:

         Libraries Expanding Summer Opportunities
         Libraries at the Center of Summer Learning and Fun
From Campaign for Grade-Level Reading (GLR):

         Summer Learning Loss Facts and Figures
From National Summer Learning Association (NSLA): (scroll down on their home page to find links to many research reports on summer learning)

         Tips for Parents
         Tips to Help You Plan for Summer Learning
         Summer Opportunity Action Toolkit
         National Summer Learning Day Resources for Communities
         Summer Slide Infographic
From National Center for Families Learning (NCFL):

         Camp Wonderopolis
For more information about the Book-Rich Environments, contact the Family Ambassador at ED, Frances Frost, frances.frost@ed.gov.  
Don’t fall down the summer slide

The long lazy days of summer – a welcome break from the regular school routine, but also the time when many students slip down the “summer slide.”  During those months out of school, students forget all about Langston Hughes and the Pythagorean theorem, and it takes them some time to regain what they lost when they return to school in the fall. Many children can lose up to two to three months of reading and math skills, most significantly in spelling and math computation.  

What measures can families and communities take to keep children in the summer? Here’s a few ideas,

· Read with your child. 
· Model good reading habits.  
· Find books that serve as “mirrors” and “windows.” Check online lists like Firstbook’s blog.

· Explore free or low-cost activities in your neighborhood. 
· Don’t forget math and science! 
· Visit your local library.  

Faith-based organizations and community partners offer resources and activities.

News From Schools, Communities and Families
Parent Brings Astronauts and Students Together With ISS Downlink
Timothy Dominick, Parent Involvement Matters Award (PIMA) parent from Cecil County and Senior Principal Mechanical Engineer for Orbital ATK (Alliant Techsystems) Missile Defense and Controls Division, put together an activity that involved astronauts in outer space, an International Space Station (ISS) Downlink at his child's school, Leeds Elementary located in Elkton, MD. Mr. Dominick, who works for American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics, planned a live link with the NASA space station for kids to speak with the astronauts on June 9th. To read more about the event go to https://www.nasa.gov/press-release/maryland-students-to-speak-to-nasa-astronaut-on-space-station. 
Parent Involvement Recognition Awards

ED’s Family, School and Community Engagement newsletter wants to feature parents and/or guardians who are actively engaged in their child’s school. In order to be featured, a parent must have been state-recognized for their involvement in their child’s school.  If your state or district has a program that acknowledges parents and/or families for their school involvement, please email Carrie Jasper at carrie.jasper@ed.gov.  
MELLFIN PIMA

Marie Rodriguez is the recipient of the first John Nelson Maryland English Language Learning Family Involvement Network Parent Involvement Matters Award (MELLFIN PIMA). 

Maria Rodriguez,  a Salvadoran immigrant, came to  the United States for  a better life and opportunities for her children.  Socioeconomic and cultural barriers made her reluctant about getting involved in her children's education. Frequent visits to Waverley Elementary and long face-to-face chats with the school's parent liaison proved to be eye­opening. Attending Frederick County Public School (FCPS) Family Involvement Title I Team (FITT)for two years Marie Rodriguez came to the realization that parental advocacy is integral to the educational process and how her engagement can make a positive impact  for all children. 
 To learn more about the MELLFIN PIMA, click here.  An article on FITT was in the June’s newsletter.
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National Blue Ribbon Schools
The newsletter will continue to highlight Blue Ribbon Schools that engage parents to help every child achieve academic success. 
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Walking into Jacob G. Smith, one immediately senses a warmth that welcomes parents and visitors. During conferences, parents are taught strategies to assist their children and provided a demonstration of resources available on our school website. PTA brings parents and staff together to involve parents in their children’s education. A partnership exists between parents, staff and community business members for the purpose of increasing communication, community involvement and parent education, which includes increasing the knowledge of the parents on how they can get involved with and support students’ academic growth. For more information contact Mr. Vernon Cole, principal, at vernon.cole@sccpss.com or call (912) 395-6530 and visit their website, http://internet.savannah.chatham.k12.ga.us/schools/jgs/default.aspx. 
Family Engagement Events and Opportunities

ParentCamp
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Save the Date for the U. S. Department of Education’s third parentcamp on October 23, 2017. The October ParentCamp will provide a platform for all parents to share their concerns and ideas for the academic success of all children. ParentCamp is an ”unconference” which allows parents, educators, and students to come together to talk about the things that matter most to them. The camps are free and open to the community.   For information about past ParentCamps at the Department of Education, go to http://www.ed.gov/family-and-community-engagement. 
Schedule of future ParentCamps:

Evansville, IN
hosted by Evansville Vanderburgh School Corporation
      Aug 26

Washington, D.C.    hosted by Tyler Elementary School             Sept 23

Considering having a ParentCamp in your school or community?  Go to http://www.parentcamp.org/ or https://www.ed.gov/family-and-community-engagement?src=rn for the ParentCamp tool kit and more information.  If your school or organization has a ParentCamp, ED wants to hear about it. Please share the information with Carrie Jasper at carrie.jasper@ed.gov.    
Write Stuff

On July 8, the National Archives in Washington D.C. will host a family day, the“Write” Stuff Festival held annually to engage and introduce young writers and illustrators to the importance of research, writing and storytelling.  The Institute of Education Sciences (IES ) and other government agencies, organizations and groups in partnership with the National Archives will distribute materials to parents, students,  and teachers on research and writing at the festival.  Representatives of IES will provide writing guides for teachers, handouts for planning and reviewing students’ writing for 8th and 12th grade, NAEP writing tips for students and you tube videos related to National Center for Education Research/National Center for Special Education Research/Small Business Innovation Research Program (NCER/NCSER/SBIR) writing portfolio. Also, IES will supply participants with information about ED/IES and its mission and resources.  For more information about NAEP and resources on writing, click here.  For more information about ”Write” Stuff Festival, click here.
Announcements and Resource for Families and Communities
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6 Keys to Engaging Families in ESSA 
The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) provides a unique opportunity for parents and families to give their input and to hold states and districts accountable for their children’s educational experience.  

Though parents are essential partners in education they haven’t always been included at the decision-making table. This has caused confusion, mistrust and backlash when new initiatives— whether at the federal, state or local level—have been considered and implemented.  

National PTA has identified six critical ways states, school districts and schools should be engaging parents and families as part of ESSA or any new education initiative.  The six critical ways are: Representation, Transparency, Equity, Information, Accessibility, and Feedback. For more information and a rubric to evaluate your state, go to www.pta.org/essa. 
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14th Teacher Leadership Summit  

Teach to Lead will be hosting the 14th Teacher Leadership Summit in Austin, TX, September, 22-24 2017.  

The Austin Teacher Leadership Summit will bring teacher leaders and other stakeholders together to collaborate, problem solve, and develop action plans to benefit students and schools. Teams must contain at least one practicing classroom teacher, and idea submissions can address any perceived area of need in schools. 
Idea Submissions
Ideas can focus on addressing any area of need or problem in schools identified by a team.  However, all submissions MUST:

Allow for teachers to lead without leaving the classroom and utilize their professional experience and expertise

Leverage collaboration among multiple stakeholders

Consider viability of the local context and sustainability over time

Demonstrate potential for measurable progress over time

Focus on change at the school, district, state, or national level

Ideas may be functioning at any stage of development. For example:

An emerging idea requiring input and/or buy-in from stakeholders;

A recently launched idea being developed in collaboration with recruited stakeholders; or

A mature idea that has been implemented and is ripe for improvement or expansion

The deadline for idea submissions for the Austin Teacher Leadership Summit is August 9, 2017.  For more information and to register, click here.
The Office of Communications and Outreach works with state and local education agencies to empower parents with the information to help them be full partners in the education and academic progress of their children. For more information, please contact Carrie Jasper at carrie.jasper@ed.gov or call 202-401-1524.
_________________________________________________________________

Contributors: Aba Kumi, Adam Honeysett, Kristen Kushiyama, Carrie Terry, Elaine Venard, Donna A Quatman-Wilder, and Barbara Scherr
Adviser: Monique Chism 
“Family, School, and Community Engagement” is written by Frances Frost and Carrie Jasper.
To subscribe, unsubscribe or comment on this newsletter, please contact Parent@ed.gov. 

“Family, School and Community Engagement” can be found online at http://www2.ed.gov/news/newsletters/engagingfamilies/index.html
Note: This document contains information about and from public and private entities and organizations for the reader’s information. Inclusion does not constitute an endorsement by the U.S. Department of Education of any entity or organization or the products or services offered or views expressed. This publication also contains hyperlinks and URLs created and maintained by outside organizations. They are provided for the reader’s convenience; however, the Department is not responsible for the accuracy of this information. [image: image6][image: image7][image: image8][image: image9][image: image10]
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