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U.S. Department of Education

Newsletter Supporting Family, School, and Community Engagement
A Voice for Parents
News From ED
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ED Releases Pay for Success Toolkit 

The U. S. Department of Education wishes to announce the release of a new resource, the Pay for Success (PFS) Toolkit: Considerations for State and Local Leaders.  The toolkit is available on the PFS web page. The toolkit, released on Oct. 23, is intended to serve as an introductory guide for state and local governments and other stakeholders that are interested in exploring the possibility of a PFS project for education or other related societal issues.  Read more here.

Secretary DeVos Announces All Fall State ESSA Plan Submissions Complete, Ready for Peer Review

On Oct. 17, U.S. Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos announced that the consolidated state plans submitted by 34 states and Puerto Rico under the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) to meet the fall submission deadline were found to be complete and ready for peer review. Read the full announcement here.
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Secretary Betsy DeVos Announces 2017–18 School Ambassador Fellows
On Sept. 29, U.S. Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos announced the U.S. Department of Education's 2017 cohort of School Ambassador Fellows. This year’s cohort includes four teachers, one principal and one counselor.  Read more here.

New Appointments

U.S. Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos announced new appointments at the U.S. Department of Education: Michael Wooten as deputy assistant secretary and acting assistant secretary for career, technical, and adult education, and Leonard Haynes as senior advisor to the under secretary of education. The secretary also appointed six leaders to the National Assessment Governing Board. The White House announced that technology entrepreneur Jonathan Holifield will lead the White House Initiative on Historically Black Colleges and Universities as executive director.
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Stem and Computer Science

On Sept. 25, President Trump signed a presidential memorandum to establish high-quality STEM education, with a particular focus on computer science, as one of the Department of Education’s priorities in developing a new generation of American workers. Secretary DeVos joined students for the special signing ceremony in the Oval Office (President’s remarks and video). At least $200 million a year will be devoted in grant funding toward this priority (View fact sheet).

U.S. Department of Education Announces Hurricane Flexibility Guidance
As part of its ongoing work to aid hurricane relief efforts, on Sept. 22 the Department of Education released new non-regulatory guidance to help Department grantees and program participants remove barriers to restoring teaching and learning environments. To view the Non-Regulatory Guidance on Flexibility and Waivers for Grantees and Program Participants Impacted by Federally Declared Disasters, click here.
Every Student Succeeds Act Update

On Sept. 21, the secretary announced the approval of Massachusetts’ consolidated state plan under the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) (press release). Meanwhile, with the exception of Alabama and South Carolina, which received hurricane-related extensions, all remaining states and Puerto Rico have submitted their state plans to the Department.
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Special Education News
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act’s New Website

Visit the new Individuals with Disabilities Education Act's (IDEA’s) website. It incorporates input from parents, educators, and experts with improved navigation and design, expanded search options, audience-specific information, and additional content with streamlined resources (flyer). Please provide feedback on the IDEA site at the OSERS Blog.
ED in the Community 
Title IX Enforcement
On Sept. 22, building on her earlier remarks regarding the Department’s commitment to protecting all students from discrimination, Secretary DeVos announced new, interim guidance for schools on how to investigate and adjudicate allegations of campus sexual misconduct under federal law. In the meantime, the “Q&A on Campus Sexual Misconduct” explains the Department’s expectations of schools under Title IX regarding sexual misconduct. The agency will also continue to rely on its “Revised Sexual Harassment Guidance,” which was informed by a public comment process and issued in 2001, and its “Dear Colleague Letter on Sexual Harassment,” issued in 2006. The Department is however withdrawing its “Dear Colleague Letter on Sexual Violence” issued on April 4, 2011, as well as the “Q&A on Title IX Sexual Violence” issued on April 29, 2014.
College- and Career-Ready
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The 2018–19 FAFSA® Form Is Here!
The 2018–19 FAFSA cycle began on Oct. 1. The application is available until June 30, 2019—but be sure to remind students that some funds are limited, so it’s a good idea to apply as soon as possible. 
Tell students to apply at fafsa.gov.

#Ask FAFSA
The last Wednesday of each month, FSA holds office hours on Twitter @FAFSA from 5 to 6 p.m. ET. Participants can submit questions using #AskFAFSA, and subject-matter experts will answer questions live during the event. The schedule of dates and topics is here, and previous #AskFAFSA live chats are captured here.
From the Family Ambassador
[image: image5.jpg]



Perez Elementary School

Family Ambassador Frances Frost met with staff and parents at Perez Elementary School, named in honor of Lance Corporal Nicholas S. Perez, who gave his life in service to his country. The principal and staff emphasize the necessity of developing trust between the school staff and parents. Parents are invited to come to class for the first 30 minutes of the day so that they can gain an understanding of what their children will be learning and their experience in school. For more information about the school’s outreach to parents and families, contact Principal Kara Mitchell-Santibanez at kara.mitchell-santibanez@austinisd.org or call 512- 841-9106.
News From Schools, Communities, and Families
Parent Involvement Recognition Awards

ED’s Family, School, and Community Engagement newsletter features parents and/or guardians who are actively engaged in their child’s school and have been recognized by their state for their involvement. If your state or district has such a recognition program, please email Carrie Jasper at carrie.jasper@ed.gov.
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Lenape Regional Honors Parents for Their Volunteerism 

The Board of Education of the Lenape Regional High School District (LRHSD) (New Jersey) honors parents, who lead by example to bring the school, home, and community closer together as friends, neighbors, and partners. This year parent volunteers John Doulong, Michelle McCarty, Lisa Michaud, and Dori Ziomek   were recognized by the board.  Read about them and their contributions in the link above. For more information about the recognition program, please contact Matthew Webb, director of programs and planning of the Lenape Regional High School District, at 609-268-2000. 
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National Blue Ribbon Schools
During the week of Sept. 29, via video, Secretary DeVos announced the 342 schools that won 2017 National Blue Ribbon Schools awards. The Blue Ribbon Schools program honors public and private elementary, middle, and high schools where students perform at the highest levels or where progress is being made on closing achievement gaps among student subgroups. All schools will be honored at a ceremony in Washington, D.C., on Nov. 6 and 7. View all of the winning school profiles and applications here.
Family Engagement Events and Opportunities
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ED’s 2017 ParentCamp
ParentCamp: Informed Families Thrive—Equipping Middle and High School Students for Success 

On Oct. 23, parents, students, educators, and faith-based and community representatives shared education-related experiences, concerns, and solutions at the fifth ParentCamp held at the U.S. Department of Education. The focus of the event was to equip participants with information that would help parents, families, and caregivers make informed decisions about their children’s education.
Announcements and Resources for Families and Communities

National Military Family Appreciation Month

Each year the president signs a proclamation declaring November Military Family Month to recognize and honor military families for their daily contributions and sacrifices in support of the military and our nation. A month-long celebration in which the Department of Defense and the nation formally acknowledge U.S. military families stationed around the world.  
                        
Families are the force behind the force.
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Veterans Day 

Veterans Day is observed on Nov. 11 each year. The holiday honors and gives thanks to all the men and women who have served and are serving in the U.S. armed forces.  Ceremonies are held across the country to honor veterans, one of which is the Veterans Day National Ceremony held at Arlington National Cemetery, where the president of the United States places a wreath on the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.  Consider ways to honor our veterans.
Universal Children’s Day
Nov. 20 is the United Nations Universal Children's Day, which aims to create international fraternity, understanding among children across the globe, and improved child welfare. The holiday's secondary purpose is to promote the objectives and ideals of the Declaration of the Rights of the Child and the Convention on the Rights of the Child through activities and awareness.
U.S. Department of State Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs Scholarships to Study Abroad
The U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs offers scholarships to high school students (ages 15–18) to study abroad for one academic year. International exchange programs give students the opportunity to establish long-lasting ties with people around the globe, promote mutual understanding, learn a new language, and develop global leadership skills. Previous language study is not required. 

CONGRESS-BUNDESTAG YOUTH EXCHANGE PROGRAM 
Application for 2018–19 school year:       Opens Sept. 5, 2017–Closes Dec. 11, 2017   
Scholarships Available: 250  
Learn German   
Visit http://www.usagermanyscholarship.org/ to learn more. 
KENNEDY-LUGAR YOUTH EXCHANGE AND STUDY ABROAD   
Application for 2018–19 school year:       Opens Sept. 5, 2017–Closes Dec. 5, 2017  
Scholarships Available: 65   
Go to, Africa, Asia, the Balkans, or the Middle East    
Visit http://www.yes-abroad.org/ to learn more. 
NATIONAL SECURITY LANGUAGE INITIATIVE FOR YOUTH 
Application for 2018–19 school year:      Opens Aug. 25, 2017– Closes Nov. 2, 2017  
Scholarships Available: Approximately 670   
Learn Arabic, Indonesian, Hindi, Korean, Mandarin, Persian, Russian, or Turkish 
Visit http://www.nsliforyouth.org/ to learn more.

Prevent Childhood Obesity







One in three children in the United States is overweight or obese. Childhood obesity puts kids at risk for health problems. In honor of National Childhood Obesity Awareness Month, we encourage your family to make healthy changes together. Taking small steps as a family can help your child stay at a healthy weight.

Flu Season

Resources can be found at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) about the importance of getting the flu vaccination,  a digital campaign toolkit and partner resources, as well as  the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, easy-to-understand information on the flu and flu vaccines from Vaccines.gov and interactive maps to explore flu trends.  
Happy National Farm to School Month!

The Farm to School Grant helps communities increase access to local food in schools. Information on the grant is available at the following links: 
        Applications 
        Applicant Resource Page  
        Request for Applications on Grants.gov 
        Farm to School Grant Factsheet 
        Frequently Asked Questions 
        Grant RFA Webinar (webinar slides) 
        FY 2018 Request for Applications (RFA) (Spanish)
Deadline to apply: Dec. 8, 2017.
For more information, contact Mieka at farmtoschool@fns.usda.gov, or Anna Arrowsmith, grants officer, at anna.arrowsmith@fns.usda.gov or  703-305-2998.
First Look Report

The National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) released a new First Look report, Parent and Family Involvement in Education: Results from the National Household Education Surveys Program of 2016. The report contains information about various aspects of parent involvement in education, such as help with homework, family activities, and involvement at school. Read a blog post focused on home-schooling data from the report.
Internal Revenue Service Reminds Educators of Tax Benefits
As teachers, administrators, and aides have launched into their fall semester, taxes may not be at the top of their thoughts. However, knowing what to keep track of now can help reduce the burden at tax time. The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) reminds educators that three key work-related tax benefits may help them reduce what they pay in taxes: 

· claiming the Educator Expense Deduction (up to $250); or 
· for those who itemize their deductions, claiming eligible work-related expenses as a miscellaneous deduction on Schedule A; and/or 
· claiming various education tax benefits for their ongoing educational pursuits, especially the 

 HYPERLINK "https://www.irs.gov/individuals/llc?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=" Lifetime Learning Credit or, in some instances depending on their circumstances, the

 HYPERLINK "https://www.irs.gov/individuals/aotc?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term="  American Opportunity Tax Credit.   
To read more, click here. Also, check out IRS Reminds Parents, Students to Explore Education Resources on IRS.gov.
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Readiness and Emergency Management for Schools Technical Assistance Center 
Learn how K–12 schools and districts can better plan for recovery from emergency events and be ready for hazards and threats that may impact their school communities. The Readiness and Emergency Management for Schools Technical Assistance Center, on behalf of the Department’s Office of Safe and Healthy Students, hosted a webinar on these topics, "Using the Emergency Management Virtual Toolkit to Enhance K–12 Emergency Management Planning.” . 

The Office of Communications and Outreach works with state and local education agencies to empower parents with information to help them be full partners in the education and academic progress of their children. For more information, please contact Carrie Jasper at carrie.jasper@ed.gov, or call 202-401-1524.
_________________________________________________________________

Contributors: Aba Kumi, Adam Honeysett, Kristen Kushiyama, Lisa Cohen, Diana Huffman, Beckey Miller, Lance Hendrix, Laurie Konsella, and Christopher Schwab
Adviser: Lisa Ramirez 
Family, School, and Community Engagement is written by Frances Frost and Carrie Jasper.
To subscribe, unsubscribe or comment on this newsletter, please contact Parent@ed.gov. 

Family, School and Community Engagement can be found online at http://www2.ed.gov/news/newsletters/engagingfamilies/index.html
Note: This document contains information about and from public and private entities and organizations for the reader’s information. Inclusion does not constitute an endorsement by the U.S. Department of Education of any entity or organization or the products or services offered or views expressed. This publication also contains hyperlinks and URLs created and maintained by outside organizations. They are provided for the reader’s convenience; however, the Department is not responsible for the accuracy of this information. [image: image11][image: image12][image: image13][image: image14][image: image15][image: image16][image: image17]
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