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U.S. Department of Education

Newsletter Supporting Family, School, and Community Engagement
A Voice for Parents
News From ED
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For educators, families, and stakeholders with questions related to continuing and restoring education during recovery from hurricanes Harvey and Irma

ED Helpline: toll free at 1-844-348-4082 or by email at HarveyRelief@ed.gov
FSA Helpline: 1-800-4FED-AID (1-800-433-3243) or online at StudentAid.gov/hurricane-harvey
Secretary DeVos Visits Texas and Louisiana as Department of Education Continues to Aid Victims of Hurricane Harvey 
On Sept. 2, U.S. Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos joined President Trump, FEMA Administrator Brock Long, and other Cabinet members in Texas and Louisiana to visit with those impacted by Hurricane Harvey. The group toured the Hurricane Harvey Relief Center and met with members of the Texas and Louisiana congressional delegations to learn more about how to best assist those on the frontlines of the recovery effort.  Other attendees included first lady Melania Trump, Secretary of Housing and Urban Development Ben Carson, Secretary of Veterans Affairs David Shulkin, and Acting Secretary of Homeland Security Elaine Duke.
Department of Education’s Relief Actions
With actions planned for the near future, as need is identified specifically, the following actions have already been taken by the Department of Education to aid victims of Hurricane Harvey:

· On Friday, Aug. 25, 2017, the Department began contacting more than 200 colleges and universities located in areas likely impacted by Hurricane Harvey. The Department will continue to work with campus administrators at affected schools to provide resources and offer assistance.

· The Department published general guidelines for colleges whose operations are interrupted by a federally declared major disaster. They are available online at https://ifap.ed.gov/dpcletters/GEN1708.html. 

· Federal Student Aid (FSA) set up a responsive team to manage the correspondence, emails, calls, and other inquiries received from institutions. A database was developed to track and manage all contacts with schools and document any support needed to resolve claims/questions from impacted schools. General information for students and parents about disaster assistance was posted at StudentAid.gov/hurricane-harvey. 

· The Department directed federal student loan servicers to provide impacted borrowers flexibility in managing their loan payments during this time. Borrowers can contact their student loan servicer for more information, or call 1-800-4FED-AID (1-800-433-3243) to find out their servicer’s contact information.

· The Office of Elementary and Secondary Education (OESE) has granted Texas’ request for an extension for its ESSA plan submission. 

· OESE and the Office of Innovation and Improvement (OII) have reached out to their partners (state education agencies, school districts, charter school associations, and private schools) to inform them that the Department stands ready to offer technical assistance and, where applicable, flexibility around federal requirements and deadlines.
· OESE conducted a webinar on Sept. 7, 2017, for Texas local education agencies (LEAs) in the affected area on the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act. OESE will also conduct webinars on ED flexibilities as well as disaster resources that are available from other federal agencies.

· On Sept. 1, 2017, the OII team updated internal and external websites indicating that applicants from Hurricane Harvey-affected communities have the opportunity to submit grant applications for the Promise Neighborhood program later than the Sept. 5, 2017, deadline. 

· The Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services (OSERS) is coordinating with the Texas Division of Vocational Rehabilitation Services and Louisiana Rehabilitation Services on how best to provide services for those in need. 

The Department’s K–12 and higher education stakeholders who are seeking informational resources, as well as those seeking relief from Department-based administrative requirements, should contact the Department toll free at 1-844-348-4082 or by email at HarveyRelief@ed.gov.
Helping Families and Schools Recover in the Aftermath of Hurricane Harvey
On Sept. 7, OESE conducted a webinar for Texas LEAs in the affected area on the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act. The webinar included federal- and state-level presenters who provided an overview of key supports available to schools and to families through schools, in the aftermath of Hurricane Harvey. Presenters were Amy Banks, U.S. Department of Education; Christina Dukes, National Center for Homeless Education; Kelly Kravitz, Texas Education Agency; Jeanne Stamp, Texas Homeless Education Office; Tasha Anthony, Louisiana Department of Education; and a representative from FEMA’s Public Assistance Division. The topics included: 

· What should one expect now that the storm has passed? 

· What education rights and supports are available for students made homeless as a result of Hurricane Harvey? 

· What next steps can one take to help families and schools recover? 

· Where can one go for more information? 

To view the webinar, visit https://nche.ed.gov/web/s_p.php#rec_web and for handouts, go to https://nche.ed.gov/web/harvey-sept-2017.php. For additional information, visit https://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/essa/160315ehcyfactsheet072716.pdf.

Note: This information may also be helpful to those in the affected areas of hurricanes Irma and Maria to understand the resources and services available to students and schools.

Every Student Succeeds Act Update
The Secretary recently announced the approval of more consolidated state plans under the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). North Dakota (released Sept. 1) and Arizona (released Sept. 7) were among the 16 states and the District of Columbia to submit their plans by the early deadline of April 3, 2017.

Following are some of the unique elements from each state’s approved plan:
· Arizona allows elementary and middle schools to earn additional points in its accountability system for accelerating student achievement, including increasing student performance in math, decreasing the number of minimally proficient students, and boosting the performance of certain student subgroups and/or using an inclusion model for special education. Arizona also allows high schools to earn additional points in its accountability system for preparing students to be college- and career-ready, including students performing well in career-technical education (CTE) courses, passing college-level courses, earning an industry credential, and/or completing a work-based learning internship.

· North Dakota creates a “choice ready” framework that will measure how effectively schools are preparing students for success after high school, with the goal of having the state’s graduation rate and “choice ready” rate be the same.

State plans from the remaining states were due by the final deadline of Sept. 18, 2017.
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Special Education News
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act’s New Website
Visit Individuals with Disabilities Education Act's (IDEA’s) new website. The new site incorporates input from parents, educators, and experts with improved site navigation and design, expanded search options, audience-specific information, and expanded content with streamlined resources (flyer). Please provide feedback on the IDEA site at the OSERS Blog.
ED in the Community
Secretary Betsy DeVos Announces Rethink School Tour
U.S. Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos conducted her first back to school tour Sept. 12–15 to highlight the innovative and groundbreaking work happening in schools across America. The Rethink School Tour showcased creative ways in which education leaders are meeting the needs of individual K–12 and higher education students.  
The Rethink School Tour visited the following schools in Wyoming, Colorado, Nebraska, Kansas, Missouri, and Indiana:

· Woods Learning Center in Casper, Wyoming
· St. Stephens Indian High School Wind River Reservation in St. Stephens, Wyoming
· United States Air Force Academy in United States Air Force Academy, Colorado 

· Firefly Autism House  in Denver, Colorado

· Midland University in Omaha, Nebraska

· Nelson Mandela Elementary School in Omaha, Nebraska
· St. Mary’s Catholic School in Lincoln, Nebraska
· Lincoln Public Schools Science Focus Program in Lincoln, Nebraska
· Johnson County Community College in Overland Park, Kansas
· Kansas City Academy in Kansas City, Missouri
· Gary Middle College/21st Century Charter School in Gary Indiana
· Hope Academy in Indianapolis, Indiana
· Eastern Hancock High School in Charlottesville, Indiana
Throughout the tour, the Secretary, the Department, and local schools used the #RethinkSchool hashtag.
To view the list of sites visited, go to ED’s website.

U.S. Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos Delivers Major Policy Address on Title IX Enforcement
On Sept. 7, U.S. Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos delivered a major policy address on Title IX enforcement at George Mason University. The Title IX amendment protects students from discrimination in education institutions, ensuring that "No person in the United States shall, on the basis of sex, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any education program or activity receiving Federal financial assistance." Secretary DeVos spoke about acts of sexual misconduct on college campuses and the Department’s process for reviewing guidance on how institutions should handle such cases.  The event was livestreamed.  
College- and Career-Ready
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2018–19 Free Application for Federal Student Aid
In preparation for the release of the 2018-19 Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) form, the Department posted the blogs “3 FAFSA Deadlines You Need to Be Aware of” and “7 Things You Need Before You Fill Out the 2018-19 FAFSA Form.”

The Big Changes for 2017–18

Starting with the 2017​–18 Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®), the following changes have been put in place: 

· Students are now able to submit a FAFSA® earlier.  Students have been able to file a 2017–18 FAFSA since Oct. 1, 2016, rather than beginning on Jan. 1, 2017. The earlier submission date is a permanent change, enabling students to complete and submit a FAFSA as early as Oct. 1 every year. (There is NO CHANGE to the 2016–17 schedule. The FAFSA became available Jan. 1, as in previous years.) 

· Students now report earlier income information. Beginning with the 2017–18 FAFSA, students are required to report income information from an earlier tax year. For example, on the 2017–18 FAFSA, students (and parents, as appropriate) must report their 2015 income information, rather than their 2016 income information.   

· The table on the website provides a summary of key dates for the early FAFSA submission timeframe and reporting of earlier tax information. 

Click here for more information.

From the Family Ambassador
READ!  READ!   READ!

As students return to school, continue to encourage reading for learning as well as enjoyment.  Family reading can be a motivator and serve as a model for young students and teens.
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News From Schools, Communities, and Families
Parent Involvement Recognition Awards

ED’s Family, School, and Community Engagement newsletter wants to feature parents and/or guardians who are actively engaged in their child’s school. To be featured, a parent must have been state-recognized for involvement in their child’s school. If your state or district has a program that acknowledges parents and/or families for their school involvement, please email Carrie Jasper at carrie.jasper@ed.gov.
The 2017 Georgia Parent Leadership Awards
In January 2017 the Georgia Department of Education (GaDOE) and the Georgia Parent Teacher Association (GA PTA) recognized six parents from across the state during the sixth annual Georgia Parent Leadership Awards ceremony. The Georgia Parent Leadership Award was created by GaDOE and GA PTA to recognize parents for their outstanding leadership in creating a foundation of support for student achievement and success. 
Family engagement means that parents and families not only support students but also act as voices for every child. It is an honor to recognize parent leaders who have made a difference for their children and for many more through their dedicated work. Involved parents are an absolutely necessity to educators. The positive impact of an involved parent benefits the entire school.
The following six winners were chosen by public school personnel from among 37 nominations: 
· Darren Bagley-Heath, Isle of Hope K–8 School, Savannah-Chatham County Public School System

· Sarah Clark, Pooler Elementary School, Savannah-Chatham County Public School System

· Deidre’ Donaldson, New Hampstead High School, Savannah-Chatham County Public School System

· Lily Pabian, Elkins Pointe Middle School, Fulton County Schools

· Kathy Restel, Coastal Middle School, Savannah-Chatham County Public School System

· Antonio Wesby, Burke County Middle School, Burke County Public Schools
Winners of the 2017 Georgia Parent Leadership Award become one-year honorary members of the State Superintendent’s Parent Advisory Council and have opportunities throughout the year to provide their input on family and community engagement activities at the state level. Read more about the Parent Leadership Award winners and the Georgia Parent Leadership Awards program online.
For more information, contact Dawn Scott, family engagement specialist, at dscott@doe.k12.ga.us, or call 404-657-9962.
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National Blue Ribbon Schools
The newsletter will continue to highlight Blue Ribbon Schools that engage parents to help every child achieve academic success.
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Mount Bethel Elementary School
Mt. Bethel is a public elementary school serving kindergarten through fifth-grade students in Eastern Cobb County, Georgia.  Bethel parents set high expectations for students, teachers, and the community. Parents are actively involved—donating their time, energy, and financial support in abundance. The staff and community are welcoming, inclusive, and focused on an education based on what is best for all students.  

At Mt. Bethel, successful family engagement demonstrates the PTA’s six National Standards for Family-School Partnerships in the following ways:

· Welcome all families: Mt. Bethel holds meet and greets, welcome coffees, principal chats, an art show; hosts performances; facilitates a Cultural Celebrations of the World night; and ensures multiple opportunities for parents to engage in the community.  

· Communicate effectively with parents and students: Mt. Bethel strives to leverage multiple forms of digital communication between home and school .  

· Support student success: The school provides parents with the information and resources to provide students opportunities to write and perform in the arts.

· Speak up for every child: The school hosts and participates in multiple education forums in order to ensure that the community is aware of legislative priorities that may impact public education.  

· Share power: Parent input is included in all critical decision-making teams at the school.
· Collaborate with community: The school and neighboring sister schools partner and collaborate with local businesses.  

Mt. Bethel strives to continually provide opportunities for educators, administrators, parents, and students to be fully engaged in their school and community.  To learn more about these family engagement strategies, visit http://www.mtbetheles.com; or contact Ms.  Jessica Appleyard, principal at Jessica.Appleyard@cobbk12.org; or call 770-578-7248.
Family Engagement Events and Opportunities

ED’s 2017 Family Forum
Family Forum: Informed Families Thrive—Equipping Middle and High School Students for Success 

Parents, students, educators, and faith-based and community representatives are invited to talk and share experiences, concerns, and solutions in order to make informed decisions about their children’s education in a series of workshop sessions facilitated by ED staff and invited guests.
Day/Date/Time:   Monday, Oct. 23, 2017, 9 a.m.–1 p.m. 

Location:                  United States Department of Education
                                      Lyndon B Johnson Building, 

                                     400 Maryland Avenue, SW  

                                     Washington, D.C. 

Register!

Please register online by Friday, Sept. 29, 2017 COB. Seating is limited and attendees must register.  You must bring a government-issued photo ID in order to enter the Department as an expected guest for this event. The event is free and open to the community. For more information, visit http://www.ed.gov/family-and-community-engagement.  
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Parent Teacher Home Visits Conference 
Parent Teacher Home Visits (PTHV) provides a strategy to engage families, educators, and students in building relationships that promote student learning and help overcome barriers that can hinder effective partnerships. The organization’s annual conference, where best practices and resources with diverse educators and advocates from around the U.S. will be shared, is being held Oct. 26–27, 2017, in Sacramento, California. Topics for this year’s break-out sessions include assessment, building cultural capacity, attendance, immigration, and school climate. These subjects will all be presented in the context of PTHV’s empowerment model of family engagement, which was developed by parents and teachers and is described on the organization’s website. Registration is open now through Oct. 13 at www.pthvp.org. 
If you have questions, or would like to discuss bringing your team, call Gina Martinez-Keddy at (916) 448-5290,gina@pthvp.org or email her at .
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Announcements and Resource for Families and Communities
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Readiness and Emergency Management for Schools Technical Assistance Center Hosts a Webinar 
The Readiness and Emergency Management for Schools (REMS) Technical Assistance Center, on behalf of the Department’s Office of Safe and Healthy Students, hosted a webinar , Using the Emergency Management Virtual Toolkit to Enhance K-12 Emergency Management Planning, on how K–12 schools and districts can better plan to recover from emergency events and be ready for hazards and threats that may impact their school communities.  Visit the REMS website to view the webinar.

Read for the Record: Quackers

Read for the Record® is a national campaign that was launched over a decade ago by Jumpstart, an early education organization that helps children in under-resourced communities to develop the language and literacy skills they need to be successful in school and careers. Read for the Record® inspires adults to read with children, spurs policymakers and organizations to take action towards transformative change in early education, and puts books in the hands of more children across the country.
On Thursday, Oct. 19, children and adults all across the country will gather for the 12th annual Read for the Record to learn, laugh, and read this year's campaign book, Quackers, by Liz Wong. Sign up to participate at https://www.jstart.org/read-for-the-record/. 
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14th Teacher Leadership Summit

Teach to Lead hosted its 14th Teacher Leadership Summit in Austin, Texas, from Sept. 22–24, 2017. The Austin Teacher Leadership Summit brought teacher leaders and other stakeholders together to collaborate, solve problems, and develop action plans to benefit students and schools. 
The Office of Communications and Outreach works with state and local education agencies to empower parents with  information to help them be full partners in the education and academic progress of their children. For more information, please contact Carrie Jasper at carrie.jasper@ed.gov, or call 202-401-1524.
_________________________________________________________________

Contributors: Aba Kumi, Adam Honeysett, Kristen Kushiyama, Celeste Rodriguez, Gillian Cohen-Boyer, Carrie Rose , and Elaine Smith
Adviser: Monique Chism 
Family, School, and Community Engagement is written by Frances Frost and Carrie Jasper.
To subscribe, unsubscribe or comment on this newsletter, please contact Parent@ed.gov. 

Family, School and Community Engagement can be found online at http://www2.ed.gov/news/newsletters/engagingfamilies/index.html
Note: This document contains information about and from public and private entities and organizations for the reader’s information. Inclusion does not constitute an endorsement by the U.S. Department of Education of any entity or organization or the products or services offered or views expressed. This publication also contains hyperlinks and URLs created and maintained by outside organizations. They are provided for the reader’s convenience; however, the Department is not responsible for the accuracy of this information. [image: image8][image: image9][image: image10][image: image11][image: image12]
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