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Every Student Succeeds Act

Stay up-to-date on regulations, guidance, and other information on the ESSA – all information is available on the ESSA resources website.
Student’ Civil Rights in Education
ED’s Office of Civil Rights (OCR) released its FY 2016 annual report highlighting the challenges and achievements in protecting students’ civil rights to ensure they receive a high-quality education. According to the report, the number of new complaints filed last fiscal year skyrocketed to a record 16,720. OCR has resolved more than 66,000 civil rights cases during the Obama Administration, according to a second narrative describing progress made toward educational equity through strong civil rights enforcement.
Guidance on Civil Rights of Students with Disabilities

The U.S. Department of Education released three new sets of guidance in December 2016 to assist the public in understanding how the Department interprets and enforces federal civil rights laws protecting the rights of students with disabilities. These guidance documents clarify the rights of students with disabilities and the responsibilities of educational institutions in ensuring that all students have the opportunity to learn.

The guidance released on December 28, 2016 includes a parent and educator resource guide; a Dear Colleague letter (DCL) and question and answer document on the use of restraint and seclusion in public schools; and a DCL and question and answer documents on the rights of students with disabilities in public charter schools.

“These guidance documents share information with our full school communities – educators, parents, and students – about important educational rights, including school obligations to identify, evaluate, and serve students with disabilities,” said Catherine E. Lhamon, the Department’s assistant secretary for civil rights. “Vigilant attention to the rights of students with disabilities will help ensure fair treatment for every student and that every student has equal access to educational programs and has an opportunity to experience success.”

All guidance documents are available on the ED.gov website.

U.S. Department of Education Announces Six Winners of the 2016 Promise Neighborhoods Grant Competition

The U.S. Department of Education announced in December the six winners of the 2016 Promise Neighborhoods competition, which will award $33 million to help communities launch, scale, and sustain educational supports and community-based services to meet the complex needs of children and families. Read the complete list of 2016 grantees. For more information click here.
ED Announces First Teacher and School Leader Grant Competition
The U. S. Department of Education announced Dec 19 the first grant competition under the Teacher and School Leader (TSL) program to provide funding for states, districts, and nonprofit organizations to support, train, and reward excellent teachers and school leaders.  These grants will allow educators and school leaders to identify opportunities to improve their schools; create professional development and support systems that are tailored to educators’ individual needs; and help districts and schools attract and retain a diverse, effective workforce. TSL grants will help innovative districts make similar changes to their educator support efforts, particularly for those educators serving high-need students. Enabling our highest-need students to learn from our most effective educators is critical to student success. To learn more, click here.
Applications for the FY 2017 TSL competition opened Dec. 20, 2016, and are due on March 24, 2017. 
School Ambassador Fellows
The Department has announced the availability of the online application for the 2017-18 School Ambassador Fellowship. This program is designed to broaden the agency’s Teaching Ambassador Fellowship and Principal Ambassador Fellowship programs to allow other professional school personnel -- like counselors, librarians, parent liaisons, and assistant principals -- to apply. The goal is to create a cadre of outstanding educators to inform the work of the Department, while expanding their own knowledge and expertise as they participate in and help lead the national education dialogue. As in previous years, applicants may choose to apply as Washington Fellows -- a full-time appointment where fellows are based in residence at the agency’s headquarters in Washington, D.C. -- or as Campus Fellows -- a part-time appointment where fellows collaborate with the agency while maintaining their regular school responsibilities in their home communities. The application closes January 23, 2017, at 11:59 p.m. Eastern Time.
College & Career Ready

Financial Aid Tips for Parents
[image: image1]The FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) application for 2017-18 became available on-line on October 1 – months earlier than it has in past years.  Students will use earlier income information for their FAFSA® application.  For 2017-18, students (and parents, as appropriate) will report 2015 income information on their application.  Check out the blogpost for “5 Financial Aid Tips for Parents (from a Parent).”
See the Federal Student Aid site for more information about applying for financial aid.
 News from and about ED’s Family Ambassador  

The Father Effect

“A father is a son’s first hero and a daughter’s first love.” - Parenting Matters

In July 2016, The Academy of Sciences released its report, partially supported by the Department of Education, Parenting Matters: Supporting Parents of Children 0-8. The report reviews research on parenting practices and programs which have been successful in supporting parents, as well as suggests areas where greater work in parenting intervention is needed. One of the areas for improvement highlighted was the inclusion of fathers in parenting intervention programs, and perhaps more importantly, “starting with the expectation that they will participate.”

The Academies of Science convened interested parties in a follow-up to this report to talk specifically about supporting fathers in November 2016.  Representatives from stakeholders such as Health and Human Services, Virginia Department of Health, Campaign for Black Male Achievement, Harvard Medical School, and the Department of Education, gathered to discuss ways to better include and support fathers in parenting.  The importance of engaging fathers in school was also discussed at the NCFL Family Summit in October, as well as in initiatives from the National PTA.

Why this emphasis on fathers? Research supports that when nurturing fathers are involved in their children’s lives, children develop: 

· better linguistic and cognitive skills and capacities,
· increased academic readiness,
· more emotional security, and 

· better social connections with peers as they get older  

(source: The Father Effect, The National Academies of Sciences)

The initiatives and interest of these different stakeholder organizations and agencies, in various ways, encourages programs, schools, and organizations which support parents to make the effort to reach out to fathers, to invite them to bring their skills and interests to the organizations, to enhance their parenting skills, and to assist them in seeing the importance of fathers in the development of their children.

For more information, see the study on the National Academies of Science website.
News from Schools, Communities, and Families
For the past year this newsletter has highlighted schools, individuals, programs, states, and districts for the ways they engage families. 
As we close out 2016 and launch into 2017, let’s have a year of review of all  Effective Practices highlighted:

· Hatboro-Horsham High School, Mr. Dennis M. Williams Jr., principal of Hatboro-Horsham High School, Horsham, Pennsylvania 

· Graham Park Middle School, Maria Ramadane, Principal of Graham Park Middle School, Triangle, Virginia

· Family Institute, Sheila Jackson, Director of the Department of School Improvement, Prince Georges County Public School, Upper Marlboro, Maryland

· Southern University College, Dr. Louise Kaltenbaugh, New Orleans, Louisiana

· Becky Brown of Jefferson Parish School System in Louisiana, Becky Brown, principal (retired) Jefferson Parish School System, Harvey, Louisiana

· Beacon Heights Elementary School in Prince George’s County, MD, Lynne Stuewe, Principal, Riverdale, Maryland

· What Dad Does: the Importance of Being a Positive Role Model, Parents As Teachers, St. Louis , Missouri

· Daddying Program, Dr. Valaida Wise, Head of School, National Child Research Center Preschool (NCRC), Washington D.C. http://www2.ed.gov/news/newsletters/engagingfamilies/vol9-6.doc 

· Parent as Teachers, St. Louis, Missouri

· North Elementary School, Okeechobee, Florida
· Friday CAFÉ, CT State Department of Education

· Reaching Out to English Language Learners, Webster University, Kansas City Public Schools, and Kansas City Public Library, Kansas City, Missouri

· PAL Club and PAL Camp, Washington D.C. 

· The Georgia Parent Mentor Partnership, Georgia Department of Education
National Blue Ribbon Schools
The Department honored 279 public and 50 private schools November in Washington, D.C. for their exemplary work. For the past year the newsletter highlighted Blue Ribbon Schools that engage their parents to achieve academic success. 
Among them were:

· Seoul American Elementary School. Seoul, South Korea 
· Eura Brown Elementary School. Gadsden, Alabama 

· Kyrene Traditional Academy Sureno Campus, Chandler, Arizona

· Vistancia Elementary School,   Peoria, Arizona.

· KIPP STRIVE Academy, Atlanta, Georgia

· Liberty Corner School, Bernards Township, New Jersey

· Baton Rouge Magnet High School, Baton Rouge, Louisiana

· Drachman Montessori Magnet School, Tucson Unified School District, Arizon 
Family Engagement Events and Opportunities

ParentCamp

ParentCamp is a free “un-conference” that brings parents, caregivers, community leaders, educators, and children together to have conversations about how best to support students. It is an opportunity for those within the school communities – parents, teachers, students and community and faith-based representatives- to expand relationships, strengthen partnerships, share, network, and learn.

Upcoming ParentCamp:  Illinois


Glen Ellyn


Feb 4, 2017

Consider planning a ParentCamp in your community to discuss important issues in your schools.  Check out http://www.parentcamp.org/ for more information.  If your school or organization is planning to have a ParentCamp, we want to hear about it. Please share this information with Carrie Jasper (email carrie.jasper@ed.gov).
ANNOUNCEMENTS and RESOURCES for Families and Communities
The Big Read
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The National Endowment for the Arts’ (NEA) The Big Read, in its tenth year, provides Americans with the chance to read and discuss a single book within their communities.  Governments, libraries, school districts, colleges and universities, and non-profit organizations are encouraged to apply for one of an estimated 75 grants that will be awarded for programming occurring between September 2017 and June 2018.  The application deadline is January 26, 2017.  Besides the grant, communities will receive resources, including reader’s and teacher’s guides and audio guides with commentary from artists, educators, and public figures.  Communities will also receive publicity materials.

For this cycle, communities will choose from 28 selections (novels, short stories, memoirs, poetry, and books in translation), including 13 new titles.
Change to Family, School and Community Engagement newsletter




Your input is valuable -- 

A new look for a new year -- ED is changing the newsletter.  The Family and Community Engagement Team will also be sending out a brief survey of what you would like to keep and/or change about the newsletter. Please respond immediately upon receipt so you can see your changes implemented.

The Office of Communications and Outreach works with state and local education agencies to empower parents with the information to help them be full partners in the education and academic progress of their children. 
For more information, please contact Carrie Jasper at carrie.jasper@ed.gov or call 202-401-1524.
_________________________________________________________________

Contributors: Aba Kumi,  Adam Honeysett, and Dennis M. Williams, Jr. 
Advisors: Vicki Myers and Libby Doggett

Family, School, and Community Engagement is written and edited by Frances Frost and Carrie Jasper and designed by Barbara Julius of the U.S. Department of Education.
To subscribe, unsubscribe or comment on this newsletter, please contact Parent@ed.gov. 

Family, School and Community Engagement can be found online at http://www2.ed.gov/news/newsletters/engagingfamilies/index.html__________________________________
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