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In the aftermath of the Connecticut tragedy, the National PTA and the U.S. Department of Education have collaborated to apprise the community of what this administration is doing, what the PTA is doing and has done, what the U.S. Department of Education is doing, and what parents, teachers, and administrators can do to protect the children.  The collaboration has begun with a series of town hall meetings that will feature law enforcement personnel, parents, school safety experts, and psychologists. 
In Baltimore at Loch Raven High School Betsy Landers National PTA President and U.S. Department of Education Secretary Arne Duncan welcomed panelists: Bill Bond, School Safety Specialist with National Association of Secondary School Principals; James W. Johnson, Chief of Police for Baltimore Count;  Rita Lowman, President of Maryland PT; and Kelly Vaillancourt, Ph.D., NCSP, National Association of School Psychologists to discuss and respond to questions on school safety.     Parents, students and teachers posed questions to the panelists, Ms. Landers, and Secretary Duncan that reflected the despair, frustration, and doubt of ‘real’ protection.  Many shared their fears and concerns about intruders in the schools and the lack of security.  One teacher asked, “Shouldn’t teachers be armed to protect children?”  A student wanted to know ‘How are we supposed to feel safe when intruders can so easily access our buildings?’  Others voiced their need for federal and state intervention to prevent future incidents.  Some want armed guards at every entrance of the schools.

Over 350 parents, teachers, administrators, community activists, and students came out to hear not only what Betsy Landers and Secretary Duncan had to say about school safety, but to express their comments and opinions of federal and state responsibility and solutions to this dilemma. 

The evening ended with many feeling as if the discussion could have gone on.  With some it did as they departed the high school, groups of adults were heard discussing their solutions and fears as they walked to their cars. Some were heard to say: we need all the doors to the schools locked; have metal detectors at every entrance to the schools; and have police officers stationed in every school.

The town hall meeting became the perfect venue for the community to come together to voice their views on the topic of school safety and initiate conversation that will jump start community action.  

To learn more about school safety and what you can do, visit the websites of the National PTA and the U.S. Department of Education.  The National PTA has developed a toolkit on school safety which can be found at http://www.pta.org/safetytoolkit .  The U. S. Department of Education has several resources for parents, teachers, and administrators. Please visit http://www.ed.gov/school-safety.
Other News and Events
Early Learning Conference Call

On April 24, the U.S. Department of Education’s (ED) held a conference call as a part of the outreach on the President’s early learning proposal, ‘Preschool for All’ to get input from stakeholders,  Over 200 stakeholders from the parent /family, community, and faith-based organizations participated including representatives from over 20 State Departments of Education and 25 local school districts.  Both ED and HHS senior staff were on hand to discuss the early learning plan, the funding, and respond to questions regarding early learning that affect the parent /family, community, and faith-based organizations.  
Rev. Brenda Girton-Mitchell, Director of the Center for faith-based and neighborhood partnerships, moderated the conference call. Steven Hicks, Senior Policy Advisor, Office of Early Learning in Office of Elementary and Secondary Education From the US Department of Education, and Richard Rodriguez Senior Advisor for Early Childhood Development and Education, Administration for Children and Families, Office of the Deputy Assistant Secretary and Inter-Departmental Liaison for Early Childhood Development from the U.S.  Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) led the discussions. 
Questions asked included:

· Any sense of the criteria for grants under the new money that will be available for early learning?

· How will parents be engaged in the new programs?

· Many preschools are not affordable; will there be subsidies or reimbursement monies for parents?

For more information about the early learning proposal and funding, call Steven Hicks 202-260-8787 or email steven.hicks@ed.gov or Richard Rodriguez at202- 401-5138 or richard.gonzales@acf.hhs.gov.  To sign up to receive updates, please visit www.ed.gov/early-learning.

Dads’ Roundtable

On April 27, the Social Hall at Trinity University in Washington D.C. was buzzing with conversations at nine tables as fathers, father figures, and youth discussed in depth questions about male involvement and fatherhood.  This was the first Dads’ roundtable held in the District of Columbia and men from as far as Baltimore, MD; Camden, NJ; and Richmond, VA came to participate.  

The organizers, Mr. Carlos Duran, founder of Hombres de Paladra, and Troy Anderson, a D.C. Public School educator, to share the research of the positive effects of dads being involved, decided to have a Dads’ Roundtable.  The roundtable provided men in the area an opportunity to discuss ways to get dads involved in the schools. 

Rev. Brenda Girton-Mitchell, Director of Center for Faith Based and Neighborhood Partnerships at the U.S. Department of Education, set the tone for the day with her opening remarks.  A panel of seven experts from faith-based, community, school, and federal entities, share what their organization or agency was doing to get dads to be involved in their children’s lives and responded to questions. 

Eugene Schneeberg, Director of the Center for Faith-Based & Neighborhood Partnerships for the U.S. Department of Justice, the keynote for the afternoon session, addressed the issue of missing fathers, referring to it as ‘a crisis among us,’ shared his personal story and his response to his environment.  He spoke of the commitment of the Obama administration to fathering, the collaboration among agencies to work together on this issue and talked about some of the best practices he’s seen that encourages fathers to be engaged in their children’s and families’ lives.

More than sixty men attended the roundtable and thirteen youth, ranging in ages from 10 to 17.   One man even brought his infant son to the event. The youths’ responses were enlightening and shocking.
During the breakout session the men discussed specific questions:  Below are some responses:

· Make it fashionable to be involved as a Dad

· Use the answers to problems identified

· Be proactive

· Create a mindset

· Provide positive research about positive fathering

· Provide a website with a database that has resources for Dads

One father stated that ‘it takes programs like these to be a good father.  Another father referred to the day as one with ‘spirited conversation.’  For once men were in a room talking about something other than sports.  The father from El Salvador, Julio Gonzalez, who had been a member of the panel, shared that things like this don’t happen in his country.

One of the men present stated that until he came to the event today he had no idea that the faith-based community was even involved in helping dads.  Another man stated that he was not aware of some of the things agencies and the federal government was doing to assist fathers until this event.  One man stood after the presentations and suggested that the work he heard about be put on the radio, TV, and other forms of media to inform the public of what is being done.

To close out the afternoon men were asked to sign the President’s Fatherhood Pledge.

Conversations and networking continued long after the event’s closing remarks.

Las Vegas Parents Get Fired Up for Education
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Keynote speaker Helen Littlejohn told parents they are critical to the success                    Clark County parents filled the breakout session rooms to learn about ways  
 of their students.




                     to support their children.

Like too many around the country, parents in Nevada’s Clark County School District are hungry for information about how they can support their children’s education. “Family Enrichment Day” , an annual event, provides an opportunity for families to connect to learning and to foster school-to-home relationships,” said Eva Melendrez, the District’s Parent Services Coordinator. “The event makes learning fun, through interactive workshops and activities for the entire family,” she added. 
The Clark County School District focuses on increasing parent participation in a number of ways, with community partnerships and  Parent Centers and Family Resource Centers on several campuses. Staffed by AmeriCorps volunteers, the centers focus on communities experiencing high dropout rates. They also have a district-wide Parent Engagement Forum that provides valuable two-way information and feedback concerning social and academic issues. 

For the first time, the Las Vegas Alliance of Black School Educators was a co-sponsor of the event. “It was a great experience for us to start getting more African American parents and families to participate,” said Tracey Lewis, local chapter president. “We are looking forward to continuing this collaboration with the district and expanding our efforts,” she said. “This is about getting important information to families in clear understandable ways,” she added, “so they can prepare their students for college.”

Over 400 parents representing fifty three schools were in attendance at the family engagement fair that Clark County offered on May 4.   They were inspired to hear that they are critical partners in educational success from ED staff. “We must teach our children to be critical, creative thinkers, problem solvers who will invent the next great things, who will fearlessly attack the challenges of our time and those of the future,” said keynoter Helen Littlejohn, communications director for the western states. Littlejohn led a chant of “Tu tienes la foresa! You have the power!” and shared stories of parents in communities of color supporting education. Students were also present. 
Not only was everyone educated but entertained with the day packed full of academically enriching activities in math, science and literacy in addition to a “Let’s Go to College!” session offered by ‘Go to College Nevada,’. .  Parents got to sample and learn some ways to effectively engage with teachers to support students. 
The event was intentionally held on a college campus to “demystify” the college environment and allow participants to grow comfortable navigating the grounds.   For many students and parents alike, the day at UNLV underscored the importance of education and fostered the desire to finish high school and pursue higher education. 

Parents attending were very happy: 
· “I came to learn how to help my child. The information was very good. Thank you!”

· “I learned that reading with my children will help them to love to read.”

· “The college resources, along with all the games that were played in each class, were great.”

· “I wish the day could be longer. It was fun, and I want to do this again!”

· “The day helped me to have a better education and to prepare for college.”

· “Today I found out that you can go to school. It’s not always easy, but it is not too hard if you try.”

While Nevada  moves forward in developing evaluations that will hold teachers and administrators accountable for family engagement, officials are working on creating additional opportunities for district-wide parent engagement, as well as  supporting  schools as they create school family engagement plans. As Superintendent Pat Skorkowsky says “Together, we can ensure the success of every student in every classroom, without exceptions, without excuses!”
A New Family Engagement Partnership with the National Center for Family Literacy

The U.S. Department of Education’s Center for Faith-Based and Neighborhood Partnerships was pleased to announce on May 9  a new partnership with the National Center for Family Literacy (NCFL) to advance family engagement in education across the country. Through the partnership, the Department and NCFL will jointly develop and implement strategies to raise the awareness and understanding of effective family and community engagement in education.  Emphasis will be placed on how teachers and families can better collaborate to improve student engagement and learning.  NCFL brings to this work more than 20 years of experience providing tools and resources for educators and parents to create lifelong learning opportunities for the entire family. To deepen family and community engagement efforts with CFNP’s Together for Tomorrow initiative, the National Center for Family Literacy, will also be working with CFNP over the coming months. To learn more about the partnership, click here. 
Offices of Faith-based and Neighborhood Partnerships Participate in Annual Hampton University Ministers’ Conference

The U. S. Department of Education’s Center for Faith-Based and Neighborhood Partnerships participated in the 99th Annual Hampton University Ministers’ Conference June 2-7in Hampton, Virginia.  Heather Foster, White House Office of Public Engagement, brought greetings from the White House. David Johns, Executive Director of the White House Initiative on Education Excellence for African-Americans, addressed the audience about the importance of Black males finishing college and the role of the churches. Melissa Rogers, Special Assistant to the President and Executive Director of the White House Office of Faith-based and Neighborhood Partnerships, was present.  The White House Office of Faith-based and Neighborhood Partnerships held two interactive seminars on Wednesday, June 5. Presentations were made by several faith and community leaders engaged in relevant, effective, and timely programs that are enriching the practice of ministry. Participants also heard from representatives of the following federal agencies: Education, Health and Human Services, Housing and Urban Development, the White House, and Veteran's Affairs.
Advancing Family and Community Engagement in San Antonio

The Center for Faith Based and Neighborhood Partnerships (CFNP) staff went to San Antonio the last week of May where they had the opportunity to learn how community organizations and schools are working together to engage families in education and about local promising practices and examples of school-family partnerships. The CFNP staff shared information about Together for Tomorrow, plans to deepen the work around parent and family engagement, and gather feedback to shape the Department’s family engagement efforts.  The staff also joined a family engagement discussion group hosted by the W.K. Kellogg Foundation. The event was live streamed and the video is available here. For more information about the San Antonio convening, visit http://www.ed.gov/blog/2013/06/advancing-family-and-community-engagement-in-san-antonio/ 
Effective Parent Programs
As stated in the spring edition each issue of the newsletter will highlight one or two examples of effective parent programs. The two for this issue are:
International Parent Leadership Consortium (IPLC)
The International Parent Leadership Consortium (IPLC) initiative was implemented through the International Programs in order to facilitate leadership and learning opportunities for international parents.  The IPLC serves to engage international families through building parent leadership capacity.  The mission of the program is to strengthen the diversity of parental leadership across the county to positively impact achievement for all students. Parents actively participate in leadership sessions, in which they develop their knowledge and understanding of a variety of resources in the school system and hone their communication and leadership skills.  

Interpreters are provided. Districts are building immigrant parent capacity to support student success. Initiated in the spring of 2006 in Howard County, the program has equipped over 300 immigrant parents to be leaders who support their schools and communities for student success.  There are now three districts in the state of Maryland that have the leadership program modeled after Howard County's International Parent Leadership Program (IPLP): Howard, Anne Arundel, and Prince George's Counties.  For more information, contact Young-chan Han, (410) 767-6756, yhan@msde.state.md.us.

Parent Involvement Matters Award (PIMA) 

The Maryland Parent Involvement Matters Award (PIMA) program is the first of its kind in the nation to shine a spotlight on parents and those with legal responsibility for a child who have had a positive impact on public schools. The program encourages all parents to get involved. To learn more about PIMA and read about the many ways parents are making a difference in Maryland’s schools and communities, go to http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/MSDE/programs/pima.   For more information, please contact Barbara Scherr, Family Involvement Coordinator, Program Improvement and Family Support Branch, Maryland State Department of Education at 410-767-0291 or email bscherr@msde.state.md.us. 

Did You Know?

The Parent and Family Engagement Web Page Has a New Icon 





When you visit the Parent and Family Engagement web page, http://www.ed.gov/parent-and-family-engagement, in the column to the right a new icon has been added.  Click on the button to learn more about Affordable Care Act. Young adults can learn of health benefits for which they may be eligible.  . 
Announcement: Parents Summit

The National Alliance of Black School Educators’ Parent Commission with the U.S. Department of Education welcomes all parents to come to the Parents Summit at the COBO Center on November 13, 2013, in Detroit, MI. This summit will afford parents and community representatives as well as educators and administrators the opportunity to learn about ways they can partner with their child’s teacher and school to help their child succeed.   For a registration form and to learn more, please visit http://www2.ed.gov/parents/academic/help/partnership.html#event.

Resources

Toyota Family Learning is offering grants to communities to fund new family mentor programs and service learning programs targeting vulnerable families; mobile learning adventures for families; online resources; and a website community that will inspire hundreds of thousands of families across the nation to learn, interact, and thrive together.  Toyota Family Learning is a six-year nationwide initiative that will directly address national educational needs to provide opportunities for families. Led by the National Center for Family Literacy (NCFL) and funded by Toyota, the program will feature an intergenerational solution to educational challenges that responds to societal changes and opportunities—including the latest innovations in mobile learning—while engaging families online, offline, and on the go. Click here to learn more and apply. Applications are being accepted now through June 24.

Family Engagement Outreach Team

The Office of Communications and Outreach contacts work with state and local education agencies to empower parents with the information to help them be full partners in the education and academic progress of their children. 
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