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Arne’s 50-State Adventures, from Anchorage to St. Augustine




Student explaining to the Secretary how taro is processed onto poi.
With the closing of the 2013-14 school year, the Secretary reached an important milestone. His stop in Hawaii at the Joint Base Pearl Harbor Hickam marked the 50th State Duncan has visited since becoming secretary. View the slideshow highlighting the Secretary’s 50-state tour over five years.
Detroit Dads Forum
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The audience listening to the panel of Dads.

On June 7, the U.S. Department of Education’s regional office staff in Chicago, Shirley Jones, partnered with the Detroit Area Dad’s PTA and the Detroit Public School system to organize a “Dads to Dads” forum. The event was held at Detroit Collegiate Preparatory High School at Northwestern in Detroit, MI. Over 350 men, women, and young adults attended workshops that provided various ways for them to best support children educationally and socially. The important role of fathers in children’s physical, emotional, and social development was the emphasis for the day.

One of the speakers at the forum was National PTA President Otha Thornton, who challenged the parent participants to identify the barriers that prevent them from being more involved in their children’s education and lives. For more information about the event, please go to http://www.ed.gov/blog/2014/06/recognizing-the-importance-of-fathers/.

Community Engagement in School Turnaround

To make school turnaround more effective, a webinar series has been developed so the audience can focus on one essential tactic during each webinar.   
The School Turnaround Learning Community (STLC) in partnership with the Reform Support Network (RSN) hosted on June 26 the Community Engagement in Turnaround. 

The series was based on the idea that “To fully engage the community one must ensure that school improvement is done with the community, and not to the community.”  

The full series will explore what families and communities have to offer as partners for sustainable change to occur in their schools. To listen to the webinar, go to http://schoolturnaroundsupport.org/events/community-engagement-school-turnaround.

The School Turnaround Learning Community (STLC) is a key element in the U.S. Department of Education’s effort to provide support to state, district, and school leaders working to turn around the nation’s lowest-achieving schools. The site offers a wide range of resources and tools enabling users to share school turnaround practices and lessons learned to strengthen teaching and learning for all schools. The STLC is also designed to facilitate networking to support schools more effectively. To learn more, visit http://schoolturnaroundsupport.org/home. 
Effective Practices
Title I iCommunity and Summer Slide of Prince George’s County Public Schools

In Prince George’s County Public Schools (MD), the Title I office has developed and implemented two programs, iCommunity and Summer Slide. iCommunity helps parents become tech savvy and Summer Slide prevents academic loss in children over summer months.

Title I iCommunity combines the annual Title I Parent Conference that instructs parents in areas that impact student achievement with the iCamp that educates the Title I parents and community representatives on the technology being integrated into the Title I schools. The ultimate goal is to assist in building parents' capacity for hands-on technology activities that will help their child achieve academic success. 

Prior to summer dismissal, iCommunity focused on preventing the “summer slide”; which refers to the academic gains sometimes lost over the summer months. Parents participated in sessions such as Keep Reading Rolling in the Summer, Summer Math Resources and Preventing Summer Slide, where strategies and activities were shared that can be implemented at home and in the community to prevent the loss of academic skills and knowledge. To see a video of parents becoming tech savvy please visit http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=roybmWCFBmM&feature=em-share_video_user. For more information call Andrea Phillip Hughes at the Prince George’s County Public Schools Title I Office at 301-618-8390 or email aphughs@pgcps.org. 

San Juan Unified Family and Community Engagement (FACE) Department
At San Juan Unified, in California, the Family and Community Engagement (FACE) Department believes that learning starts at home and continues at school. The FACE Department was created in 2012 as a result of a community developed Strategic Plan. The FACE Department outreach efforts are an all inclusive program crossing economic and cultural barriers.  

FACE staff encourage parents, guardians, extended family, and community members to be active partners in the education process. The department assists, oversees and provides a number of services that connects parents to district and community resources, as well as building district capacity with both educators and families. Parent and community volunteers are encouraged to be in roles of classroom assistants, art docents, campus volunteers and reading tutors. These also help mediate concerns between parents and school sites. For more information about the Family and Community Engagement Department, contact Kate Hazarian at kate.hazarian@sanjuan.edu or Lisa Borrego at lisa.borrego@sanjuan.edu or 916-971-7929.  www.sanjuan.edu.
Announcements

Community Eligibility Provision Deadline Extended

Starting this upcoming school year, the  Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) of the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010, by which schools can agree to offer free breakfast and lunch for all of their students, and cover any costs that exceed the reimbursements from USDA, will be available to schools across the country.  
The program is designed to ease the burden of administering a high volume of applications for free and reduced price meals. CEP is a powerful tool to both increase child nutrition and reduce paperwork at the district, school, and household levels saving staff time and resources for cash-strapped school districts. The decision to participate in the CEP is a local one, and schools must decide for themselves whether this program is right for them. In order to give schools more time to make that decision, the deadline for participation in School Year 2014-2015 was recently extended, and schools now have until August 31 to enroll.
On July 15 Secretaries Duncan and Vilsack issued a joint blog, found at http://www.huffingtonpost.com/gov-tom-vilsack/bringing-the-promise-of-h_b_5587682.html, reiterating the important messages regarding the CEP, highlighting ED’s guidance on this issue, and two pilot sites where use of the CEP is working well.
Region 4 Expands Internationally
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                                                     Jonava Johnson and Donna Sirmais discuss The U. S. Department 

                                                        of Education’s Family and Community Engagement Framework.

On July 8, Jonava Johnson, Parent Liaison in Region 4, Atlanta, GA, met with Donna Sirmais, who works for the Family-School and Community Partnerships Bureau and National Government in Australia.  Her role within the organization is to review and revise the current National Parental Engagement Framework which has been in place since 2008 and assess its relevance in light of Education reforms occurring across Australia.  Ms. Sirmais travelled to the U.S. to participate in a course at Harvard University and discover what states were doing to engage families.  

Ms. Johnson shared the U. S. Department of Education’s newly released Family and Community Engagement Framework.  Donna and Jonava discussed the different approaches their nations use to engage families. For more information, please contact Jonava Johnson at jonava.johnson@ed.gov or call 404-974-9454.
Family Engagement Outreach Team

The Office of Communications and Outreach contacts work with state and local education agencies to empower parents with the information to help them be full partners in the education and academic progress of their children. 
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