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2014 White House Science Fair

On May 27, President Obama hosted the 2014 White House Science Fair celebrating student winners of a broad range of science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) competitions from across the country. This year’s Fair specifically focused on girls and women who are excelling in STEM and will inspire the next generation with their work.  The President also announced new steps as part of his Educate to Innovate campaign, an all-hands-on-deck effort to get more girls and boys inspired to excel and to provide the support they need to succeed in these vital subjects.   To learn more about the science fair, go to http://www.whitehouse.gov/science-fair and to read about the exhibitors, visit http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2014/05/27/meet-exhibitors-2014-white-house-science-fair.
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Secretary Duncan stands with students at the Brown v. Board of Education National Historic Site 

during the 2012 Back-to-School Bus Tour. (Photo credit: U.S. Department of Education
Celebrating Anniversaries

Anniversaries that commemorate milestones in our nation’s history give all the opportunity to reflect and look ahead. The reflections of the Secretary and the Great Society speech by the late President Johnson provide both.  Celebrate with ED the 60th anniversary of the Supreme Court’s landmark decision in the case of Oliver Brown et al. v. Board of Education of Topeka, Kansas and the 50th anniversary of the Civil Rights Act.
Boosting Success for 21st Century Learners
The Mid-Atlantic Equity Center held the third annual Boosting Success for 21st Century Learners Conference in Linthicum, MD on May 6. In celebration of the 50th anniversary of the Civil Rights Act and the 60th anniversary of Brown vs the Board of Education, the conference theme was Equitable Practices for High Achievement. Over 325 people from Delaware, the District of Columbia, Maryland, Pennsylvania, Virginia, and West Virginia attended.

Anne Henderson, Senior Consultant, Annenberg Institute for School Reform, facilitated a panel whose members included Dr. Jonathan Brice, Deputy Assistant Secretary in the Office of Elementary and Secondary Education, Barbara Scherr and Young Chan Han, Family Involvement Specialists, Maryland State Department of Education, and Jennifer Love, Parent Involvement Specialist, Office of Interpreting and Translation, Prince George's County Public Schools.  Panelists discussed equity, diversity, accessibility, accountability and strategies at the national, state and local level in family, school, and community engagement.

The Mid-Atlantic Equity Center (MAEC) is one of ten regional equity assistance centers funded by the U.S. Department of Education under Title IV of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. The Center provides technical assistance and training services in the areas of race, gender, and national origin (English Language Learners/ESL) free of charge to public school districts and other responsible governmental agencies in federally designated Region III. To improve student achievement and further school reform MAEC increases cross-cultural understanding, engagement and social capital by building the capacity of educators, families, communities, and students. For more information about the Mid-Atlantic Equity Center and the conference, go to http://www.maec.org/mac.html or http://www.maec.org/conference/ or contact Susan Shaffer, President and Executive Director of Mid-Atlantic Equity Consortium, Inc. at sshaffer@maec.org
Parent Involvement Matters Award Celebration
The Maryland State Department of Education held the Seventh Annual Maryland Parent Involvement Matters Award (PIMA) Celebration May 16, in Baltimore, MD.  Twenty-four parents, representing each local school system, who had made significant contributions to Maryland public education were recognized and congratulated for their involvement. This year there were over 800 parents nominated including many dads. The 2014 statewide winner of the Maryland Parent Involvement Matters Award is Dr. Matthew Crawford from Allegany County.  As a recipient of the award Dr. Crawford received the symbolic PIMA chair and a Target gift card, the other symbolic PIMA chair went to the school at which he volunteered, Flintstone Elementary School.  The award chairs symbolized the theme, Choose your seat. Get involved.   
Over 250 people heard Dr. Jonathan Brice, Deputy Assistant Secretary in the Office of Elementary and Secondary Education bring greetings from the Secretary to open the event and discussed the framework for family and community engagement ED had just released. Sean McComb, National Teacher of the Year, spoke as a new parent pointing out the need for parental involvement. 
The Parent Involvement Matters Award (PIMA) Program is the nation’s first statewide initiative of its kind – recognizing parents and legal guardians for their exceptional support of public education. Parents are nominated for demonstrating significant, positive contributions in their education communities.


Effective Practice

Record Home Visits 

In 1995, a Denver School began a culture of home visits with classroom teachers. However, not until 2010, during a community meeting when a teacher asked Superintendent Tom Boasberg to go on a home visit, did the school district adopt the program. The home visit he attended helped change the way Superintendent Boasberg would lead and encourage parent engagement within the district. In 2010, five schools were chosen to be pilots for home visits. In 2011, 23 schools implemented home visits. By 2014, 59 schools, on all levels from early learning to high school implemented the program. Between 2013 and 2014, Denver teachers conducted over 6000 home visits. The superintendent, school board, and even the union are supportive of the home visit program. Schools are utilizing the Parent Teacher Home Visit program as a vital component to their parent and community engagement strategies.  

Michelle Mares, Parent Teacher Home Visit Coordinator, provides training to the teachers in the district. The training includes how to inquire from the parent what their Hopes and Dreams are for their child, becoming culturally competent, developing and establishing relationships and communication with parents, and offering an open invitation to parents to come to the school.  Immediate outcomes to the home visits have been decreased behavior problems, more parents attending parent teacher conferences and more phone calls between home and school. For more information contact Michelle Mares at 720-424-4121 or email her at michelle_mares@dpsk12.org. To learn more about the Home Visit Program call Carrie Rose 916-448-5290 at or email her at carrie@pthvp.org. 

Announcements

#AskFAFSA
On May 28, #AskFAFSA Office Hours was held. The live Q&A session on Twitter provided the opportunity for questions to be answered by the experts. Each month a different topic is featured related to federal student aid. Use the hashtag #AskFAFSA to submit questions and join the conversation. Follow #AskFAFSA on Twitter, https://twitter.com/FAFSA.  For more information go to https://studentaid.ed.gov/node/562 or contact Michelle Draughn at michelle.draughn@ed.gov. Archived transcripts of the Q&A session can be found at https://storify.com/FAFSA. Join the conversation on the last Wednesday of each month at 5 p.m. Eastern time. The next #AskFAFSA Office Hours will be held June 25. 

Dear Colleague Letter

On May 6, the U.S. Departments of Education and Justice issued a “Dear Colleague” letter confirming that the decision of the United States Supreme Court issued on April 22, 2014, in Schuette v. Coalition to Defend Affirmative Action et. al., that leaves intact the Court’s prior holdings recognizing that institutions of higher education and elementary and secondary schools may use all legally permissible methods to achieve their diversity goals. These include programs that consider the race of the applicant as one of the many factors in the process to achieve the educational benefits in a diverse student body.

Both Departments strongly support diversity in the education system, as a racially diverse education environment helps to prepare students for our increasingly diverse nation.

The Departments have issued related guidance documents; in 2011, “Guidance on the Voluntary Use of Race to Achieve Diversity in Postsecondary Education” and “Guidance on the Voluntary Use of Race to Achieve Diversity and Avoid Racial Isolation in Elementary and Secondary Schools.”   “Questions and Answers about the Fisher v. University of Texas at Austin” was also issued late last year.  All three documents remain in effect after the Schuette decision. To access an electronic version, click here.

Two Recent Department of Justice Solicitations Regarding Schools Safety

The U.S. Department of Justice’s National Institute of Justice (NIJ) recently announced two solicitations. Both of the solicitations relate to research in the area of school safety. The "Investigator-Initiated Research" Solicitation is wide open and NIJ will consider any research topic that can add to our knowledge base about school safety.  Research proposals submitted under this proposal can address safety issues at K-12 schools as well as Institutions of Higher Education.  The "Developing Knowledge About What Works to Make Schools Safe" solicitation is open to LEAs, SEAs, and public charter schools. This solicitation provides LEAs and SEAs with a unique opportunity to engage in research that examines the effectiveness, efficiency, and sustainability of various school safety strategies.  Questions regarding these solicitations can be forwarded to: NIJSchoolSafety@USDOJ.gov
Promise Zone Initiative Webcasts   

Click HERE to listen to the recent webcasts on urban, rural and/or tribal Promise Zone Initiatives and other archived slides and recordings. The topics in the webcasts included eligibility criteria, best practices from the first round, timeline for the second round, and the details on the President's Promise Zone Budget Proposal.  The presenter for rural webinar was Max Finberg, Senior Advisor and Coordinator, StrikeForce for Rural Growth and Opportunity Initiative, U.S. Department of Agriculture; for the tribal webinar, Leslie Wheelock, Director of Tribal Relations, U.S. Department of Agriculture; and for all 3 webinars, Valerie Piper, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Economic Development, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.

Notice Published in the Federal Register 

On April 17, the Department of Housing and Urban Development published a Notice in the Federal Register requesting public comment on the proposed selection process and criteria for the second round of the Promise Zone initiative. A minimum of five and up to fifteen designations will be made in this round. By the end of 2016, 20 Promise Zone designations are expected. The public comment period closes on Monday, June 16, 2014. Provide written comments on the proposed selection process and criteria. All written comments will be reviewed and taken into account as the Second Round Application is finalized so that the initiative can support other communities more effectively in future years. The Promise Zones resource page provides application material, FAQs, and other guidance on Promise Zones.

Preschool Development Grants 

All states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico will be eligible to apply for the Departments of Education and Health and Human Services jointly-administered $250 million Preschool Development Grants competition.  States with small or no state-funded preschool programs will be eligible for Development Grants, while states with more robust state-funded preschool programs or those that have received a Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant will be eligible for Expansion Grants.  
A recording and slides from May 12, 2014 Technical Assistance Webinar on the executive summaries—which have been updated with information about the data source the Departments used to develop funding bands—is now available. On May 16, public comment for the Development Grants and Expansion Grants executive summaries on this dedicated Web site closed.

Community Eligibility Provision

In February, all Chief State School Officers received a letter outlining the phasing-in of the Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) of the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010.  The letter explains the benefits of the CEP and how it interacts with Title I funding determinations. Stated simply, this provision reduces the administrative burden for eligible schools and allows them to offer free meals to all of their children.  Nationwide implementation begins next school year, but schools and districts should review the particulars of the CEP to determine if it is right for them.  The USDA’s website offers information about CEP and the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities provides a comprehensive map of lists of eligible schools of each state.
Secretary Duncan and Attorney General Holder Issue Guidance for School Districts to Ensure Equal Access for All Children to Public Schools, Regardless of Immigration Status

On May 8, Secretary Arne Duncan and Attorney General Eric Holder announced updated guidance to assist public elementary and secondary schools to ensure enrollment processes are consistent with the law and fulfill their obligation to provide all children—no matter their background—equal access to an education. In 2011, the Departments of Justice and Education issued guidance to help schools understand their responsibilities under the Supreme Court's decision in Plyler v. Doe and federal civil rights laws to provide all children with equal access to an education regardless of their or their parents' immigration status. The departments are now issuing important updates to that guidance, including examples of permissible enrollment practices, as well as examples of the types of information that may not be used as a basis for denying a student entrance to school. 

The updated guidance documents—including a guidance letter to states and school districts and a fact sheet and Q and A document—emphasize the need for flexibility in accepting documents from parents to prove a child's age and to show that a child resides within a school's attendance area. They also provide specific examples of the types of documents that many schools have accepted. And the guidance documents remind schools that they may not require certain documents—such as a parent's state-issued driver's license—where such a requirement would prevent a student from enrolling because of his or her parent's immigration status.

The important changes announced will provide districts with the additional tools, practical guidance needed to make sure the schoolhouse door is open to all students, and that undocumented children and children from immigrant families no longer face barriers to enrollment in school and starting down the path to a better future.  To learn more, go to http://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/secretary-duncan-and-attorney-general-holder-issue-guidance-school-districts-ens 
Secretary Arne Duncan keynote at the 2014 National PTA Convention
U.S. Department of Education Secretary Arne Duncan will be keynote speaker at the 2014 National PTA Convention and Exhibition June 19-22 in Austin, Texas.  More than 1,000 PTA members and partners will hear from special guest speakers and experts in the PTA and education community in education sessions and have the opportunity to network with participants from across the country. During this year’s convention, PTA shall also host the Youth summit and the Emerging Minority Leaders Conference.

For more than 100 years, National Parent Teacher Association (National PTA®) has worked toward bettering the lives of every child in education, health and safety. Founded in 1897 as the National Congress of Mothers, National PTA has become a powerful voice for all children, a relevant resource for families and communities, and a strong advocate for public education.

PTA is a network of millions of families, students, teachers, administrators, and business and community leaders devoted to the educational success of children and the promotion of family engagement in schools. For more information about the convention and PTA, go to http://www.pta.org/about/content.cfm?ItemNumber=3010&navItemNumber=3527 and http://www.pta.org/about/?navItemNumber=503 
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Family Engagement Outreach Team

The Office of Communications and Outreach contacts work with state and local education agencies to empower parents with the information to help them be full partners in the education and academic progress of their children. 
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