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U. S. Department of Education Secretary
Arne Duncan speaking at the NAGB Education Summit 
For Parent Leaders 
Feature

Secretary Duncan Delivers Keynote at Education Summit for Parent Leaders 

On Jan. 13 Secretary Arne Duncan delivered keynote remarks to 200 parent leaders at the National Assessment Governing Board’s (NAGB) first Education Summit for Parent Leaders.  In his remarks the Secretary discussed why it is urgent to improve the performance of U.S. students, especially when compared to the performance of their international peers, as well as the status of education reform efforts, including the implementation of the state-led Common Core State Standards initiative. He encouraged parent leaders to engage with their schools to ensure their children are prepared to succeed and to inform parents about how teaching and learning is changing. Secretary Duncan stated that parents have the power to challenge educational complacency, to ask more of their leaders and to ask more of their kids. 

The summit, a daylong event held in Arlington, VA, brought together parent leaders and education experts from across the nation to focus on student achievement gaps and ways to improve learning for all students. Participants also attended hands-on workshops exploring the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) results in order to deepen parent leaders' understanding of student achievement data. For more information, go to Education Summit for Parent Leaders.
Expansive Survey of America's Public Schools Reveals Troubling Racial Disparities

Lack of Access to Pre-School, Greater Suspensions Cited

The U.S. Department of Education's Office for Civil Rights (OCR) released critical information about racial disparities in school discipline policies which begin during preschool. The report, the Civil Rights Data Collection (CRDC), compiled data from all 97,000 of the nation's public schools and its 16,500 school districts—representing 49 million students. Accessible to the public in a searchable online database is state-, district- and school-level information at crdc.ed.gov. To learn more about the report, visit https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/expansive-survey-americas-public-schools-reveals-troubling-racial-disparities. For more information on the work of the Office for Civil Rights, click here. 

Testing Begins for Partnership for the Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers and SMARTER Balanced Assessment Consortium 

In January 2011 a cooperative agreement was formed between the U.S. Department of Education and the Partnership for Assessment of Readiness of College and Careers to develop a Race to the Top Assessment. The purpose of the agreement was to support the consortium recipient in developing new, common assessment systems that are valid, reliable and fair for all student subgroups, and that it would measure student knowledge and skills against a common set of college- and career-ready standards in mathematics and English language arts.

In March 2014 the Partnership for the Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) and SMARTER Balanced Assessment Consortium (Smarter Balanced) began conducting large-scale field tests of their next-generation summative assessments with a total of more than five million students. PARCC is field testing in 18 states; Smarter Balanced is field testing in 22 states.

These field tests will be the first glimpse for many students of what the new, high-quality assessments will look and feel like. And this field test will be the largest computer-administered test of its kind.

Parents, educators, and schools need to be aware of how much of a shift the new assessments represent. The purpose of the field test is two-fold: 

· it tests the test — do the individual items on it work as intended? are there unforeseen biases in the test that might reduce its validity and reliability? ; and

· there is a need to test the capacity of the computer-administered assessment system in a kind of stress test. There is a need to identify and fix any bugs that might pop up.

Hundreds of educators were involved in writing and reviewing the assessment items for the consortia. More direct communication and outreach with more educators about the field tests of the new assessments is necessary. To learn more about the grants for race to the top assessments, visit https://www2.ed.gov/programs/racetothetop-assessment/awards.html. 

For more information about the agreement, go to

https://www2.ed.gov/programs/racetothetop-assessment/parcc-cooperative-agreement.pdf 
College Ratings System

To make college affordable for American families the President has directed the U.S. Department of Education to develop and publish a new college ratings system by the 2015-16 school year. This new tool will empower students and parents to select colleges that provide the best value. In the future, the new ratings system will transform the way federal aid is awarded by tying aid to institutional performance so that students are able to access additional aid at higher-performing colleges. The new college ratings system will allow American students and families to compare and choose colleges. By enhancing consumer choice, the new ratings system will also incentivize colleges to provide better value by improving performance, lowering costs, and investing in student access and success. To learn more about the college rating system, go to http://www2.ed.gov/documents/college-completion/college-ratings-overview.pdf. 
Effective Parent Programs
Georgia Department of Education 
The Georgia Department of Education’s (GaDOE) Parent Engagement Program has implemented a Parent Involvement Coordinator (PIC) Network. The network began in the fall of 2010 and remains the only professional development training program of its kind offered by a state education agency for family engagement professionals. To assist district and school staff with easier accessibility to trainings, the PIC Network is divided into five regions in Georgia. Meetings are held semi-annually in each of the five regions every other year, with a statewide family engagement conference held in the off years with the purpose of bringing the regions together for a more robust three day meeting. Each PIC meeting is hosted by a school district in its corresponding region. 

Meetings are designed, first and foremost, for Title I staff working in the field of family engagement; however, other stakeholders, such as community-based/faith-based partners working with families, as well as parent leaders are active participants. The meetings consist of the following elements: learning from each other promising practices in the field by host school district, research-based strategies presentations and learning activities, and networking conversations. 

For more information about the Georgia PIC Network and other GaDOE Parent Engagement Program initiatives, please visit the GaDOE’s Parent Engagement website at: http://public.doe.k12.ga.us/tss_title.aspx?PageReq=ParentEngagement  or contact
Michelle Sandrock, Parent Engagement Program Manager, GaDOE at (404) 232 – 1148 or msandrock@doe.k12.ga.us.
The Texas Annual Statewide Parental Involvement Conference

The Title I Statewide School Support and Family and Community Engagement Initiative in Texas has conducted nine consecutive annual Statewide Parental Involvement Conference. Each conference provides practical training regarding current ESEA parental involvement requirements, best practices, enriching parenting skills, and hot topics such as bullying, college and career readiness, and building partnerships with community organizations. The event also provides a valuable opportunity for networking as this conference hosts a diverse audience. The two and a half day conference attendees include principals, federal programs coordinators, parental involvement coordinators and liaisons, teachers, counselors, and educational consultants, educators, parents, and representatives from community colleges and organizations. Other states represented include Georgia, Louisiana, Nevada, North Carolina, Oklahoma, and Wyoming. Usually over one thousand people participate. Reflecting the diversity of the state numerous sessions are offered in Spanish.  For more information about the Title I Statewide School Support and Family and Community Engagement Initiative, please go to http://www.esc16.net/default.aspx?name=title1swi.home  or contact Terri Stafford at terri.stafford@esc16.net or call 806-677-5186 or Victor “Skip” Forsyth at skip.forsyth@esc16.net or call 806-677-5186.
Announcements
National Family Engagement Conference 

On April 8 the National Family Engagement Conference is being held in Cincinnati, OH. The conference will bring together various networks of educators, parent leaders and advocates, community organizers, students, and others concerned with enhancing and expanding opportunities for ALL children and families and strengthening partnerships to improve engagement at all levels. Conference workshops and activities will address four aspects of quality engagement practices: 

· Parent leadership for school improvement; 

· Parent-teacher partnerships; 

· Families and inclusion; and
· Family engagement in early learning and literacy.

The National Family Engagement Conference will also offer attendees several opportunities to connect with U.S. Department of Education staff. 

The National Family Engagement Conference will be held April 8-9 at the Hilton Netherland Plaza in Cincinnati, OH.  For more information about this event, click here.
Library of Congress Literacy Awards Program

Annually the Library of Congress Literacy Awards Program honors organizations that have made outstanding contributions to increasing literacy in the United States or abroad. The awards encourage the continuing development of innovative methods for combating illiteracy and the wide dissemination of the most effective practices. The program draws public attention to the continuing need for literacy services and increases awareness of the importance of literacy. The 2014 Library of Congress Literacy Awards Program is now accepting applications to recognize organizations, foundations, and other private sector groups that are combating illiteracy.

The prizes are:
The David M. Rubenstein Prize ($150,000) will be awarded to an organization that has made outstanding and measurable contributions in increasing literacy levels and has demonstrated exceptional and sustained depth and breadth in its commitment to the advancement of literacy. 

The American Prize ($50,000) will be awarded to an organization that has made a significant and measurable contribution to increasing literacy levels or the national awareness of the importance of literacy.

The International Prize ($50,000) will be awarded to an organization or national entity that has made a significant and measurable contribution to increasing literacy levels. 

Winners will be announced at the National Book Festival on August 30, 2014. 
Resources
White House Initiative on Educational Excellence for Hispanics Family Engagement Webinar
The White House Initiative on Educational Excellence for Hispanics recorded a webinar on family engagement. The webinar featured two nationally-known speakers and a local parent leader:  Maria Paredes, Senior Program Associate at WestEd, Aurelio Montemayor, Senior Education Associate Intercultural Development Research Association (IDRA) and Lourdes Flores, parent leader in IDRA.  

The webinar served as a tool that encourages strong engagement between families and their children’s schools. To listen to the webinar and view the powerpoint presentation, go to https://www.ed.gov/edblogs/hispanic-initiative/monthly-webinar-series/. 
Federal Resources for Educational Excellence
Federal Resources for Educational Excellence (FREE) is an online teaching and learning resource from federal agencies. Starting this month high-quality educational materials in FREE and other free websites will be featured.  Items like the ones below will be featured three or four times a month. The feature articles will be highlighted at the top of the right navigation on the FREE homepage and in the FREE feature spot on the ED.gov homepage. Parents and teachers are encouraged to use this site to supplement a child’s learning. Some examples include: 



Women’s History Through Art and Dance: 5 Ways to Celebrate and Express Creativity

March is Women’s History Month and Youth Art Month. Celebrate women’s contributions to the arts with some hands-on activities for kids – girls and boys. Learn, reflect and create with our five ideas. For more information, visit http://free.ed.gov/?p=152.  



Women’s History and STEM: 7 Ideas for Young Explorers from FREE (Federal Registry for Educational Excellence)

For centuries, women have studied and made groundbreaking discoveries in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics) fields. Encourage your girls and boys to appreciate the contributions of women scientists. With our seven fun and free ideas, learn about some outstanding women from the history of STEM innovation and inspire your kids’ scientific explorations – indoors and outdoors. For more information, go to http://free.ed.gov/?p=160.



Winter Olympics: 14 Ways to Learn and Move More

Enrich your kids’ understanding of the games with educational materials on the ancient and modern Olympics and the science behind the sports. Seek inspiration from the games and the athletes to get you and your kids moving this winter. Check out our 14 suggestions and ideas for the classroom, the home and the outdoors. For more information, visit http://free.ed.gov/?p=124.
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National Poetry Month: 30 Ways to Celebrate — A Poem a Day and More
Plant the seeds and help grow a love for poetry in your kids this April and all year long. Inaugurated by the Academy of American Poets in 1996, National Poetry Month is now held every April, when schools, publishers, libraries, booksellers, and poets throughout the United States band together to celebrate poetry and its vital place in American culture. Thousands of organizations participate through readings, festivals, book displays, workshops, and other events. Help kids of any age become aware of or deepen their appreciation of this literary art form.

Contributors: Terri Stafford, Victor “Skip” Forsyth, Michelle Sandrock, Maribel Duran, Marco Davis, Emmanuel Caudillo, Jill James, Robert Gomez, and Anthony Fowler. Photo by Leslie Williams of the U.S. Department of Education.
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Family Engagement Outreach Team

The Office of Communications and Outreach contacts work with state and local education agencies to empower parents with the information to help them be full partners in the education and academic progress of their children. 
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