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History of Mother’s Day

The modern American Mother’s Day holiday was first celebrated in 1908 when Anna Jarvis held a memorial for her mother in Grafton, West Virginia. Her campaign to make "Mother's Day" a recognized holiday in the United States began in 1905, the year her beloved mother, Ann Reeves Jarvis, died. Anna’s mission was to honor her own mother by continuing work she had started and to set aside a day to honor mothers - "the person who has done more for you than anyone in the world." 
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Due to the campaign efforts of Anna Jarvis, several states officially recognized Mother's Day starting with her home state of West Virginia in 1910. In 1914 President Woodrow Wilson signed a proclamation to honor mothers with a national holiday to be held on the second Sunday in May. 
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The Important Role of Mothers
In their National Household Education Survey the NATIONAL CENTER FOR EDUCATION STATISTICS of the U.S. Department of Education found that

· Just as in two-parent families, the odds that students living in mother- only families will earn mostly A’s on their report cards are higher if their mothers are highly involved in their schools than if those mothers have low involvement.
· As in all other family types, mothers’ high involvement in school reduces the odds that students have ever been suspended or expelled.  If mothers in single-parent families are highly involved in their children’s schools, the odds that students have ever been suspended or expelled are 41 percent less than if mothers have low school involvement.
· Additionally, mothers’ school involvement is associated with a lower likelihood of 6th through 12th-graders ever being suspended or expelled.  
· Maternal influence was found to be the leading factor over whether children stayed in school and went on to study at university and to social mobility within the family. 
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What is a Mother?

by Anonymous
A mother is someone who loves you
Who cares for you in every way
She sits down and listens
to what you have to say

She always thinks you’re beautiful
Never puts you down

She always has a smile
To wipe away your frown

A mother is someone who believes in you
Always pushes you to go far
Tells you to believe in yourself
No matter who you are
A mother is like an angel
Although without the wings
She tells you to enjoy
Life's most smallest things.
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Mother Tips
· While babies, toddlers, and pre-school children sleep, Mom, you take a nap, too.  The household things can wait.

· Let your toddler and preschool child help around the house. Let them set the table and help make the bed.  It might not be perfect, but you’re preparing a lifetime helper.
· Let the children read to you some nights before they go to bed. They’ll wake you up when they are ready for bed or fall asleep beside you. 
· It is never too early to look for colleges for your children.  Start visiting campuses now.
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