Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack and Secretary Arne Duncan Read to Students

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HQgJTcCt8vk
As I told you we have some special people who are here to read to you, we have U.S. Secretary of Education, Arne Duncan, and we also have someone here who cares a lot about reading, U.S. Secretary of Agriculture, Thomas Vilsack.  And he’s here to tell you maybe a little bit about healthy eating.  Please give us a round of applause for our two guests today.

Daddy.

So, how are you today?
Thanks now.  Good morning guys, how are you doing?  You’re ready to do some reading?  Do you think it’s going to rain?  We’re going to read quick.  We’re going to read the “The Little Engine That Could”.  How many people know this story?  Really?  You know it, okay, well, then you can help me if I--if I mess up you can tell me if I’m doing something wrong, okay?  Chug, chug, chug, puff, puff, ding-dong, ding-dong, the little engine rumbled over the tracks, she was happy.  A happy little train for she had such a jolly load to carry, her cars were full of good things for boys and girl.  Everybody could see that in the back?

A cow.

A cow, well, there’s an elephant, and a clown, this is great.  There were toy animals, giraffe, long necks, teddy bears and almost no necks at all and even a baby elephant.  There were dolls, dolls with blue eyes and yellow curls, dolls with brown eyes and brown bob heads, and the funniest little toy clown you ever saw.  And a very little engine came, chugging, chugging merrily along.  When she saw the toy clowns flying (ph), she stopped quickly.  And she was asked whether or not she could help pull the train over the other mountains so the boys and girl could have good food to eat and toys to play with.  “Well, I’m not very big,” said the little blue engine, they use only for switching trains in the yard, I’ve never been over the mountain.  But we must get over the mountain before the children awake.  The little engine looked up and saw the tears in the doll’s eyes, and she thought of the good little boys and girls on the other side of the mountain, and then she said, “I think I can, I think I can, I think I can,” and she hitched herself to the little train.  And then she tugged, and she pulled, and she tugged, and slowly but slowly it started off, it started to move.  The little--the toy clown jumped aboard and all the dolls and toys begin to smile and cheer.  And that little train went up the mountain, “I think I can, I think I can, I think I can, I think I can,” up, up faster and faster, and faster, the little engine climbs.  And the little blue engine smiled and seem to say as she puffs suddenly down the mountains, “I thought I could, I thought I could, I thought I could, I thought I could.”  The end.  And I hope that you boys and girls think you can as well.

I will do one more--one more book and then we’ll, I think we have some prizes in the back and some bags for you when I’m done.  This book is called Click, Clack, Moo: Cows That Type.  Does cows really type?  We have this book, do you; like this one?

What’s that for?

Yeah.

This is a good, good book.

Cows can type?

All right, just listen, guys.  Framer Brown has a problem.  His cows like to type.  All day long he hears click, clack, moo; click, clack, moo; clickety, clack, moo.  Then he couldn’t believe his eyes, he got a note.  The note said, “Dear Farmer, the barn is very cold at night.  We’d like some electric blankets.  Sincerely, The Cows.”  It was bad enough the cows had found the old typewriter in the barn, now they wanted electric blankets!”  “No way,” said Farmer Brown.  “No electric blankets,” so the cows went on strike.  They left the note on the barn door.  “Dear Farmer Brown, the pond is quite boring.  We’d like a, what?”

Diving board.

A diving board.  “Sincerely, The Ducks.”  Click, clack, quack; click, clack, quack; clickety, clack, quack.

Now that’s a tongue twister.

They got the duck.

They got it.  The end.

How many of you guys are reading this summer just at home?  Are you guys reading at home for fun?  That’s really, really important.  You turn those TVs off and keep reading?

How many of you--how many of you either yourself or your moms and dads have library cards?  Oh, that’s good.  Because you can find lots of books can’t you?  That’s your secretary in the library.  Good, that’s great.

You can go everyday and go once a week on the weekends, you can go and whenever is good but it’s a great thing that we go as a whole family.
