21st Century Redhound Enrichment Program

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wr8ZKoP37is
“Our children spend over a month less in school than children in South Korea – every year.  That’s no way to prepare them for a 21st century economy.  That’s why I’m calling for us not only to expand effective after-school programs, but to rethink the school day to incorporate more time – whether during the summer or through expanded-day programs for children who need it.”

For most students, the summer break is a time for well-deserved rest and recreation following the end of the regular school year.  But for others, especially students from low-income communities, the break can create the “summer slide”-- where young people lose academic and developmental progress in their months away from school, so that they return in the fall with knowledge and skills at levels below where they were when the previous school year ended.  

Studies reveal that the effects of summer slide can be long lasting, affecting students’ college readiness and potential for graduating from high school.  But studies also show that students who are exposed to early and sustained summer learning opportunities actually improve academically and are more motivated and confident as well.

The 21st Century Redhound Enrichment Program, serving the Corbin Independent School District in rural southeastern Kentucky, is a school-based K-through-six summer program, and is considered one of the best in the nation.  Working with community partners, Redhound – which gets its name from the school’s team mascot -- provides high quality structured activities that reinforce old skills and teach new ones in an exciting and dynamic summer learning experience. 

“Redhound enrichment program is a comprehensive program.  We take a whole child approach to academics, enrichment, character education and fitness components.  We seek to meet the needs of both the community and the school.  We seek to meet the academic needs of the schools programs with arts and humanities components, literacy, mathematics, science and social studies, and together this all meshes to make a better program to best meet all the needs in our area.”

In many ways, Redhound Enrichment looks like a like summer camp.  But each year the program focuses on academic skills and knowledge, all organized around an annual theme.  This year it is Trek Around the World.  The week’s activities focus on a different region or culture with fun but challenging projects that strengthen skills in math, science, reading, language, social studies and fitness, all designed to broaden the whole person. 

“They’re able to get in the summer program, more one on one time, and we’re able to tweak our lessons to where each student, the lessons fits their personal learning style and personal learning level, rather than having an entire class that you have to have a certain set of curriculum that you have to have done by a certain date.  We’re able to focus on that one student and we’re able to have fun with it.”  

Students adhere to a busy schedule from nine in the morning until about three in the afternoon, with opportunities for structured activities or free play time before and after.   The flexible schedule is designed to meet the needs of   the participants – and their parents, too.  

“It’s really awesome that they have a program in this area where they offer so many different things for the kids to be involved in that we might have to drive maybe 30 minutes to an hour for them to do, where it’s right here at the school.”   

Redhound Enrichment also emphasizes the importance of fitness, healthy eating and service.  Activities like swimming, karate, cheer and other sports and exercises are part of each day’s curriculum, while nutrition and service learning activities integrated into other daily courses.  Community partners provide assistance. 

 “Baptist Regional Medical Center has reached out to different agencies in the community and we’ve partnered with Redhound Enrichment to help develop and educate the children to be more active, and to learn a better diet, and just a healthier life-style.”   

The Redhound Enrichment program can clearly serve as a model for the rest of the nation.  Over the years, more than half of its participants showed significant academic gains as well as improved math and reading performance by at least one letter grade.  More than three-quarters scored at proficient or above in state math and reading tests.  And just about everyone had a good time, too. 

“You need to learn during the summer some because during the summer you lose all your thoughts and all that math and all that stuff, so this place, it does learning, but it makes it fun, too.”  
