Recovery Act Success Story: St. Louis
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MWlPgU4WiT4
I wanted to become a teacher because I wanted to help

kids learn and make a positive difference in their lives.
I love teaching because when I come in here and I know

that there’s a student that’s really never enjoyed
education and you give them that feeling of success.

You can see their whole face light up. I think that I’m

really providing students with that love for education

which they might not ever have.

As a child I probably pretended to be a teacher. I had my

little neighborhood children, my friends. We’d pass out

pencils and paper and I would pretend to do that.

I know that throughout the country that people change

jobs often but education is so rewarding that I think that

it’s something I’ll probably be doing for a long time.

The economy, just like every other area in our country

has really affected education.

We’ve lost a lot of our teachers, weren’t able to hire any

new teachers, which we needed.

We kind of had to make due with what we had.
When I saw that the position that I had as a literacy coach

would no longer exist I was very concerned about that.
If I wasn’t able to teach I think I would feel kind of lost

because that’s what I do and I plan to teach

for as long as I can.

And that’s why we passed a recovery act less than one

month after I took office.

And for states facing historic budget shortfalls we

provided assistance that has saved the jobs of tens of

thousands of teacher, police officers,

and other public servants so that you wouldn’t see

the recession get even worse.

We were pleased to hear about the money when we got

notice of that initiative out of Washington, but more

importantly the amount that we were going
to get in public schools.
At the end of the the week you might say “okay I tried to

teach them about variables using this method and it

didn’t work.” The kids just didn’t get it. And so start

thinking about different ways to do it.

You know we lose a lot of teachers in the first five years

by not providing them with the support that we need

and so stimulus dollars are really helping us to not only

train teachers the right way, to keep teachers ,

and to really help our students improve.

In serving as a teaching and learning facilitator

you’re a coach. Or you’re coaching someone along

and you give them feedback. And you support them so
they can support the children.

You know because what they do is so important and I 
want to make their job as easy as possible.
What I do know from looking back at those three young

ladies is that they all have a rich background already. One
has taken graduate course work in the mentoring 
process. One has been a reading first teacher. The other
one had also been a former literacy coach in our district.
So they have a lot of rich experience. They’re well

regarded by their peers and they are helping to enrich
what is happening in those schools.

So as we look at monies that are being made available we

think it’s a God-send coming into St Louis public schools
because the fact that we have one in every school, that’s
elementary, early childhood centers, our middle schools,
and all of our high schools—it’s going to make a

difference. It will really make a difference.

You guys collectively—this city—has a chance to be a

model. So I want to do everything I can to support that.
This focus on teacher quality is so hugely important.

Nothing is more important than getting a great teacher

into every classroom.

Children are our future and it’s very important that they

have a quality education—they have quality teachers to
teach them, that teachers have the kinds of support so
they can provide the best instruction for their students.
I think though from the one hand we said

all children can learn. But I also say that all children
can only learn when we as adults accept the

responsibility in our role to provide the conditions
to help foster that learning in the classroom.
I feel very fortunate to be able to be not only in this

district but this school in particular. I think that we have a
great opportunity to help our students to make great
changes—to find what it is they want to do to be
productive members of society.
