Secretary Arne Duncan Takes Listening Tour to New Jersey
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HPTerer0ctc
No matter what school or what program you are in, you have to be interested in it, you have to believe in it.  We believe in North Star because we know what their core values are.
It’s great that North Star gives us a lot of opportunities like, even if we go in trips our opportunity is not always about having fun, it’s about learning something and it’s about like, and especially the college course and everything that North Star does for us, to help us prepare for our future.  And it’s like the opportunities are great for us.
And I think the great part about North Star is that like they really challenge you to like be educated and to try and do the right thing.  Like, it’s helping you become more intelligent as a person and it’s helping you to become like be more successful, because if you don’t have that strong foundation, then you won’t be able to really be successful.
So you have to commit the hard work to make sure that you have a bright future.
One thing I just want to say is that I believe in the focus schools, the structure and the leadership has to start from the top and I mean that by principle, it has to start from the principle, everything that he has, has to go over to the teachers.
How do teachers get one work, if you don’t assist them in a political stuff...
Education is something that will never go away.  You need to take the opportunity to learn it you fall back depressed. 
Last week our math teacher, Mr. Chan, he told us that we could come--we could come to this classroom after school and study with him if we like, if we need any, if we have any troubles with anything there and with any other problems or if you don’t understand.  And because he helped me with that, I got a 97 on my Math 5.
There are great, great schools like this around the country.  Every neighborhood, rural, in the city, urban, suburban, we don’t quite have enough yet.  And so the question is how do we give every child the kind of opportunities that you currently have and so what we spend all of our time thinking about is how we get more kids these kinds of opportunities and how we build the culture that has high expectations.  How you get more parents engaged.  How you get more great principals and more great teachers to come to work with our kids.  And so, I just thank all of you for your hard work and what you guys are doing together is pretty remarkable.  You give just a lot--we could here all day and listen to [INDISTINCT] but thank you so much for the example you set in this country.
