Secretary Arne Duncan Takes Listening Tour to Detroit

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xESn7PdRxKo
This is part of the Secretary’s effort to really listen to all of the key stakeholders across the country.  Around what’s the experience with ESEA or No Child Left Behind as it has been called, what’s--was it would plan--the good, the bad, and the ugly.  Okay.  Now what has it been like, what’s working, what isn’t, you know, where you like to see things changed.

We’re getting tested data from a class that’s gone.  They’ve graduated, and so we can’t do anything for them anymore.

But, I just think a lot of support services that we need for our students are the first thing they cut when there’s a deficit.  If we were wireless which our principal is doing now but, if we were wireless, you can get computers on a current consoles, and take them to different teachers’ classroom, and bam, you can do what you need to do because they’re more computer literate than they are with paper and pencil.  You don’t need textbooks.  You run a computer and open up your textbook.  That’s wasted money to me.

I really want to hear the truth, what’s working, what’s not, and we had a really important meeting earlier but, I’ll tell you, this is the most important meeting today for me.  It’s really to hear from you guys, and to get your advice.  And, obviously, we would have a chance to work with President Obama, and have a chance to make the country dramatically better but the only way to get there is to hear from you guys.  What’s working, what’s not and get your advice?  And so, I’d like just to open and have a bit of a conversation of what you think.  Me and Rosalyn and our teams should be thinking about to dramatically improve education, not just in Detroit.  I want to talk some about Detroit and global for the country.

Your honor, like the 11th and 12th grade year, I’d like to see more career-oriented classes that actually help the student take the career path in which they plan on going to.

They come to school.  They go to this class, and they say, “Okay, my parents aren’t supporting me.  My peers aren’t supporting me like they should.”  So, I need you to support me.  I need you to have my attention.  I need you to make sure I get there.
The more hands-on, as well as, with like, the partnership with outside companies, as far as, like, First Robotics, we get hands-on concept with building robots which means--which is actually, what brought me to joining engineering, the engineering field.  If you get the hands-on, that’s something that you don’t get inside of your everyday classroom, and that’s something that’s needed, and also, bringing the idea that there are more future careers at a lower level like, in elementary school.  You don’t hear much about engineering or science, or anything of that nature.  If you bring more of that into activities inside of the lower level, that would be a great thing.

I feel that a lot of the students, they lost focus because they lose focus, you know, after, after experiencing year after year just going through the same teaching technique, and it gets really boring, and then I lose focus.  You know, they give--and putting it to like, different things like, gang activity, and all of drug and gangs, and everything.  And it’s just tears them apart.
Peer or seniors, or juniors or, you know, sophomores out with freshmen so that way, when they enter, not only do they not feel alone, not only do they have a support but they have somebody that can be real with them, and say, “Hey, I made that mistake.  Let me go ahead and block this wall before you bump your head into it.”  You know...

