I Am What I Learn: Shane Battier's Story

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gkAAgeYcrHQ
My name is Shane Battier.  I come from a little suburb outside of Detroit, Michigan.  My first basketball memory started when I was about five years old, four or five years old.  I remember playing in the driveway with my dad, and my younger brother.  And I grew up in Michigan and so there was always snow in the winter.  And I remember shoveling the snow just so that I could go out and just start shooting hoops, and I, I just--I loved the game so much.  I wanted to be around it.  And luckily today, I get to do this for a living.  This is my job, and so, I’m really living my dream.  When I was growing up, you could find me in two places.  You could find me in the gym with the lights off.  They wouldn’t turn the lights on for me.  I’d be shooting free throws in the dark, trying to work in my game, trying to get better every single day.  Or else, you could find me in the library.  As long as I can remember, I’ve always enjoyed learning, and I read everything from encyclopedias to series of books about sports.  And so, I learned to love to read at an early age.  The journey to the NBA was a very difficult one, one that I was doubted at every step of the way.  When I was in sixth grade, people said, “Oh, Battier, you’re too skinny.”  When I went to Duke University, people told me, “Battier, you’re out of your league.”  When I got to the NBA, people said, “You’ll never be able to guard the Kobe Bryants and the Paul Pierces.  And here I am, in the ninth year of my NBA career, and I’ve had a pretty, pretty good career.  Well, the same thing happened to me in school.  People looked at me and didn’t give me a chance to be a good student, and I took that as a challenge.  And I put as much energy in my school as I did into my basketball to prove people wrong, “You know what, I don’t care what I do.  I’m going to be a great student ‘cause I want to be a great student.”  Education is the key to a career, and that should be the goal of everyone watching this video.  You want to have a career.  You want to be able to look back at your body of work and say, “I put my time in, and I was good.”  And, you’ll be a happier person.  I promise.
