Students Respond to the President's Back-to-School Speech
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TlvAPH6R_s4
I am here with students at Wakefield High School in Arlington Virginia. And we’ve got students tuning in from all across America from kindergarten through twelfth grade.

I’m here today because I have something important to discuss with you . I’m here because I want to talk with you about your education and what’s expected of all of you in this new school year.
President Obama said today your education will help  you with anything and everything you do.

He said that no matter what happens we have to keep trying. We still  have our books. We should try our best to behave well in class.

In the beginning of his speech he was talking about how you can’t just wake up, drop out of school  and expect to have a good job so it’s up to us to do what we have to do.

We can have the most dedicated teachers, the most supportive parents, the best schools in the world and none  of it will make a difference. 

None of it will matter unless all of you fulfill your responsibilities.

It’s very apparent you are letting down people around you if you quit on your education. You know you’re giving up on your future children, your relatives who probably need you more than anybody else.

When I came in my first year I always wanted to leave the school but I pushed through and right now I’m very glad to have gone to that school for five years and I’m looking forward to passing out of the school.

I know a couple people including some of my own family members who have decided that they’re not going to go on to college, or that they’re gonna just take a break before they go.

If you don’t go to college you’re just shooting yourself in the foot so that you can have a couple more  years of fun.

During his speech Obama said something that really thrilled me.

He said those greats ---the people you hear of—Mike Jordans—the great people in  life, they had problems. They had poverty but they didn’t look at that. They looked up to the future. They were resilient.

These people succeeded because they understood that you can’t let your failures define you.

You have to let your failures teach you. You have to let them show you what to do differently the next time.

When he was talking about mistakes and how you have to learn from your mistakes well it gave me lots of  motivation because I’ve made a lot of mistakes and I usually look down on myself and now I don’t—I won’t.

I realize from what he said that a lot of people don’t have everything like the one kid had brain cancer and another girl who didn’t speak English and it really for people with such struggles and such problems to be able to accomplish so much it made me realize that I should be so grateful for all the opportunities I have.

And Jazmin, Andoni, and Shantell aren’t any different from any of you. They face challenges in their lives just like you do. In some cases they’ve got it a lot worse off than many of you. But they refuse to give up. They chose to take responsibility for their lives, for their education, and set goals for themselves. And I expect all of you to do the same.

The majority of us here are born without problems like that so that should be—we should  all understand that since we weren’t born like that we have a better opportunity to further our education and take it more seriously rather than drop everything and take everything for granted.

Education is also our future. It’s gonna be what we make it.

It’s up to us to determine what will happen in the future and whether or not we will be successful and whether not we’ll still be in a war or if we’ll be in peace—what will happen.

As children of today who have everything at our disposal—we have computers, we have the internet. We don’t have to really suffer to get anything. We could easily research and get everything, so there’s nothing you cannot attain without enough hard work.

If you persevere and if you endure—If you go forward to claim what you think you can get, there is no way you won’t get it.

You should always aim high and the sky should be your limit.

