A Simpler, Easier FAFSA

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1NQ2UakBwL8
A college degree is never been more important than it is today.  In thanks to unprecedented new resources, as a country, we now have over a hundred billion dollars in grants and loans available to make your dream of graduating from college a reality.  To get access to that money you have to fill out the FAFSA form.  We’ve made it easier.  You can do it online.  That is the first step.  So please, fill the form out, go online, and pursue your dreams.

Thinking of college? Here are 5 easy tips to score student aid, from the     U. S. Department of Education, using FAFSA, the Free Application for Federal Student Aid.  It’s easy. It’s convenient.

Tip #1: Start searching soon. Never too early to consider where you might want to go. And what it takes to get there. Keep in mind that applying to different schools takes time.

For free help, check out the College Navigator at N-C-E-S-dot-ed-dot-gov-slash-collegenavigator

A big part is figuring how to afford college. 

It’s serious stuff. So, when researching schools of interest, visit their financial aid office websites and ask what financial aid is available at each school.  (A lot of that is Federal aid.)

Or just give them a call to inquire about federal aid, student grants, work-study, loans and scholarships available locally. Check with the school: your completed FAFSA application is so inclusive, it’s often the only major financial information you need to supply.

FAFSA—did we mention it’s free?

Tip #2: Pin down a PIN. The easy, direct way to file your FAFSA application is online.  For that—and when you later need to update, you need a PIN to secure your information and allow access when you need it.

This PIN is a Personal I.D. number, just like any familiar online password. But this one’s exclusively for your FAFSA access.

For more information about FAFSA PINs, Log on to w-w-w-dot-studentaid-dot-ed-dot-gov.

Tip #3: Dig up the Docs. Once you’re focused on a school, collect the documentation needed to apply. For example, on the financial side, that includes income tax returns and W-2 forms.

There’s a full list of documents at w-w-w dot fafsa dot gov.

Tax return not completed when you apply? Maybe you filed an extension? Just estimate the information, apply and update FAFSA later!

Tip#4: Fill out your FAFSA. Most FAFSA apps are submitted online. 

There’s a handy worksheet, if you want to fill out something on paper—and 

 review it—before entering the info on the app online.  

This way, nothing gets missed that your prospective school would need to know to grant you aid.

Questions about filling out your FAFSA? Call the Department of Education at 1-800-4FED-AID.

Make sure your app includes all schools you want to receive your FAFSA. Just locate the schools’ identifying numbers and add them to your app.  

Easy. 

Tip#5: Update your APP. You’ll receive a Student Aid Report after submitting your FAFSA.

It’s your chance to review, update estimates, change anything else that needs changing, for accuracy. Then reply pronto.

Sooner you do, the faster your aid results will be known.

And you and your family can get on with the next big thing:

College!  Good luck!

Good luck.

Getting financial aid for college starts with completing the FAFSA form. It’s easy, it’s fast, it’s online.  Please, just get it done.
