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Coordinator:
Welcome for today’s conference call and thank you all for standing by. At this time all participants are in a listen-only mode. For today’s call we’ll be conducting a question and answer session. At that time if you would like to ask a question, you can press star followed by the number 1.


I would like to remind everyone that today’s conference call is being recorded. If you have any objection for the recording, you may disconnect at this point. Now it’s my pleasure to hand the call over to Mr. Greg Darnieder. Sir, you may begin.

Greg Darnieder:
Thanks, (Jay) and good morning, everyone. I really appreciate you tuning in. Realizing summer has started and school year has ended and many summer programs are in full swing with - I just was the GEAR UP community in Chicago as they were launching programs on multiple college campuses and as such.


So lots of transition happening in lives over - that have just started in the last week or two. So I really appreciate you tuning in. You’ll recall that about a month ago we had a fabulous conversation with four young people from Texas, and their stories and the importance of individuals and opportunities sought and sometimes achieved, and sought and sometimes not achieved.

And the way we positioned that call was around pivot points. Pivot situations, pivot individuals that, in reflection as now college students, have really impacted their lives. And today we’re doing a similar call with (Louis) from the state of Arizona. And hopefully (Geneva) will be joining us as well, and you can hear her story, also from Arizona.


So just a couple comments before I turn it over to Linda Jensen, who is the Director of the Arizona College Access Network. And that is, this is the last call before we’ll break for the summer.

We’ll pick these calls back up in the fall. Would really love, and maybe even if we have time at the end of this call we could do a little brainstorming on topics that you would like covered in future calls, topics possibly that we’ve done to revisit them.

I’ve gotten a lot of comments about the call we did a while back around free resources when we, I think, did nine different resources in 50 minutes that are available to the College Access Community.

A number of you called in and said you got additional resources that you would like people to be aware of and as such have had a lot of interest in the credentialing conversations that have come out of the Harvard San Diego Presidential Conference last December.

In terms of what’s happening at the State level, there’s active work going on in that area. But whatever it is, would love to know for the fall the topics, people, researchers, and as such that you’d like to hear from. And so please reach out to me.

So with that being said, let’s jump into today’s conversation. We really do want to make this a conversation and would love at the end of this, and hearing from (Louis) and (Geneva), just your comments, your reactions, questions to them, perspective.


And you’re going to hear the power of relationships in both of their stories as we get into this. But to kind of set the stage, Linda Jensen, again, the director of the Arizona College Access Network is the one who’s arranged to hear from these young people.

And so I’ve asked her to kind of set the stage with her overall work. And then she’ll introduce our folks for today. So, Linda, I’m going to turn it over to you.

Linda Jensen:
Thanks, Greg. Hi. I’m the Director of AZCAN, the Arizona College Access Network, and we are a network of about 200 organizations throughout the state, all of whom are dedicated to helping students access and then be successful in postsecondary.


And so our network includes college access programs that are nonprofit, that are based in high schools, and that are outreach programs from the postsecondary institutions. And then we also have college success programs that are based in any of those places, as well, in the institutions or outside of the institutions, but that help students take those next steps, once they get to college, to be successful in completion.

So our network is really working collaboratively to provide a statewide system of support to our students, that there are caring adults every step of the way, that there are peer networks every step of the way, and that our young people can find the support they need to pursue their postsecondary dreams.

And we do support two-year colleges and four-year colleges, and military solutions, and whatever is the right choice for the student. In the case of today’s students, they both happen to be pursuing four-year degrees. And so we’ll get to hear about the pathway that they chose, the challenges that they have faced, and the people that have helped them along the way.


Now (Geneva) appears to be stuck in traffic. So we’re really going to concentrate on (Louis’s) story, just to get started. And we have (Louis Padia), who is an ASU student. He has been a participant in a college access program -- if you can believe it -- since fourth grade.


He has been part of what used to be called Quest for Kids, and now goes by the name of New Pathways for Youth. And so I’ll let him share his story about how his road to college actually started in fourth grade.
(Louis Padia):
Thank you, Linda. So my name is (Louis Padia). I was born in the Philippines. And we moved from the Philippines when I was five, but there - I have three siblings. I’m the youngest and there’s five of us, altogether. And my parents really cared for us and wanted us to have a really good career, really good school, and it’s a better life.


Back in the Philippines they were farmers. And what they did was basically sold, like, their farm products. And go out to different cities and sold their, you know, eggplants or whatever it is that they were selling. And I was there with them.


But, yes, my parents decided to move to America in 2000, and we lived in California for a year. And they needed to find work to basically help sustain the family. And so they moved to Arizona and they found a caregiver job, care home job. And so they moved over there and I came along with them.


And we lived in this house for quite a long time, say four or five years, before we actually got our own house. And they really encouraged us to finish school and go to college so that they wouldn’t have - or we wouldn’t have to go through what they had to.

But I think with that experience it really humbled me in to know that there is a possibility that I can go to college and just have a better life and to give back to my parents as well. And so during my elementary school, in fourth grade, I was chosen by New Pathways, or Quest for Kids, and they paired me up with a mentor.


This program, as well, helped me find scholarships, just get me ready for college. They had different programs, like financial budgeting. How to, you know, budget your money well and manage your time, what kind of colleges to look for, what kind of careers would you want. So they really prepared us moving towards college.


And so they paired us with a mentor and my mentor was (Bob Harnis). I’ve been meeting with him since fourth grade. So I’m now a senior in college. That’s a pretty long time, I guess. But, yes, along the way we just met and I just got to talk to him about, you know, my life at school, my grades.


He would always tell me that he would squeeze my head if I didn’t get good grades, so that was a good encouragement from him. But he also encouraged me just to do what I want to do in life, don’t worry about what other people say. And it doesn’t matter if they want you to be a doctor but you don’t want to be a doctor, do what you want to do.


And so it was a little bit rough finding my actual passion. My freshmen year of college, I was an electrical engineer. I chose that career because, one, it’s a big name. And, two, you get a lot of money. And so that was kind of my purpose for why I picked that.


And so going through my classes I had a difficult time. It just wasn’t for me, and I was struggling a little bit. And in one of my classes, we had a guest speaker who was an urban planner with a GIS degree, as well. He came into class and showed us what urban planning is and creating better cities, sustainable cities, using the GIS tool.


And that really just created a passion in my heart to follow that career path. And so after the first semester of engineering, I went ahead and chose a different path in moving to urban planning. It all worked out pretty good.

My classes fit in well and I didn’t have to go to school for another year. So that was a great fit. Let’s see what else.

Linda Jensen:
(Louis), why don’t you tell us about the relationship you’ve had with (Bob) through the years?

(Louis Padia):
Yes, sure. So we’ve been meeting at least once a week. Back then, in fourth grade, we had to meet every week, just kind of see how school was going. And then when we moved into middle school and high school it was just, like, once a month and so on.


But we had that consistency of just we have to meet and just kind of catch up and see what’s going on. And now, in college, we’re still meeting him there. But during in between, like, when we first met into how, he did have a stroke and before - after that stroke like everything changed. Just how he would talk, how often we met. He couldn’t do as much as before. And I could tell that it really affected him much, a lot.


And so before that like he really took care of me, picked me up after school and took me home sometimes. And we’d just go out to eat and hang out, see how my family is doing. He visited my family. He got to know my niece and nephews, got to know my siblings. So it was like he’s part of family.


And so after that stroke he couldn’t do much, couldn’t drive as much, couldn’t visit as much. And so the role kind of switched, where before he used to come over, and take care of me, and visit me, and give me a call.

And now I’m actually doing that for him, where - I just hang out with him before, just a month ago, actually. Just hung out with him, had lunch, and see how he’s doing and how his family is doing.


And so our relationship just grew throughout the years and I think even though that stoke happened it’s really strengthened our bond and relationship together. So I’m really blessed to have known him and he’s really encouraged me through the years in my career and really been a blessing just to be a part of family.

Linda Jensen:
And, speaking of family, you have a very supportive family. Your parents actually moved to the United States to give you a brighter future...
(Louis Padia):
Yes, ma’am.

Linda Jensen:
And have been supportive of your postsecondary education, have been pushing you all the way. So what is it that (Bob), as a mentor, has been able to provide that is different from your family’s support?
(Louis Padia):
Well, my parent’s really, they were like structured like you have to be a doctor and stuff. You have to be a - or an engineer, or whatever. But (Bob) just said, “Be whatever you want to be but make sure you love what you’re doing. It’s not a job, it’s just something you love doing.”


So he really influenced me in just finding what that passion is in my heart and just kind of gave me the moral support to keep going and making sure that, you know, I’m involved. Like have the best time in college. So like join clubs, do community service, hang out with a lot of people and just have fun.


And he also helped me out - network with different groups. He showed me an architect firm and see if I liked it or not. And that, too, was a great blessing as well.

Linda Jensen:
So (Bob) helped broaden some of your options?

(Louis Padia):
Yes.

Linda Jensen:
We’re lucky enough today, we have another of your mentors in the room with us, Myrna Cardenas, from College Success Arizona is here. And that’s the current program that (Louis) is participating in.

He graduated out of New Pathways for Youth when he graduated from high school, but then there was this beautiful handoff, where then he became a participant with College Success Arizona, has a scholarship and has mentoring from that organization.


And Myrna is paired with him as a mentor. So I’d love for Myrna to chime into the conversation to talk about the mentoring relationship that’s happening now.
Myrna Cardenas:
Sure. Good morning. My name is Myrna Cardenas, and I’m with College Success Arizona. I’m a senior advisor there, and I am (Louis’s) current advisor and mentor for the scholarship.

We meet pretty regularly, here at ASU. But I’ve actually known (Louis), since he was maybe in eighth grade or so, because I used to work for Quest for Kids. So I’ve had a relationship with him longer than these last, you know, three, four years since he’s been in college. So it’s been really great to see him grow and to be a part of his life.
Linda Jensen:
And, (Louis), do you want to comment? You’ve got lots of people in your life that are looking for you to succeed and supporting you in that. How does that all work together? Sometimes do you feel like you have too many people placing pressure on you?

(Louis Padia):
It’s not really much pressure, but more of encouragement. I mean, words can really mean a lot to someone who’s come from nothing and now into something like about to graduate college and looking to, you know, find a job in the career path they want.

But just those encouragement and like the support financially or just trying to find resources to get through college has really, really been helpful.

Greg Darnieder:
So I’m going to jump in, here. (Louis), I understand you just got back from Europe.

(Louis Padia):
Yes, sir.

Greg Darnieder:
And so it’s pretty clear that, with Myrna and (Bob)’s help, they really helped expand your horizons and kind of built what many times gets called social capital in terms of - you mentioned the architect firm and even switching your major and such.


But talk a little bit more about experiences, including this opportunity that you literally just got back from, I understand, the last day or so, from being able to travel to Europe, something when we talked previously, you never dreamed of that type of opportunity.

(Louis Padia):
Yes. Yes, I’ve never - I never even thought of going to college. Like, ASU or university, but with the help of Myrna and (Bob), they really encouraged me, just, yes, just go for it. Even though you can’t find the money right now, there will be - it will be there when it comes.


And so, you know, Arizona State - I was supposed to go to community college, but now I’m here and I’ve got the opportunity to also study abroad with ASU. And I just got back two days ago. I went to Germany, France, Austria, Belgium - other places within those countries. And it’s just a great experience to see different people, different culture.


And it really taught me how to be more independent and just how to be open to new things. And again, I wasn’t going to go to Europe until Myrna helped me out and just said, yes, just do it. It’s life changing. And same thing from (Bob). He said, yes, it will be the best thing in your life. And they weren’t lying, so. And it was absolutely the best experience I had.
Greg Darnieder:
So say something more about why this was so impactful. What - how did it open your eyes to, you know, the next step in your life for - how has it impacted you?

(Louis Padia):
Yes, so for Europe - like before that my parents - I’m the youngest and they kind of babied me throughout the years and spoiled me a little bit. And so I’ve got everything handed to me. And so going to Europe really taught me to be more independent.


So you have to find your own ways to get from point A to point B. You have to decide what you want to eat that day or what you want to wear, where you want to go, what places to see, that time and manage it.

And so that really helped me grow up a little bit more instead of like having my parents tell me what to do I’m now like, I’m going to do this, I’m open to doing this. I’m going to do it. If I don’t like it, I don’t like it. At least I tried and I experienced it. And I’m ready to move on to other different adventures and different new things.


So that really just helped me grow, just be more open to different cultures, different experiences and not being afraid to step out and being uncomfortable. Because it’s really - I think that’s really helped me grow is stepping out of my comfort zone.
Greg Darnieder:
Yes. Yes, yes. That’s great. I’m just going to jump in here and ask (Jay) to give the directions for people to make any - call in with questions and comments. But also, I don’t know if (Geneva) has joined us.

And I don’t know if she’s waiting or not, but, (Jay), can you jump in? And then I’m going to come back on and then I’ll also hand it back to Linda and Myrna. But can you give directions for people to join the conversation?
Coordinator:
Sure. Thank you. For participants over the phone, if you would like to ask a comment or comment, you can press star followed by the number 1. Please unmute your phone and provide a clear recording of your name when prompted, because your name is needed for me to introduce your question.


Once again, for a question, you can press star followed by the number 1. Thank you.

Greg Darnieder:
Okay. So while we’re waiting for folks to call in, (Louis), you just said something really interesting. And that’s you made a statement to say that you were supposed to go to community college, but instead you ended up at Arizona State.

Can you say a little bit about the supposed to? What’s happening? Was that an issue of affordability? Was it just what your classmates were doing coming out of high school, they attended a community college? And then how did you end up at the four-year institution, rather than at the community college?

(Louis Padia):
Yes. So in high school everyone - well, you know, it breaks up into like people moving out of state and going to different universities, and the other majorities going to a community college.


And I thought I was going to do that because of financial needs. I had no money to go to a university like Arizona State. I didn’t know where to get it. And I remember one time going to an orientation with Arizona State just to register for just to get into the college.


I remember looking over to my right and I see my friend. And he was talking about how much scholarship money he’d already gotten. And it was like 4,000, 5,000. And I look over to my screen. I had zero. And I was like, “Yes, I don’t know if I’m going to go to Arizona State at all.”


But luckily a few weeks later I got an email saying that I received the Obama scholarship, which is the Presidential Scholarship to Arizona State. I can accept it or reject it. But, you know, I - like might as well.


And this scholarship, was it does is it provides the money to pay for housing, your meal plans, your books, and it pays your tuition. And it covers four years of your college. And you just have to meet the requirements. Meet with another mentor and do community services and have a high GPA.


And so after seeing that, that’s where I made my choice, like I’m not going to community college. I’m actually going to go to university. And now I’m here at Arizona State, almost graduating, just one more year. And I’m looking forward to seeing what’s next.
Greg Darnieder:
So when you look back at, you know, making your decision to go to college, your parents are supportive. Was it - did you have a pretty clear idea of the difference between loans, grants, scholarships? Did you have a pretty good sense of how much it would cost to go to the community college versus going to Arizona State or some other choice?


What did you wish you knew like when you were a senior in high school about paying for college or deciding on even your major? What advice would you give to people listening in, in terms of advising that juniors and seniors in high school that they’re working with? What’s really, really important?

(Louis Padia):
I think what’s important is being involved in a lot of different activities, whether it be community services or clubs or sports team or even the marching band. Like I did marching band for the whole four years in high school, and that’s really another great experiencing, life changing.


I met new people, a lot of people, and just had a blast going to the games and experiencing all that. But during my senior year in high school, I didn’t really know much about loans and grants and scholarships.


And so I just knew that college was - that university college was expensive and community colleges were cheap. And I think also that I think educating the high schoolers that, you know, there are plenty of options out there and like what the differences of loans and scholarships are would be helpful and like really encouraging them to be involved somehow, because that really helped me get my scholarships as well.


Like I was - I did a lot of community service hours. I think in one year I did about 50 hours in high school. And so that really helped me out. And like it’s - you’re giving back to your community as well. So I’m always a big fan of a better environment, better communities. So I think that’s very helpful.

Linda Jensen:
It strikes me that...
Greg Darnieder:
Is that - yes, go ahead. Go ahead.

Linda Jensen:
(Louis) had the academic rigor. He’s obviously highly intelligent. He had the moral support. So the support systems were in place. His aspirations were there, and yet some of the pieces of college knowledge were missing. And so that’s just a reminder that in College Access there are so many components that lead to success.

Greg Darnieder:
Right. Right. Let me - (Jay), do we have anybody on the line who wants to join the conversation?

Coordinator:
We do not have any questions in queue, sir.

Greg Darnieder:
Okay. Can you give the directions to everybody again, in case somebody wants to join us?

Coordinator:
Sure. Once again, participants, if you would like to have a question or a comment, you can press star followed by the number 1.

Greg Darnieder:
So, (Louis), the scholarship you ended up, was that heavily based on community service?

(Louis Padia):
Can you repeat that?

Greg Darnieder:
Or who encouraged you to apply for this, or did you have to apply? Was it just - did it come out of the blue?

(Louis Padia):
It was through financial needs, I believe. ASU looks through FAFSA and sees if your family - how much your family makes. And you have to - it’s in between a certain range. And that’s how they pick their scholars.

Greg Darnieder:
Okay. Do you remember what your GPA was in high school?

(Louis Padia):
I want to say 3.0, 3.5-ish? Somewhere in that range. Yes, it was around 3.0 and 3.5.

Greg Darnieder:
So a B, a little bit better than a B student, in high school.

(Louis Padia):
Yes, I was a...so.

Greg Darnieder:
Yes. Yes, okay. All right.

Linda Jensen:
And, (Louis), did you take advanced course work? Did you take AP classes, honors classes?

(Louis Padia):
Yes, I took one honors class. I mainly took dual enrollment, and that really is a - I’m glad I did that. So like I wouldn’t - dual enrollment basically you do the class in high school and then it counts for college credits.


And so I did math and writing. And so when I got to ASU, I didn’t have to do the normal college math. I could just go right into Calculus, which is the beginning math for engineers. And then same thing with writing. I didn’t have to do any college beginning classes.

I took the advanced composition class in high school. Even though it was a few hundred dollars, it’s worth it, because, you know, if I went to ASU and took it, it’d be a lot more than just $400 dollars. So definitely a good idea to do. Along with that, I think that’s pretty much the classes I took.

Greg Darnieder:
Your parents today, I assume, are more than proud of you?

(Louis Padia):
Yes, absolutely.

Greg Darnieder:
Even though you’re not the engineer that they hoped?

(Louis Padia):
Yes, they said that’s okay, though. They’re happy for me.

Linda Jensen:
And it sounds like (Bob) has been an influence on the family as well, and helped you open up some new possibilities within your family’s perceptive. Is that true?

(Louis Padia):
Yes, yes. He’s been a big part of the family. Like we hang out with him a lot. And like we invite him to our family, you know, birthday parties, just gatherings. And he does the same. So he’s just part of family. It’s just like that whole mentorship is still there, but like it’s another level, so.

Greg Darnieder:
Well, it’s - so your relation with him is such a powerful, powerful reminder. We did actually a whole series of, I think, it was three calls on the power of mentoring.

And to hear of a relationship that started when you were in fourth grade, so nine years of age or so, and, you know, it still is going 13, 14 years later is a great testimony to the importance and power of these mentoring relationships and also just reiterating, you know, how you’ve been there for him as he’s faced his own physical challenges and such.


So what happens after you graduate ASU? Are you going on to get your masters or are you going looking for a job, or what’s next?

(Louis Padia):
Yes, I plan to get a job and, you know, get at least a few years’ experience. And just coming from Europe, I heard that Germany, they offer like free school for your master’s degree. So I’m looking into doing my master’s in GIS or urban planning over in Germany.

Greg Darnieder:
Wow. Okay. That’s quite a journey from the Philippines.

(Louis Padia):
Yes. I’m just open to new things, so.

Greg Darnieder:
Yes. Well, congratulations. What a great story. (Jay), do we have anybody on the line?

Coordinator:
Yes, sir. We do have from the line of Stephanie Sprow. Ma’am, your line is open.

Stephanie Sprow:
Hi. Greg had basically asked my question when he was talking about how you found out about the scholarship or how you applied for the scholarship. But did you apply for any other scholarships and just weren’t sure about them or did you sort of come to know about scholarships? What was that like?

(Louis Padia):
Yes, through New Pathways they gave me an advisor and to kind of help me search for scholarships and help me do the statement letters and so on. And during that whole time, I applied to about 16-20 scholarships, and I only received around eight, so half of that.


And they’re only - some of those scholarships are, you know, a years’ worth or a semesters’ worth. But and those scholarships really relied on like how much community service I did and my GPA and how involved I am with the community.

Stephanie Sprow:
Okay, thank you.

Greg Darnieder:
(Stephanie), hang on. So with your chiming in here, can you comment around the First Lady’s interest in what she calls young people beating the odds and her interest and what she’s done? You know, hearing from people like (Louis), whether it’s from an immigration standpoint or just kids who have, you know, grown up in tough situations and what’s on the horizon there?

Stephanie Sprow:
Sure, absolutely. So I’m Stephanie Sprow. I’m the Deputy Director of the First Lady’s Reach Higher Initiative. And she came to us a few years ago basically wanting to highlight and help students who are a lot like (Louis), students who are bright, students who know that they can do something and be something.


To get them to, one, help their classmates to feel the same way, but also to open pathways for them to college and to college graduation. So we launched the first, the Reach Higher Initiative last May, or May 2014, at our college signing day. And we want to thank everyone who participated then.


And then also this year we had a really great time. But one thing that she does want to do and that we’re gearing up for now over the summer is highlighting those students who have beaten the odds, recognizing that the skills that may of our students who society deems as failures or who are supposed to fail, don’t.


Because they do beat the odds because they have the supports that they need, like a Gear Up or like a strong school counselor or strong supports either in family in the community and that this can be the story for all students.


So we are celebrating those students who beat the odds to go on to college and then ultimately to a career. We know that there are more stories like that than usually get highlighted in the public.

And so we want to make sure that we are showing our students that they can do better and that if they can come this far, if they can apply for 16 scholarships and apply for school and to take care of their siblings or to, as she sometimes says, you know, take the long way home to avoid a gang activity or all those things that really do give them grit and tenacity, those are the same skills that you need in order to graduate from college.

And not to think of themselves as others, but to know that they have a place in academia and that it really is a good place for them and to have a better life and a better life for their family.

So she cares very, very deeply about it, because she realizes she is one of those kids and that she wouldn’t be where she was if it hadn’t been for opportunities that were afforded her that most people would have not anticipated that someone from the south side of Chicago in the 70’s would have had.

Greg Darnieder:
Thanks for that. That’s super. I really appreciate that. (Jay), do we have another caller?

Coordinator:
We do not have any more questions in queue, sir.

Greg Darnieder:
Okay. Let me take it and turn it back to Linda and Myrna. Anything else you’d like to make sure we hear from (Louis) before we let him go?
Linda Jensen:
I think we’ve gotten a pretty good picture of what (Louis) has come through and the changes that have occurred in his life, some of which happened in Europe just last week. We’re very proud of (Louis).

He’s just one example of the kind of work that is being done in Arizona, where we’re trying to collaborate and ensure that our students have support at every stage of the game so that the choices that they’re making are going to be ones that are leading them to the kind of life they want.
Greg Darnieder:
So let me just say from the Department of Education standpoint, we really appreciate the work that you’re leading throughout the State of Arizona and the 200 plus groups that are involved with you and your work with school districts. And, you know, how do we really institutionalize this work and scale it up, not only in Arizona, but across the country?


So again, (Louis), thank you for sharing your story with people across the country today. Let me just say a couple other things and we’ll actually end today’s call a little bit early. Again if you have suggestions on topics for next year’s calls, please send them to me on people to present, questions to raise.


We did a couple calls this year where we didn’t have a presentation. And a question was thrown out for people to react to. And we did one call around the amount of debt any of you doing direct service advised your young person to assume as they proceed towards achieving their baccalaureate degree and had lots of interesting responses to that question.


But if you have a question that - where the answer isn’t necessarily clear as can be, let’s put that out on the table next year and talk about it. All of these calls, I think as everybody knows, can be found on the College Access Affinity Group site.

And the recording of these calls, the PowerPoint presentations, which we didn’t have today but we typically have, are all posted there along with the transcript of the call. So it becomes a nice little library. I think there are probably 50-ish calls up there now over the last couple years.


So again thanks for participating, not only today but over the course of the year and taking time out. So with that, (Jay), I think we’ll bring today’s call to an end.

Coordinator:
All right. Thank you. That concludes today’s conference call. Thank you all for participating. You may now disconnect.
END

