How ED Modified the Scope of Work In Response to Public Comments on Its Draft

The US Department of Education wishes to express its gratitude to the many reviewers of the Draft Statement of Work   They contained many thoughtful suggestions.  Without responding to every specific comment, the following is a brief summary of how reviewer’s suggestions have been incorporated within the revised scope of work:

· There were several suggestions to expand the scope of work by increasing the emphasis on issues of gender equity, special populations, accountability, quality of postsecondary faculty, funds allocation, and other topics.  Although such topics are interesting and important, we have generally not expanded the scope of the study as suggested.   

Many of these topics will be addressed in a limited manner in this study, but more fully by other research that will be undertaken by the National Assessment of Vocational Education (NAVE).  Thus, we have modified the scope of work to make it clear that the NAVE consists of several research efforts, many of which are more appropriate ways to address these additional topics of concern.

· One reviewer suggested that the relationship between case studies and the teacher survey was unclear.  We revised the work statement to clarify this relationship.  The purpose of the case studies is an in-depth examination of the quality of vocational education, but it cannot provide nationally representative estimates; the teacher survey will be used to determine the prevalence of “promising” practices across the country.  

· One reviewer suggested that there might be better ways to select the sample of sites for case studies than was suggested in the scope of work.  The revised scope of work makes it clear that offerors are encouraged to suggest alternative approaches that they believe are more effective or efficient ways to achieve the objectives of this evaluation. 

· One reviewer suggested that the emphasis on academic achievement might be inappropriate and unfair in a study of vocational education.  The revised scope of work recognizes the appropriateness of other student outcomes, including postsecondary enrollment, technical skill competency and success in employment.  It also entertains the possibility of using multiple measures of school success in selecting a case study sample.  However, we are skeptical that state data systems are sufficiently well developed to provide school level data on outcomes other than academic achievement.

