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1992 National Adult Literacy Survey 


Background Questions





National Survey





Demographic Information


Which is your current marital state?


What is your ethnicity?


Are you of Hispanic origin or descent?


What is your date of birth?


What is your gender?





Citizenship


In what country were you born?


How many years have you lived in the United States?





Early Language Experience


When you were growing up, what language or languages were usually spoken in your home?


What language or languages did you learn to speak before you started school?


What language did you first learn to read and write?


How old were you when you learned to speak English?


Where did you primarily learn to: [read newspapers, magazines, or books; read graphs, diagrams, or maps; fill out forms; write letters, notes, memos or reports]?





Current Language Skills


With regard to the language you learned to speak before you started school, how well do you understand it when: [it is spoken to you; you speak it; your read it; you write it]?


With regard to the language you learned to speak before you started school, how often do you: [listen to radio programs, tapes or records; watch television programs or video tapes; read newspapers, magazines, or books; write or fill out letters or forms] in that language?


What language you use in each of the following situations: [at home; at work; while shopping in your neighborhood; when visiting relatives or friends]?


Which language do you usually speak now?


What other language do you often speak now?


With regard to the English language, how well do you: [understand it when it spoken to you; speak it; read it; write it; do arithmetic problems when you have to get the numbers from written materials]?





Language Training


Have you ever taken a course to learn how to read and write English as a second language? Did you complete this course?


Have you ever taken a course to learn how to speak and understand English as a second language? Did you complete this course?





Literacy impairments


Do you have a physical, mental or other health condition that keeps you from participating fully in work, school, housework or other activities?


Do you have any difficulty seeing the words and letters in ordinary newspaper print even when wearing glasses or contact lenses, if you usually wear them?


Do you have any difficulty hearing what is said in a normal conversation when another person even when using a hearing aid, if you usually wear one?


Do you currently have any of these conditions: [a learning disability; any mental or emotional condition; mental retardation; a speech disability; a physical disability; a long-term illness; any other health impairment]?


Educational Attainment


What was the highest level of education you completed before coming to the United States?


What is the highest level of public or private education you completed in the United States?


What was the highest level of education your mother, stepmother or female guardian completed?


What was the highest level of education your father, stepfather or male guardian completed?


What was the main reason you stopped your public or private schooling when you did?


Did you ever study for a GED or high school equivalency?


What kind of high school program are you taking/did you take? Is/Was it: [college preparatory; vocational; technical or trade; general; or the same for everyone]?


Are you currently enrolled in school or college, either full-time or part time?


Upon completing your current schooling, what diplomas, certificates, degrees or accreditation do you expect to earn?





Skills Training


Are you currently enrolled in or have you ever taken part in a program other than in regular school in order to improve your basic skills, that is, basic reading, writing and arithmetic skills?  How recently did you take part in this training?


Is/was this program a training program or course given by or sponsored by: [your employer or union; a publicly sponsored education and training program such as JTPA or ABE; a tutoring program sponsored by a library, church, or community organization; any other program, such as one offered by the military, prisons, or other institutions]?





Labor Force Participation


Last week were you: [working a full-time job for pay or profit, that is 35 hours or more;


working for pay or profit part-time, that is 1 to 34 hours; working two or more part-time jobs for pay, totaling 35 or more hour; unemployed, laid off or looking for work; with a job but not at work because of temporary illness, vacation, or work stoppage; with a job but on family leave (maternity or paternity leave); in school; keeping house; retired; doing volunteer work; other (specify)]?


Have you looked for a job at any time during the past four weeks?


How many hours/days did you work last week?


Including weeks of paid leave, such as vacation and sick leave, how many weeks did you work for pay or profit during the past 12 months?


Of the weeks you were not employed, what were you doing?


On average, how many hours/days did you work during the past 12 months?


Which of the following describes your work history: [held a paying job within the last three years; held a paying job but not within the last three years; never been employed for pay full-time or part-time]?


For what kind of business do you work?


What is/was your occupation?


What are/were the most important activities or duties at this job?


Including yourself, how many people in your family are employed or work for pay or wages part-time?





Income


Last week, what was your total weekly wage or salary from all jobs before any deductions? 


For the past 12 months, what was your average weekly wage or salary before any deductions?


Did you or anyone in your family receive any of the following during the past 12 months: [Social Security or Railroad Retirement payments; Supplemental Security Income; other retirement, survivor, or disability payments; Aid to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC), public assistance, or public welfare payments from the state or local welfare office; food stamps; interest from savings or other bank accounts; dividend income from stocks or mutual funds or income from rental property, royalty, estates or trusts; income from any other sources, such as Veterans Administration payments, workers or unemployment compensation, child support or alimony]?


What was your family's total income from all sources in 1991?


What was your personal income from all sources in 1991?











Information Sources


How much information do you get from: [newspapers; magazines; radio; television; family members; friends or coworkers]?


How many hours do you usually watch television each day?


How often do you use the services of a library, for any reason? 





Political Participation


Have you voted in a national or state election in the United States within the past five years?





Literacy Activities 


How often do you read a newspaper?


Which parts of the newspaper do you read?


How many different magazines do you look at or read in English on a regular basis?


Which types of books have you read in English in the last six months?


How often do you read or use information from: [letters or memos; reports, articles, magazines, or journals; manuals or reference books; directions or instructions for medicines, recipes or other products; diagrams or schematics; bills, invoices, spreadsheets, or budget tables] for your own use?


How often do/did you read or use information from: [letters or memos; reports, articles, magazines, or journals; manuals or reference books; directions or instructions for medicines, recipes or other products; diagrams or schematics; bills, invoices, spreadsheets, or budget tables] as part of your current/most recent job?


How often do you write or fill out: [letters or memos; forms or things such as bills, invoices or budgets; report or articles] for your own use?


How often do/did you write or fill out [letters or memos; forms or things such as bills, invoices or budgets; report or articles] as part of your current/most recent job?


How often do you use arithmetic or mathematics for your own use, that is, add, subtract, multiply, divide or measure?


How often do/did you use arithmetic or mathematics as part of your current/ most recent job?


How much help do you get from family members or friends with: [filling out forms; reading or explaining newspaper articles or other written information; printed information associated with government agencies, public companies, private businesses, hospitals, etc.; writing notes and letters; using basic arithmetic, that is, adding, subtracting, multiplying, or dividing, such as in filling out order forms or balancing a checkbook?








Statewide Surveys





Geographic Location


How many years have you lived in California/Indiana/Iowa/New York/Ohio/ Pennsylvania/Texas/Washington? (state questionnaire)


How likely is it that you will move out of California/Iowa/Pennsylvania in the next five years? (state questionnaire)


If you moved into Ohio within the last five years, what was your primary reason for moving: (did not move into Ohio within the last 5 years; accompanied family or another person; to find a job; to accept a new job or transfer; to go to school; some other reason)? (state questionnaire)





Early Language Experience


Did you grow up in a home where there was a variety of books, newspapers, magazines, and other printed materials? (state questionnaire)


I was read to as a young child by my parent(s) or guardians. (Y/N) (state questionnaire)


I was helped with schoolwork by my parent(s) or guardians. (Y/N) (state questionnaire)


If you have children under six years of age living with you now, how often do you read to or with them? (state questionnaire)





Educational Attainment


Which levels of schooling did you attend in Illinois/Indiana/Ohio/Texas/Washington? (state questionnaire)


If you received a high school diploma, where did you receive it: [a public school in Ohio; a public school outside Ohio; a private school in Ohio; a private school outside Ohio; did not receive a high school diploma]? (state questionnaire)


If you received a certificate of high school equivalence as a result of taking and passing the GED tests, where did you receive it: [in Ohio; outside Ohio; did not receive a GED]? (state questionnaire)





Adult Education Programs


Where would be the best location for you to take a course or a training program: [local public school outside of school hours; local community college; university; library, church, community center or adult education center; workplace; other location; not interested in taking a course]? (state questionnaire)


Why would you enroll in a course or a training program: [to qualify for a better job; to participate in leisure activities or for personal improvement; to complete a diploma or degree or qualify for a license; to improve job-related skills; to improve parenting/child care skills]? (state questionnaire)


What would keep you from enrolling in a course or training program: [lack of time or interest; course or training program not offered at convenient times; inability to pay for course or training; lack of child care; lack of transportation; lack of information about available courses or training programs]? (state questionnaire)


What would keep you from enrolling in a course or training program: [I don't think I need to improve my basic skills; I am too old to go back to school; I think school is too hard; I don't have the time; I don't like school; I have too many conflicts; it would take too long to finish a basic skills program; I don't have any information about available basic skills programs]? (state questionnaire)


Which type of adult education program would best suit your needs: [a program leading to a credential, certificate or license; a program that teaches parenting skills; a program that teaches work skills at the work site; a program for self-enrichment; a program that combines both basic skills and job training; none]? (state questionnaire)


If you do not have a high school diploma or GED would you be willing to work toward obtaining a GED if your employer allowed you to attend classes during work hours? (state questionnaire)


Has lack of adequate child care ever prevented you from taking an adult literacy or job training program? (state questionnaire)


Has lack of convenient transportation ever prevented you from taking an adult literacy or job training program? (state questionnaire)





Labor Force Participation


Have you ever been passed over for a job or a promotion for any of the following reasons: [not having a high school diploma; not speaking English well enough; not reading well enough; not writing well enough; not be able to do arithmetic well enough; never employed]? (state questionnaire)





Skills Training


If you are currently employed, in which of the following areas do you feel you need additional training to become a more productive worker in your present job: [reading; arithmetic; computers; problem solving; listening; working in teams; none]? (state questionnaire)


Do you feel that an employer has an obligation to provide literacy education to its employees who need assistance? (state questionnaire)





Miscellaneous 


Do you feel that a state's literacy rate affects an out-of-state employer's decision to establish a new location there? (state questionnaire)
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