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NO       (Checked box indicates answer required for student to be eligible for Title IV.)

1. Is the student a U.S. citizen or eligible noncitizen?  (Questions 15-16 on FAFSA
and SAR).

2. Is the student a “regular student” enrolled or accepted for enrollment in an “eligible
program” for the purpose of obtaining a degree or certificate?  (Questions 24-32 on
FAFSA and SAR).

3. Does the student meet the academic qualifications for study at the postsecondary
level?  (Student has a high school diploma or recognized equivalent [such as a GED]
or is beyond the age of compulsory school attendance, has passed an ability-to-
benefit [ATB] test, or followed a state-prescribed process.)  (Questions 20-21 on
FAFSA and SAR).

4. Is the student enrolled solely in remedial coursework?

5. Is the student maintaining satisfactory academic progress?

6. Is the student in default or does the student owe an overpayment on a Title IV loan or
grant?  (Part 1 of SAR)

7. Does the student have a valid Social Security number?

8. Has the student registered with Selective Service (if applicable)? (Question 105 on
FAFSA and SAR).

9. Has the student borrowed in excess of loan limits?  (Part I of SAR).

10. Is the student a member of a religious order, an incarcerated student, or enrolled in a
correspondence course?

11. Does the student have financial need (except for some loan programs where need is
not necessary)?

12. Was the student’s financial aid history obtained from the school (or schools)
previously attended by the student or from NSLDS?

13. Has verification been completed (if required)?

General Student Eligibility Checklist

NEED TO KNOW
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Program-Specific Student Eligibility Criteria

FSEOG

Federal Perkins
Loan

FWS

FSEOG,* Federal
Perkins Loan, and
FWS

• Undergraduates only
• May not have bachelor’s or first

professional degree

• Undergraduates
• Graduate students
• Professional students

• Undergraduates
• Graduate students
• Professional students

• Undergraduates only*
• Graduate students
• Professional students

• See Federal Unsubsidized
Loan and Federal Direct
Subsidized Loan

Federal
Unsubsidized
Loan and Federal
Direct Unsubsi-
dized Loan

• Students must have a SAR or ISIR on file with the school
• Less-than-full-time, including less-than-half-time, students are eligible

◊ Less-than-half-time students must have an EFC of 1900 or less
◊ Less-than-half-time students were not eligible for 1990-91, 1991-92,

and 1992-93
• Members of religious orders are not eligible

• Must be awarded first to students with exceptional financial need (that
is, lowest EFCs)

• Priority to students with exceptional financial need who are eligible for
Federal Pell Grants

• Priority to students with exceptional financial need (as defined by the
school)

• Students must be willing to repay their loans
• Must have determination of Federal Pell Grant eligibility
• May not be in medical internship or residency

• Undergraduates only
• May not have bachelor’s or first

professional degree

• See comments below for "FSEOG, Federal Perkins Loan, and FWS"

• Demonstrate need according to Federal Need Analysis Methodology
• Less-than-full-time, including less-than-half-time, students are eligible

◊ Under certain circumstances, 5% of a school's allocation of
campus-based funds must be awarded to less-than-full-time
students and nontraditional students

• Members of religious orders are not eligible

• Students do not have to demonstrate financial need
• Student eligibility for Federal Pell Grant and Federal Unsubsidized or

Federal Direct Subsidized must be determined
• Students must apply for Federal Unsubsidized or Federal Direct

Subsidized first; EFA includes Unsubsidized or Direct Subsidized loan
amount for which students are eligible

• Students must be enrolled at least half time

• Students for whom parents borrow must be eligible, regular
students enrolled at least half time

• Parents must:
◊ Meet same citizenship requirements as an eligible student
◊ Not be in default on a Title IV loan
◊ Not owe an overpayment on a Title IV grant
◊ Not have an adverse credit history

CriteriaWho is Eligible?Program

Federal Pell
Grant

• Parents of eligible dependent
undergraduate students

Federal PLUS Loan
and Federal Direct
PLUS Loan

Federal Subsidized
Loan and Federal
Direct Subsidized
Loan

• Undergraduates
• Graduate students
• Professional students
• Students enrolled in courses

prerequisite to enrollment in a
degree or certificate program

• Students enrolled in a teacher
certification program

• Students must:
◊ Be enrolled at least half time
◊ Demonstrate financial need according to the Federal Need Analysis

Methodology
• Eligibility for Federal Pell Grants must be determined prior to certifying

loan applications and, if eligible, students must apply for Federal Pell
Grants

• Members of religious orders are not eligible

NEED TO KNOW  (cont’d)


