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Q1) It appears that the itinerary for China is already well developed.  Will contractors have access to contact information from prior seminar exchanges? Or, will we need to use our own contacts and develop our own seminars and programs?

A1) The contractor must develop and utilize their own contacts in coordination with the PRC Ministry of Education. 

Q2) Will Beijing Normal University's faculty present the 10-day seminar for the Beijing portion of the trip? Are they paid for their services, or is it a reciprocal agreement?

A2) This depends on whether the contractor is able to develop the link with Beijing Normal University or comparable institution which is able to deliver the equivalent quality academic component of the program.

It is a reciprocal agreement -- each side covers the in-country costs of each delegation exchange.

Q3) It is required that a reciprocal trip of Chinese delegates visit the U.S. after the program in China is complete. How many delegates from China participate in this program?  

A3) The current agreement between the Department and the Chinese Ministry of Education is to fund 20 visiting delegates, to include two delegations per year with 10 participants per delegation. 

Q4) Does ED have a relationship with a U.S. university to host the delegation? 

A4) No, the contractor designs the programs and develops and utilizes all contacts with appropriate U.S.-based individuals and organizations according to the interests of the delegation.  These contacts must be established in multiple locations within the U.S. to provide for wider exposure of the featured delegation topic. 

Q5) What is the level of support required by contractors for the seminars in U.S.? Is the contractor required to develop the seminars, or does ED provide support/contacts based upon prior trips (similar to the itinerary in China)? 

A5) The contractor develops the U.S. programs and itineraries for the Department.  The contractor works in close coordination with the PRC Ministry of Ed. and the Department. re. delegation participants and topic. 

Q6) What is the estimated annual funding for the US/China portion of the program? For the China/U.S. portion?

A6) The estimated annual contract funding for each portion of the program is not releasable at this time.

Q7) What is the reason this contract has been changed from non-profit only participation to non-profit and for-profit consideration? 

A7) The incumbent contractor has a non-profit status and statement of work for that contract reflects that status.  This was reconsidered because the program has no restrictions as to whether the contractor must be a non-profit or for-profit entity. 

Q8) Is this a multi-year contract?  If so, for how many years? (My original impression from the Center for International Education is that it is multi-year, but I see no reference to this in the RFP materials.) 

A8) This is a multi-year contract. The base year will be for 12 months. The will be four - one year options. Please submit a separate budget for each year in your business proposal. 

Q9) What is the maximum length (pages) for the Technical Proposal? Is this requested in double spacing (or single), are there specific margin layouts, and should the submission (4 copies plus original) also be accompanied by a disk version (and if so, in what version). 

A9) There is not a maximum length or spacing format for the Technical Proposal. There is not a requirement for the proposal to be submitted on diskette. 

Q10) What budgets should be prepared for the Business Proposal? Various sections of the RFP package, especially section K, requests information on the applicant's business/accounting/balance sheet, etc., but I did not come upon any specific request/outline for Fulbright project budgets. 

A10) See page 45, section L.5 of the RFP.

Q11) In reference to the Past Performance Form we are not certain what data should be supplied for the reviewers. 

A11) The “Contractor Performance Information” and guidelines that are Attachment B to the RFP.

Q12) Before loading up the "Past Performance Report" with several years of reports, itineraries, etc., I would value knowing just what would be helpful.  (Does your office send these materials to the four "References" listed in RFP L.10.E)

A12) No.  See page 48, section L.10 of the RFP.

Q13) On page 45, L.5.311-4a, reference is made to FAR provision "Requirements for Cost or Pricing Data or Information Other Than Cost or Pricing Data, etc." Is this a budget guideline document that needs to be referenced/used, and if so, how can I quickly obtain it? 

A13) This is not required now. Before the contract is awarded, the contractor may be required to submit a signed Certificate of Current Cost or Pricing Data. This form basically states that the contractor certifies that the proposed costs or prices in its proposal are current and accurate.  

