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PROCEEDI NGS

MR. ZAl'S: Good afternoon. On behal f of
Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos, | would like to
t hank you for attending our second |istening session of
t he Federal Comm ssion on School Safety. M nanme is
Mck Zais, and |'mthe Deputy Secretary of Education. As
you know, the President formed this Conm ssion in the
wake of the shooting at Marjory Stoneman Dougl as Hi gh
School in Parkland, Florida. Sadly, that shooting was
not an isolated incident. Qur Secretary of Education
noted that we nust cone together to address the
underlying issues that create a culture of violence in
our schools. Across the country, students, parents, and
educators are concerned that instances of violence could
occur in their own schools and their own comunities.
That's why President Trunp took pronpt action and forned
this Federal Comm ssion on School Safety and directed us
to work with states and | ocal agencies to inprove school
security, expand access to nental health counseling and
mental health programs, and to invest in school violence
prevention. The Conmm ssion has been charged not to
devel op mandates that woul d be inposed from Washi ngton,
but rather to identify best practices and make

recommendations that can be inplenented at the state
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| evel and at the local |evel that would help inprove the
safety of our students. Naturally, the primary
responsibility for school safety is a local issue.
There's no one-size-fits-all approach, and every state,
every comrunity, every school district is going to have
to work to identify solutions that make sense for them
That's why open |listening sessions like this are so
important. The Federal Conmm ssion on School Safety is
conprised of four Comm ssioners. Secretary DeVos is the
chai rman, Attorney CGeneral Jeff Sessions is a nenber, as
wel |l as Secretary of Health and Human Servi ces Al ex
Azar, and Secretary of Honel and Security Kirstjen
Nielsen. | would like to introduce the representatives
fromeach of these agencies who are at the table with
me. From the Departnment of Justice is Beth WIIians.
She is the Assistant Attorney General for the Ofice of
Legal Policy. Next, fromthe Departnment of Health and
Human Services is Dr. MCance-Katz, the Assistant
Secretary for Mental Health and Substance Use. And
representing the Departnent of Honel and Security is
Matt hew Travis, the Deputy Under Secretary for National
Protection. On the 28th of March this year, the
Commi ssion held its initial organizational session and
deci ded that they would host a series of neetings, site

visits, and |listening sessions over the next several
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mont hs.  Fornmal Conm ssion neetings provide a forum for
nati onal experts to present on specific subject matters,
such as school violence. Oher key stakehol ders are
invited to these Conm ssion neetings that are held at
the White House. W conducted one recently where
experts on the areas of cyber bullying and social nedia,
the effects of violent entertai nment and ganes, and the
effects of press coverage of school shootings and
notivate -- notivating copy cat killers was discussed.
Betsy -- Secretary Betsy DeVos has conducted one neeting
at the Departnment of Education where we heard fromthe
experts who wote the after action reports in the wake
of the shootings at Col unbine, Virginia Tech, Sandy
Hook, and Parkl and, and where we nmet with teachers,
parents, and people who were wounded in those shootings.
On the 21st of June, we hosted the neeting at the Wite
House where we addressed those issues | just described,
and that was held to exam ne how we can foster a culture
of human flourishing and devel opi ng character. In
addition to these formal neetings, we're conducting
field visits. Qur first field visit was conducted to
Anne Arundel County in Maryl and where the Conmm ssion saw
a system cal |l ed Behavioral Interventions and Support
Prograns that had been instituted in 25,000 schools

across the country to teach students val ues and
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behavi ors that are positive in the school system It's
a systemthat goes from kindergarten to twelfth grade.
We heard fromteachers and adm nistrators and students
who have experienced the PBIS system for the duration of
their education. The third type of forumis a |listening
sessi on, which we are conducting today. These wll
occur in several regions around the country. Qur first
i stening session was held in Washington, D.C., where we
heard from a nunber of educational and other forms of --
ot her types of organi zati ons who have a stake in school
safety. We also are collecting input fromthe general
public on an e-mail|l address, safety@d.gov. So if anyone
has ideas that you would like to submt, reports that
have been witten, that e-mai|l address is safety@d. gov.
And we have a person working that website -- that e-nail
full time who will get your input to the appropriate
person. Now, here's how the rest of the afternoon wl|
pl ay out. We have, | think, 22 people scheduled to
present. Each speaker will have five mnutes to
present. You have a little box up on the podium The
light will turn yell ow when you have one m nute left,
and it will turn red when your five mnutes are up. |
apol ogi ze in advance if | have to ask you to wap up
your comments when the red light turns on, but we have

to provide an opportunity for everyone to be heard. W
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under stand that passions run high, but we nust also be
respectful of others and give everyone who's registered
an opportunity to have their say. This is a listening
session, so we won't be responding to any questions or
provi di ng input, but our purpose is to hear your views
to make sure they' re taken into account. The
nm crophones are not so nuch for the people in this room
because | think you probably can hear us all, but they
are so that the people who are viewing this being web
streaned live, and which will be recorded and posted to
t he Departnment of Education's website, can come back and
view it |later, can hear you. |It's also linked to our
transcription service, and the transcription of today's
remarks will be posted and nade avail able to the
i ndividuals who are witing the final report, which we
will provide to the President. W're here to tal k about
school safety and not other policy matters, so this is
not an opportunity for grandstanding. It's an
opportunity to provide useful input on how communities
and schools can conme together to make our schools safer
for our children. Thank you, again, for your
willingness to provide information on this inportant
topic, and we | ook forward to hearing your views. Thank
you, again, for being here.

MODERATOR: Thank you. Qur first speaker this
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afternoon is M. Joseph Bargione. He is a school
psychol ogi st with the Kentucky Association for
Psychol ogy in the Schools.

MR. BARG ONE: First of all, thank you for
allowing me to speak with you fol ks this afternoon.
Wel come to Kentucky. We couldn't -- unfortunately, we
all don't have the best weather for today, but come back
anot her tinme and experience our great Commonweal th. My
name is Dr. Joe Bargione, and | ama certified school
psychol ogi st and a |licensed psychol ogi st here in the
State of Kentucky. |1've been practicing for over 25
years, and nostly in a large urban school district in
our great state. Unfortunately, |ike an ever increasing
number of states, Kentucky has experienced school
shootings. | personally have been a nmenber of a crisis
team on two occasi ons where a student shot ot her
students with guns. In the first event, one student was
injured. The second event occurred this past January in
rural Kentucky where there were two student fatalities
and close to 20 students injured. After this event at
Mar shal | County Hi gh School, the community activated a
conprehensive response that included | aw enforcenent,
energency nedi cal, and school professionals who risk
their own lives to save the lives of the students during

the incident. 1In the follow ng days, a |large group of
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prof essionals that included school psychol ogists, school
counsel ors, and others from across the state were
assenbled to provide crisis and nental health services
to the fol ks who were effected in the Marshall County
Hi gh School community. This teamremined at the school
for approximately two nonths post incident. During ny
three days in Marshall County, it becane clear quickly
t he professionals and parents in the conmunity would do
anything for their children. There was an all-hands-on-
deck approach and a nentality anongst the educators, |aw
enforcenment, the faith community, |ocal businesses, and
| eaders. Marshall County is Marshall strong. This all-
hands- on-deck approach needs to continue at the federal,
state, community, and school level. This Commi ssion on
School Safety is evidence on federal |evel of that
effort. In recent -- in our recently conpleted
| egi sl ati ve session, a bipartisan school safety work
group was established, nmade up of |egislators, |aw
enforcenment, nental health professionals, super -- a
superintendent, principal, teacher, and student. The
goal s of our group is to make our school comrunities
safe for all students and adults using research based
progranms and strategies. |'mconfident that |ater
today, you will hear nore speakers, and in your future

i steni ng sessi ons, about research-based prograns and
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strategies that are already avail able and out there to
the public. |In fact, national associations of the
school psychol ogi sts, school principals, counselors,
school resource officers, and parents have already
collectively created a docunent entitled "Franework for
Saf e and Successful Schools.” You can access this
docunment on nasponline.org. This franework provides a
| ayered and conprehensive approach to address the issues
faci ng each of our schools in Anmerica. In ny remining
time, | want to enphasi ze that we nust create a school
envi ronnment and culture that includes physical safety
and psychol ogi cal safety for all students. |In the
physi cal safety realm neasures should include such
strategi es as environmental changes. For exanple,
nodi fyi ng the entrances into the building, ensuring that
all doors are | ocked. And then also, additional support
staff that includes school resource officers who are
properly trained to provide security. To achieve the
psychol ogi cal safety for students, schools should have
access to high quality nmental health professionals.
These professionals can address the nental health needs
of all students and conbat the inpact of comunity and
donestic violence, traumm, poverty, drug abuse, and the
ACEs events. | see our collective effort fromthe

federal, to state, to community, and finally, each
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school as a relay race. Educators, |aw enforcenent,
health care, faith based, social service professionals,
parents, and nost inportantly, students, each have a
pl ace on that relay team The race we are in has both a
sprint and marathon conponent. The sense of urgency to
create and inplenment the plan is the sprint conmponent.
The mar at hon aspect of the race is having a
conprehensive plan that has the needed resources, staff,
and comm tnment from adults over a sustained period of
time. Qur notto should be, "We don't stop until
vi ol ence stops."” CQur childrens deserve -- our children
deserve nothing |l ess. Thank you.

MR. ZAlI'S: Thank you, Dr. Jones.

MODERATOR: Qur next speaker is M. Corey
DeAngelis. Corey is a policy analyst with the Cato
I nstitute.

MR. DEANGELIS: Hello. Thank you for having

me. And this is nmy first time in Kentucky, actually.

" mglad to be able to see it, but sadly, |I'm/leaving
| ater today. |I'ma Cato policy analyst, and |I nostly do
school shootings research. | finished nmy Ph.D. at the

Uni versity of Arkansas' Departnent of Educati on Reform
So | see two nmain problems with the school safety issue
in the United States today. One is it has to do with

information. We don't know what the optinmal |evel of
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discipline within a given school is. W don't know if
we need to be nore lax for sonme certain types of
students or if we need to have nobre security caneras,
nore metal detectors, or nore resource officers at
school. We don't know what the optinmal |evel of
discipline is or security neasures actually is. So this
rem nds me of Hayek's know edge problemthat he tal ks
about in "The Fatal Conceit," and the use of know edge
in society, and the pretense of know edge. But the
other problem | think, is alittle nore inportant. It's
not just, you know, a central planning optimzation
problem It's also a problem of incentives. So DeVos,
you know, really likes to share this graph on Twitter
that | think is very -- that | like to share a | ot too,
and it's related to public school spending and public
school test score results. |If you |look at the per-
peopl e spending in the United States over the |ast
around 50 years, it's tripled, even after adjusting for
inflation, whereas test scores have remained flat. And
so | see the sanme issue with the school safety problem
and the issue is of incentives. |If the student is
residentially assigned to a school, no matter if the
school does a very good job with education or with
safety, they cannot escape those schools in the current

system that we have. So, currently, the traditional
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public schools don't have as strong of an incentive as |
would Iike themto have to do a good job at fostering a
great school culture or -- and then also just having
better safety neasures in place. So | think incentives
are really inmportant here, just throw ng nore bodies
into schools, you know, nore resource officers into
schools, isn't likely to change a lot of things. Just
l'i ke throw ng nore noney into public schools hasn't
changed test scores over time. So these are very
difficult problens to solve. It is very hard to do from
the top down. | think, instead, we should sol ve these
problems fromthe bottom up because parents have the
strongest incentive possible to choose schools for their
kids that are very safe. |If | have a kid, which | don't
ri ght now, I would have a nuch stronger incentive to
keep ny kid safe and choose a safe school for themthan
anyone else in this room and |I'msure it's the sane for
everybody else in this room So I think the -- the
| ocal know edge problem needs to be solved at the npst
| ocal level that we have, which is the individual famly
unit, not at the school board unit. So, you know, | can
sit here and wave ny hands forever. Another theory is
t hat public schools are nore regul ated on average than
private schools, and it could be that, you know, this

regulation makes it really difficult to -- for school
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| eaders to have a strong school culture and strong
di scipline policy. So, you know, the -- the "Dear
Col | eague” letter conmes into mnd, you know, so that --
that nostly affected public schools and their discipline
policy, not so nmuch private schools, and that -- you
know, Max Eden at the Manhattan Institute has tal ked a
| ot about how these lax discipline initiatives in
schools like in New York City, for exanple, could have
led to nore violence and nore danger in New York City
Schools. So, yeah, again, | can wave ny hands all
want, but | know of four studies that |ink school choice
that are rigorous evaluations, either experinental or
quasi experinmental. Wen | say, "experinmental,” | nmean
random assi gnnment. Like a nedical trial. You randomy
assign some kids to get a voucher. You randomy assign
sone kids to not be able to get a voucher, and that you
have to go to the public school. One of these -- the
nost recent one is in D.C. It's the 2018 Federal
Departnent of Ed Evaluation of the D.C. QOpportunities
Schol arship Program and the elite authors, Mark
Denarsky, and his team found that winning the lottery
to use a voucher to go to a private school in D.C
i ncreased reported safety of students as reported by
students and -- and their parents by 35 to 36 percent.

So that's an actual causal study. W can say it's
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because of the school, not because of the parent
background, nothing like that. There are three other
studies that find significant positive effects as well.
| could not find any studies that find no effects, or
null effects, or zero -- or negative effects, so the
evi dence suggests that private school choice can work.
And then, also, when, you know, the Parkland shooting
happened, and Santa Fe, | started to | ook at just -- you
know, | asked the question of whether shootings are nore
likely to happen in public schools, and if you | ook at
t he percentages, ten percent of kids are in private
school s, 25 percent of schools are private, and only six
percent of shootings occurred in public schools from
2000 to 2018. So | think one of the best answers that
we have is to give schools the incentives and the
i nformati on necessary to do a very good job with
education, but then also with safety by using school
vouchers because they may be tickets to save the
school s.

MR. ZAI'S: Thank you, Dr. Deangeli s.

MODERATOR: Qur next speaker is Linda Tyree.
She's the President-elect of the Kentucky School
Counsel or Associ ati on.

MS. TYREE: Good afternoon. Deputy Zais and

est eemed nmenbers of the School Safety Comm ssion, thank
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you so nmuch for taking your tine to listen to nmenbers of
t he education conmunity today. M nane is Linda Tyree.
" mthe President-elect of the Kentucky School Counsel or
Association. W're a non-profit organization, and we
represent school counsel ors throughout the state. School
counsel ors are uniquely trained. W have a background
i n education, and then we have professional training in
the areas of child devel opnment, social and enotional
| earning, as well as career readi ness. Through a
conpr ehensi ve school counseling program school
counsel ors work with all students in a school, not just
t hose who have been clearly identified as at risk, so
that gives us a unique opportunity to neet with those
students. We neet with themthrough whol e-group
instruction, small-group counseling, and one-on-one
counseling. By supporting students' social enotional
| earning, we increase a child's success both in the
cl assroom and outside of the classroom which | eads us
to why we are here today. As certified professional
school counselors, we just have two things we would I|ike
for you-all to consider as you start nmaking deci sions.
The first is increase funding for school counselors. W
need those. School counselors play a crucial role in
providing a safe and supportive school climte. W are

in a unique position to see all students, not just a
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few, and the social enotional |earning that we provide
clearly benefits students, and we can identify those who
need the additional support. Mental health issues,
exposures to traum, grief, divorce, abuse, neglect,
depl oynent of a parent, those are just sone of the
adverse chil dhood experiences that may occur during a
child's K through 12 education. These issues do not
di scrim nate, and they can happen at any time. That is
why it's crucial that schools are staffed with
adequately trained school counselors. W're trained to
provi de non-violent alternatives to resolve differences.
| nherent in these prograns is an enphasis on teaching
communi cation skills, and awareness and acceptance of
diversity. W wll increase the |ikelihood that
struggling students are identified early and provided
interventions, either in school or by referring themto
an outside agency. The Anerican School Counseling
Associ ati on recommends that there be one school
counsel or to every 250 students, but we know the reality
is far fromthat. The last research that | have,
according to the National Center for Educational
Statistics, is it's usually about one to 483. And right
here in Kentucky, we're one to 452, and many school s
have no school counselors at all. Qur second request is

for increased investnent in prevention and early
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intervention services, especially in the elenentary
schools. [|'ve worked in an elenentary school for 29
years, and that's where you can establish those
relationships. Oten, policy and funding are directly
related to the tragedy. W' ve seen that. These
tragedi es are becom ng alarm ngly increasing, just |ike
what we saw in our own state earlier this year. As part
of the crisis recovery team | responded to Marshal
County. | was there for about two weeks. We foll owed
up, our teamdid, every Friday for a couple of nonths.
And as part of that team | had an opportunity to work
with four incredi ble counselors, and just to see the
conmmuni ty conme together was amazing. But the school
counselors -- we had a |l ot of different agencies that
wor ked wi th parents, sonme worked with staff, but we got
to work with the kids, and that was such an honor. But
we believe that what the significant -- we can increase
the early interventions, we can decrease the chances of
t hose t hings happeni ng again. Research supports the
val ue of school life positive behavior support prograns,
just like the one you nentioned earlier, and when
i npl enented in elenentary schools, they can help reduce
t he nunber of behavioral referrals, suspensions, and
| ost instructional days. And having that trained school

counsel or in the building can identify students who may
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be at risk, and classroomteachers cannot do it al one.
They're currently responsi ble for providing high quality
instruction, and at schools w thout student support,

t hey have the added responsibility of the social,
enotional, and physical needs. School counselors are
necessary to inplenent these prograns to garner the best
results. So in closing, the Kentucky School Counseling
Association is conmtted to working together with al
st akehol ders necessary to ensure that our students and
staff are safe when they enter a school building every
day. We strongly support the work that the Conm ssion
is doing right now by hosting events such as this, and
we appreciate you |listening and considering the points
we have nade. We believe in prevention, early
identification, and early intervention services wll
address potential problens and make not only safer
schools a reality, but safer communities, and safer
states, and a safer society. | look forward to working
wi th each of your agencies to turn these recommendati ons
into reality, and | would encourage you to connect with
all school counselors, or just find one, and hear sone
of the amazing things they're doing with our nation's
yout h.

MR. ZAl'S: Thank you, Ms. Tyree.

MODERATOR: Qur next speaker is Cherie D mar.
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She is the President of the Kentucky PTA

MS. DI MAR: Good afternoon. M nane is Cherie
Dimar. |1'm President of the Kentucky PTA. | want to
t hank you for the opportunity to provide remarks today.
| am here to represent the al nost 60,000 nmenbers of PTA
across Kentucky. Kentucky PTA is a part of the National
PTA, which is the oldest and the |argest child advocacy
association in our nation. Qur mssion is to nmake every
child' s potential a reality by engagi ng and enpoweri ng
communities and famlies to advocate for all children.
Kentucky PTA joins students, famlies, educators and
school adm nistrators and community | eaders in our
nati on who grieve over the acts of violence, including
gun vi ol ence involving children and youth. Gief,
t houghts, and prayers are not enough. |mrediate action
fromour nation's | eaders is what we need right now.
This year, our country has experienced 14 school
shootings that have resulted in injuries and deaths. And
here in Kentucky, we had the Marshall Hi gh School
shooting. Parents should never fear sending their
children to school, and students shoul d al ways feel safe
in their learning environment. It is inperative that we
wor k together quickly to find solutions and make
meani ngf ul changes to keep our children safe. W

encour age neani ngful parent and fam |y engagenent in the
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devel opment and inplenmentation of all school safety
policies and prograns, such as energency and crisis
response plans, discipline policies, and access to
communi ty and school based support services. W believe
the nost effective day-to-day school climate is one that
is gun free, but we also defer to |ocal collaborative
school decision making that engages parents and fam lies
to allow for the presence of |aw enforcenent depl oyed
and community oriented policing. Qur association has a
strong history of advocating for laws and regulations in
the area of school safety, including nmental health, gun
safety, and violence prevention. W support the
follow ng policy recommendati ons. Universal background
checks in the license to purchase a firearm reenacted
federal ban on the sale and possession of mlitary style
assault weapons, lift any ban on research that studies
t he causes and effects of gun violence. Furthernore, we
advocate for the preventative neasures to educate
students, educators, and community nenbers on firearm
saf ety and viol ence prevention, such as the inclusion of
vi ol ence prevention and intervention strategies in
public schools and community progranms, and the pronotion
of public education canpaigns to alert parents and
community nmenbers to the devastating effects of firearns

violence. At the sanme tine, national PTA and Kentucky
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PTA, we urge federal, state, and l|local policy makers to
prioritize mental health education, early intervention
prevention, and access to school and community based
mental health services. W have |long been commtted to
providing nore inproved nmental health products and
services for youth and famlies. W feel that youth and
children have the right to nmental health treatnent. W
recommend that federal, state, and | ocal policies
prioritize outreach and education, including
pr of essi onal devel opnment for all school based enpl oyees
regardi ng chil dhood nental health. W also recomend
resources are specifically provided to build nental and
behavi oral health system capacity within schools and
communities to ensure that students can ensure --
receive a proactive continuum of behavi or and nent al
health services. States and school districts nust
provi de the necessary resources to ensure adequate
rati os of school counsel ors, school psychol ogists,
soci al workers, and school nurses who are the nost
qual i fied professionals to provide these school based
mental health services. The tinme for study and
del i beration has |long since passed. A framework for
saf e and successful schools was witten and endorsed by
over 100 of our nation's | eading education stakehol ders

and experts. It is evidence-based best practices and
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policy recommendati ons for school safety. Qur patience
has run out. We need action to nmake our schools safer
as required. Students and parents and fanm lies denmand
it. Thank you for your tine.

MR. ZAl'S: Thank you, Ms. Dimar.

MODERATOR: Qur next speaker is
Deana Cal dwell. She's inmredi ate past President of the
Kent ucky Associ ation of School Psychol ogi sts.

MS. CALDWELL: |'m Deana Caldwell. 1've been
a school psychol ogi st going on 24 years, primarily in
rural eastern Kentucky. Today, | also represent
Kent ucky School Psychol ogi sts Organi zati on, CAPS, as
their i medi ate past President and co-chair of their
school nental health commttee, and on their behalf, |
t hank you for your diligence in involving and |istening
to us. I|I'malso a parent of a high school sophonore.
Wth one in five children in the U S. having a nental
illness that inpacts their daily functioning and the
report on adverse chil dhood experiences being what it
is, there has never been nore urgency for schools to
find better ways to neet students needs than now. As a
trainer for NASP's PREPaRE nodel on school crisis
prepar edness and response, | talk a | ot about things to
keep ki ds physically safe because that's an inportant

pi ece to the school safety puzzle. W know research
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fromthe final report on the Sandy Hook School shooting.
Fi ndi ng nunber one says that, "No active shooter has
ever breached a | ocked cl assroom door." Teaching with
| ocked doors gives themnore tine to get safe, and it's
less time for the perpetrator to act, and we know
seconds matter. We know how to build schools using
CPTED, Crine Prevention Through Environnmental Design,
and all of these initiatives are vital to school safety
everywhere. However, we wouldn't be here today if
creating physically safe environnents were the only
answer. So it's prudent to note that schools need to
approach fromthe other side by building psychologically
safe environnments as well. Having both of those pieces
working in tandemis |likely a crucial conponent to
finding the mssing piece in school violence. School
climate and culture theory says that when educators
build relationships with children and teach and re-teach
behavi oral expectations, that there is an inverse
relationship to a problem behavior and the rate of
| earning. Also, we know that when children feel
psychol ogically safe, they share vital information with
skilled professionals because they trust them Students
know t hey aren't alone in their fears. Someone sees and
hears them They will intervene on their behalf to keep

them safe, and stay with them and give themthe help
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they need, if they ever tell you that today, after
school, they have a plan to die by suicide, and that
goes a long way to a student when they need to report
unsaf e behavior fromclassmates or thensel ves because
t hey know all unsafe behavior is taken seriously, but
not all unsafe behavior is the sane. Here, discipline
and consequences have their place on a continuum of
responses to problem behavior. On one end, you have
sinple re-teaching of a desired behavior. On the other
end of the continuum m ght be hospitalization or
incarceration. And the multiple places to land in
bet ween, we can treat the child based on what his
need -- on what he needs and deserves, not necessarily
based on what's fair. W recognize that certain

behavi ors shoul d al so have hard consequences. But as

Masl ow says, "If all you had was a hamrer, then every
problem |l ooks like a nail." Not every problem needs a
hamer because not every behavior problemis a nail. W

need resources in our tool boxes and trained school based
mental health professionals to wield the tools.

Finally, kids needs to know their concerns will be net
by skilled, uniquely trained adults who can access

credi ble -- who can assess credible threats from non-
credi bl e ones. People |Iike school psychol ogi sts,

counsel ors, and school social workers, on site every
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day, and are skillfully trained in school threat
assessnment and school nmental health as it relates to the
federal, state, and | ocal school |aws and the school's
policies and procedures. Please hear that |ast part.
That's when you find us working with SROs because they
know us. We're on their team We can inform SRGs that
this student has a trauma history, so the SRO can
respond with trauma infornmed care. And that supports
Kentucky Senate Bill 200, the school to prison pipeline
bill that mandates school in the justice system work
together to find better outcomes for all. Kentucky
ranks highest in the land, in the U S., for kids having
nore and nore incarcerated parents in the ACEs study. So
now is the time. | have responded to many crises in
24 years. Marshall County, student suicide, natural
di sasters in West Liberty, just to nane a few. The
stories are all unique. They're desperately sad, and
you couldn't nmake themup if you tried. Schools need
your help with resources and the right kind of nental
heal th professionals to inplenent evidence-based
interventions proactively, dedicated tinme to devel op
hi gh quality crisis plans and robust support from all
st akehol ders to mtigate the school crisis when the
wor st actually happens. Thank you for your tine.

MR. ZAl'S: Thank you, Ms. Cal dwell.
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MODERATOR: Qur next speaker is Mdrgan MCall.
Morgan McCall is a school psychol ogi st.

MR. MCCALL: Thank you-all for being with us
today. Like he said, ny nane is Morgan McCall. |'ve
been a school psychol ogist in Kentucky for six years.
Havi ng worked in both rural and suburban settings,
have noticed that there are sone sinmlarities between
the different geographic |ocations. |In terns of school
safety, the nost pertinent of these is the power of
positive school -based rel ationships. 1've heard of a
| ot of reactive neasures in the conversations, but not a
| ot of proactive ideas. Schools and school personnel
are uni quely positioned to provide a | ongitudinal
conti nuum of services to students in need of behavior
and life strategies, not to nention academ c areas. In
Anmerica, this not only includes a free and appropriate
education, but also things |ike school -based counseling,
meal progranms, and other supports that can have a
tremendous inpact on famlies and communities. W tout
our public schools as safe places where anyone can be
given a chance to succeed through hard work and a desire
to follow a dream Despite factors outside of their
control and the unprecedented difficulties of this
social media age. In nmy adulthood, |'ve taken an

interest in gardening, and this has given nme a different
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perspective on how to best treat the needs of children
within the school setting. 1In order to thrive,
different plants need different conditions in the soi
and climte. When you try to force a plant to grow in
an environnent to which it is not suited, not only does
it have a negative inpact on the yield and quality of
the plant, but also, the soil in its place and around
it, which nmakes it increasingly nore difficult to grow
sonething there as time progresses. Students in a
school are no different, yet we find ourselves in a
position where we expect all students to grow in the
same conditions at the sanme rate. This has led to a
constant need to tweak and fertilize to ensure continued
growth. As any gardener will tell you, this is a very
short-sighted and inefficient nethod of production. As
we have becone nore reliant on standardi zed testing as
measures of inprovenent and perfornmance, school
districts have decreased in nunber and even elim nated
progranms such as school - based vocational training that
have | ong been areas of achievenents for children that
may have had difficulty in the core academi c setting, as
wel |l as students that may find a two- or four-year
col |l ege degree is not the best fit for them As a
practitioner, it's heart wenching to see students with

such | ow sel f-confidence and hope for the future that it
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causes them to nmake poor choices with |ong-Iasting
inplications for their career opportunities.
| mplications they cannot fully conprehend at that age.
Especially, in light of the fact that there are such a
hi gh demand for trained service people in these areas,
establ i shment and continuation of these programs is
critical. |Indeed, classes that focus on the arts and
creativity have al so seen a sharp decrease in nunber
over the last decade. While we are all aware that there
are only so many hours in a day to provide instruction,
cl asses that allow for personal creativity and growth
need to be an avail able option for all students, not
just those that already have good grades and behavior.
Whil e we have done a great job of including different
types of learners in the sane classroomover the |ast 20
years, we have not done the best job of making sure that
all students have an area in which they see thensel ves
as successful positive nmenbers in the school setting.
Such hopel essness can | ead to the very concerning, even
| et hal behaviors we increasingly see mani fest thensel ves
t hrough not only school shootings, but suicide rates. A
nmore inclusive skills approach woul d make them nore
likely to access all that school has to offer,

i ncluding nental health services, and would inevitably

| ead themto be happier and nore productive citizens.
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Provi ding opportunities for all students' affinities
outside of the core academ c areas could go a very |ong
way in facilitating an environnent of enrichnment and
personal growh that is relevant to the individual and
beneficial to the community. This type of setting would
have an incredibly positive effect on overall school
culture, which would, in turn, create a safer place for
everyone. Thank you.

MR. ZAl'S: Thank you, M. MCall.

MODERATOR: Qur next speaker is Bryan
Fl achbart. Bryan is with the Kentucky Association of
School Adm nistrators and is a part of the Kentucky
School Safety Counsel. He's representative of the
Kent ucky School Safety Counsel.

MR. FLACHBART: Thank you, and thank you for
having us here today. W appreciate your willingness to
listen, so on behalf of the Kentucky Associ ation of
School Adm nistrators, we do appreciate this
opportunity. As an organi zation, we are encouraged by
t he goal of quickly providing nmeani ngful and actionabl e
recommendati ons and best practices that keep students
safe at school. | think that the key word there is
"actionable.” Things that we can take back and
i npl ement and continue to keep our students safe, and

whil e research trends would say that schools continue to
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be very safe places, in general, |I would find that
difficult to prevent that sane line of research while
| ooking at the community nmenbers, staff, and students in
Mar shal | County, which experienced catastrophic
casualties in January of this year. As teachers,
adm ni strators, as counselors, as psychol ogists, we're
not public safety professionals. W're public servants.
Public servants who are entrusted by parents to keep
ki ds safe each and every day, and as a school principal,
| can tell you that our teachers feel that stress, that
burden of keeping students safe each and every day.
We've had trainings. W've had resources. W' ve had
| ots of different know edge bases that have come in to
hel p us increase our know edge, training, and

experience. But until we can find those real ways to

detect, prevent, and educate all in our community about
the ways to keep school violence down, | think we're
going to continue to see a rise. | would encourage this

Conm ssion to consider how to increase the quality of
school - based thread assessnments, of violence prevention
strategies, and interventions at the school |evel, at

el ementary, mddle, and high school. Further, there is
a vast need to increase and inprove access to high
quality nental health treatnment, to increase the

outcones of mental health treatnent, and consider how to
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ensure access to quality treatnent in all areas. W
woul d |like to see nore coll aboration between the courts,
cabi net workers, nental health professionals, and the
schools to make sure that there's a conti nuum of care.
W would also like to see you continue to fund and find
ways to increase school resource officers. W believe
very strongly in the power of relationships that school
resource officers have with students, not just at the
hi gh school level, but it starts at the elenentary
school |evel, where those relationships are fornmed and
bonded. And in places where elenentary schools have had
school resources officers within their schools, there is
an increase in the opportunities for students to build
positive relationshi ps and positive attitudes towards
| aw enforcement. We know that this is not an overnight
fix. We know that this will take a |lot of tinme, a |ot
of effort, and a | ot of energy. W |ook forward to the
partnership in creating safe schools. Thank you.

MR. ZAlI'S: Thank you very nmuch, M. Flachbart.

MODERATOR: Qur next set of presenters are
actually three in one five-m nute slot under the name of
Susan McLaughlin, Researcher. W have Te' Gsha Raglin,
Sher mane Cowans, and Shana Berrynman. They're sponsored
by Susan McLaughlin, and they're students from Frederick

Dougl as Hi gh School, and a part of the organi zation,
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Friends of Trinity.

MS. COMNS: Hello. W're students of
Frederick Douglas, and we are with Friends of Trinity.

MS. RAGLIN:. My nane is Te' Osha Raglin. M
fri ends Sher mane Cowans and Shana Berryman and | were
Laf ayette Hi gh School classmates of Trinity Gay, the
daught er of Shoshana Boyd and O ynpi an Tyson Gay, who
was killed in a crossfire while out to breakfast when
she was only 15 years ol d.

M5. BERRYMAN. We have been speaki ng together
in the nearly 18 nonths since Trinity's death describing
how gun violence in the comunity affects our academ cs.
And this is just Lexington, not Chicago, Baltinore, or
Detroit.

M5. COMNS: We were also friends with Floyd,
Juli o, Nova, Bobby, Evan, Angel, Exabion (phonetic), and
Jamal , and many others who were shot and killed in our
nei ghbor hoods whil e doi ng everyday things, such as
wal ki ng hone, taking naps, answering the door, or
visiting a friend.

MS. BERRYMAN. In our first two years of high
school, we lost at least 18 friends and famly nmenbers
to gun violence. The equivalent of a Parkland tragedy
in every two years. It's not stopping. It feels |like

it's increasing every day.
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M5. RAGLIN: In fact, Shermne and |
encountered guns in the |ast two weeks. One was at a
party, and | was wal king hone with a date. | wasn't
really scared. It's not the first time. A friend used
an air rifle to take nmy wallet while |I rode the school
bus home a year ago.

MS. COMNS: | had ny bus shot at with an air
rifle before.

MS. BERRYMAN. My brother was nurdered when |
was in the fifth grade.

MS5. RAGLIN: Guns don't surprise me anynore.
So far, we have been | ucky.

MS. BERRYMAN: But what about next tine? |
t hi nk about it constantly. Wen am| going to die, or
what is it of? | fear that it would be at a young age.
| wonder when it's going to be ne. | knowthat it won't
be ny fault because | don't do drugs and |I stay out of
the wwong crowmds. | try to stay safe and keep it out of
my hands. | think about this all the tinme while riding
t he bus, or even taking the ACT.

MS. COWANS: Knowi ng that we could be next at
any time makes it that nmuch harder to care about
studying for my al gebra test next week.

MS. RAGLIN: Educators need to be aware that

our experience in the community is conpletely different
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t han many others on the podium We have becone
desensitized to the daily trauma from comunity
viol ence. Educators need to recognize that we're always
grieving for a friend. Sonetinmes, nultiple people at
once. W need an education systemthat val ues al
students, that respect all students, regardless of skin
color or our famly situation. All students have
amazi ng potential, but many of us with urban backgrounds
get brushed off, and the well-connected affl uent
students are heard better and get nore support.

M5. COMANS: Listen to students’
conversations, |isten when we confide in you, formng
full relationships. Wen we get brushed off, it feels
li ke the nessage that we are not that equal.

MS. BERRYMAN: We need to define -- redefine
what it neans to be a quality teacher. W are around
our teachers nore than we are around our own parents.
VWho are overburdened by working nmultiple jobs, caring
for our dependent famly nenbers, and oftentines, school
is usually our safe place and our only escape. | feel
i ke content needs to be secondary to devel opi ng and
hosting it.

M5. RAGLIN: Before all students can be
successful tackling the comon core or ACT or whatever

it be, we nust be safe in our hones and our conmunity.
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The education sinply cannot forget about us.

M5. COWANS: Just like we refuse to forget
about Trinity, Kiare, Vikel, Devon, Kevin, Tw ggy, KB,
Fl oyd, Angel, Baby Nova, Leo, and Zavion, and all the
ot hers.

MS. BERRYMAN: Just |like we won't forget
whoever it is next week, or the week after, or KB that
happened that night.

MS. RAGLIN: Thank you for listening. Please
hel p us take care of Maslow so we can access bl oom
Thoughts and prayers are hel pful, but so is action. W
want to |ive.

M5. COWANS: Thank you.

MS. BERRYMAN. Thank you.

MR. ZAlI'S: Thank you, | adies.

MODERATOR: Qur next speaker is Douglas Win.
He is the executive director and chief executive officer
of the organi zation YouthAlert.

MR. WAIN:. Can | preposition, | don't really
want to follow that. Welcome to Kentucky. M nane is
Douglas Wain. | amthe executive director of a non-
profit public charity. It is called YouthAlert. And we
do an in-school youth violence prevention program W've
done about 10,000 kids who -- through our nmulti- day

programthe | ast couple of years. Qur epicenter is sort
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of in Louisville. W did three years there, and then
next year, we're going to be spending a lot of tine in
Broward County in Florida, which is the sixth |argest
school district. And we were actually, this -- 2018,
partici pati ng and advocating for what's called HR4909,
whi ch was the school safety bill. Ended up being part
of the Omibus, | think, S249. And we, you know, it was
really great to see that thing get passed, but there's
an even better bill that's out there right now that's
sponsored by Senator Amar Al exander, former head of the

Departnment of Education, S513, which specifically deals

with violence prevention and nental health. | nean, we
think that's -- we think that's the -- | think there's a
conpani on bill in the House, HR2913 Representative

Napolitano, and | think that's got 65 sponsors on it so
far. So we think that's even better because it gets
right to the core of the problem which is youth
physical, nmental health. You know, kids outnunber
adults 30 to 1 in school. | always say we're al ways
talking to the wong end of the horse. W have to talk
to the kids. And, you know, half the world is under 30.
We believe in, you know, not just youth enmpowernment. We
believe in youth equality. And so when you bring youth
to equality, I think that is the m ssing piece. And us

adults, on our best day, can only get us hal fway there.
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And so, | nean, you just look at -- and | think it needs
ki nd of energency action, | nmean, because there's one

statistic that we learn every day, and that's hom ci de
is the nunber one killer of black youth. [It's the worst
problem Anerica's got. | don't know of any worse
problem We have to do sonething i medi ately about
that. And so our program we discovered that if kids
know better, they do better. Unfortunately, there is

di screpancy on what kids know and don't know. But when
they are presented with all the information, they al nost
al ways make the right decision. Now, | want to get to
anot her subject, which | hope you recomend too. This
is the 1989 United Nations Convention on the Rights of
the Child. United States was the only country never to
ratify it, but I would think the tine has cone where it
would really not just get the majority vote, but
everybody to get onboard. You know, 70 percent of the
rights of a child is teenagers. You know, from13 to
17. And they're was underserved in this country, and

maybe in the world. The World Health Report said they

are -- have the |east inprovenent. So we really, really
think that the United States can get -- seal the deal on
this and conplete the agreenment. It would really help,

you know, Anmerican teenagers. And plus, it's sonething

all kids can -- Anmerica can celebrate. The 30-year
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anni versary's comng up, in 511 days, of the CRC, and
every school can be a part of it. It doesn't |eave
anybody out. We think it would be a perfect match for
First Lady Be Best canpaign. | nean, what she
did down in Texas was anamzing. She didn't ask to see
their passport. She just -- the kids and I thought she
really did a great job. So we're hoping the First Lady
could get behind it, and we hope you'll recommend it to
the President, too. You know, there's 75 mllion, you
know, youth under 18 in Anerica. W're the only ones
left out of the treaty. And, you know, bullying --
exclusions are actually the worst formof bullying. |
don't think I would go that far. But it is -- they are
left out of it, and it would be great to include them
with it. There's also 2.5 billion youth under 18 in the
world. It's a way to unite everybody on it. You know,
it's sonething we will be able to do. | nmean, the U.S.
has been | eaving a bunch of treaties and things |like
that, but | think this is sonething that we actually
can do, and | think it -- all parts, whether it's
CDC, | nean, or the Health and Human Services or
National Security. | mean, just the age group right
before the Selective Service System You know, | think
we have to take care of themto protect our -- our

freedom So thank you for your tinme. These are just
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recommendations. | hope you will put it in your report.
Thank you.

MR. ZAlI'S: Thank you, M. Wiin.

MODERATOR: Qur next speaker is Jam e Sparks.
Janmi e is the executive director of the Kentucky
Associ ation for Health, Physical Education, Recreation,
and Dance.

MR. SPARKS: Thank you for the opportunity,
and wel come to Kentucky. | hope you're keeping up with
your Kentucky al phabet soup today of all the different
associ ations represented here, but that's definitely a
| ot of people that are working and inpacting students on
a daily basis. |[If you don't mnd, quickly, | know
everybody's been sitting here for about an hour, and
bei ng the physical education guy, | want to take you on
a field trip that you need to stand up for. So
everybody stand up really quickly. And this will be
quick, I promse. And | want you to inmagine in front of
you -- we're going to go down the Mountain Parkway to
the Red River CGorge National Geological Area. |If you're
really good on this field trip, we nmay actually stop at
M guel's Pizza on the way and have sonme pizza. And if
you're not from Kentucky, you got to cone back for these
things. |Imagine we walk on top of that ridge, and you

find a giant rock. Everybody put your hand on that
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rock, and take your -- and push as hard as you can
agai nst that rock. That rock is so big that we tried to
push it off a cliff, every person in this roomcould not
push that rock over. That rock just will not nove. That
is what change in education feels like to nost teachers.
Educati on accountability for the |last 20 years has been
hi gh stakes accountability. You may have a seat. As we
t hi nk about the inpact of high stakes accountability,
what we know wor ks, and what we know i s inpactful,
oftentinmes, is not what we get to do. You' ve heard that
from school counselors today, you've heard that from
school psychol ogi sts today, you've heard that from
school adm nistrators today. W know what's best for
students, but yet our system does not reward that. It
does not prioritize that, and oftentines, it does not
fund that. So for the 50 mlIlion school age children in
public schools today, you know, this conversation is
much bi gger than school violence. Wether we talk about
bul I yi ng, whether we tal k about chronic di sease, whether
we tal k about the |latest drug epidemc, the |list goes on
and on. Schools, via governnent, tend to always be
reactive rather than proactive, and as a result, student
health needs go unnet. Students that are hurting,
students that are hungry, students that have unnet

heal t h needs, they cannot be successful academ cally,
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which is what we neasured schools by, but they al so
cannot be successful in life. W need an accountability
systemthat prioritizes and funds health and health
out conmes every day. The Every Student Succeeds Act has
given us a chance to start to change sonme of those
paradi gns, but the reality of what we see is we're stil
tending to go back to the same old things that we've
known. The test scores. And so sone states have
started sone innovating things. Kentucky's one that we
tried to put sone things in place to | ook at the whole
child and the needs of the whole child, but oftentines,

t hose things have becone |ip service as well when you

| ook at what's actually going to be neasured noving into
t he next school system Health education should be
primary through 12th grade. W have a 13-year w ndow of
opportunity to invest in children and getting them ready
for life. We do not take that opportunity very well. In
the State of Kentucky, nost kids, if you | ook at the 13-
year spectrum less than two years of total instruction
and that's a best case scenario. \Wen you conpare that
to other subject areas like reading and math that we
know have a |ifelong investnents, we're not putting

t hose sanme investnents in health. And you hear tinme and
time again, the nental health, the enotional health of

students, they're not |learning at honme. They're not
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learning it fromthe comunity. |[If schools do not step
up to the plate, where are they going to |learn these
skills? So what are these life skills that we're
tal ki ng about? They're found in the national health
educati on standards. Accessing information, analyzing
i nfluences, goal setting, decision making, interpersonal
conmuni cati on, self managenment. These are the things
kids need to be health literate, and these are the
t hi ngs that schools have not invested in. These are the
things we take for granted in what we see in fol ks that
are successful in school and successful in life. So how
do we go about acconplishing these things? You know, and
|'ve been honored recently to be nanmed President-el ect
of Shape Anerica, our national health and PE
organi zation, and that's one of our visions is 50
mllion strong. W know there are 50 mlIlion school
aged children in public schools in the United States,
and we're working to change that. W want health
education to be a subject just like math and readi ng,
that we believe there's enough priority and enough at
stake that these are the future that we need to invest
in. So as we think about that, | can basically
summari ze the last nine speakers you've heard. What
every school should | ook like, what it should be

prioritized on, is what we now call the whole school,
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whol e community, whole child nodel. That is, a new
iteration of the coordinated school health nodel, and
rat her than school counsel ors and psychol ogi sts and
health and PE and nutrition working in silos, they work
col | aboratively, and that's the only coordi nated school
health nodel. And at the center of the whole child, it
says that kids -- what if we neasured schools by how
safe, by how healthy, by how supported, by how engaged,
and how chal | enged students are. That is the essence of
t he whol e school, whole comunity, whole child nodel.
think that gives us all a lot of promse in the
direction we need to go.

MR. ZAI'S: Thank you, M. Sparks.

MODERATOR: Qur next speaker is Nasim
Mohanmadzadeh. She is part of the student voice team
with the Prichard Commttee for Academ c Excell ence.

M5. MOHAMVADZADEH: Good afternoon. MW nane
i's Nasi m Mohammadzadeh, and I'ma rising junior at Pau
Laurence Dunbar Hi gh School. |I'm here today as the
| eader of the Prichard Commttee Student Voice Team W
represent approximately 120 m ddl e, high school, and
col | ege students across Kentucky who works as partners
with the Prichard Commttee for Academ c Excellence to
i nprove our public schools. For many Kentucky high

school students growing up with the nenories of Heath,
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Col umbi ne, Virginia Tech, and Sandy Hook, recent events
have made it feel as though our schools are under siege.
This was true even before the recent school shootings
took the lives of two students at Marshall County Hi gh
School in Benton, and 17 at Marjory Stoneman Dougl as
Hi gh School in Parkland, Florida. Several nonths prior
to these tragedies, the Prichard Commttee Student Voice
Team conducted a school climte survey of 1,552 students
at three geographically diverse Kentucky high schools.
O the students responding, 47 percent reported that
they worry about violence at their school, and 19
percent said that they do so frequently. These nunbers
dovetail with the Centers for Di sease Control survey
showi ng that over 20 percent of high school students
report having been bullied on school property, and
nearly eight percent report having been in a physical
fight there. Since the Benton and Parkl and shooti ngs,
many of us have been on edge with real gun
confiscations, social nmedia scares, and precautionary
| ockdowns, even though our own schools may have been
spared from shootings. Therefore, the conversation we
are havi ng about how to nmake students feel safer nust
i nclude, but al so get beyond, guns. W need to talk
about school climte and the relationshi ps students have

to each other and to adults in the school, as well as
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the norns, goals, values, that make a pl ace where
students from a range of backgrounds can | ove | earning
and feel safe, welcone, and |loved. Fortunately, young
people are ready to help |lead the charge. Policynmakers
woul d be wise to hear our interest and energy and enli st
us as full partners in finding solutions, and we
Kent ucky students bring sone definitive proof to the
table. In March, our team organi zed a school climte
and safety teach-in and rally at the Kentucky state
capital. The events were designed to build capacity and
ot her youth organi zers to understand sone of the
conpl exities around ensuring safer schools, and we were
met with an energized response. Approxi mately 150
partici pants from across the state and froma w de range
of backgrounds joined us for our intergenerational
teach-in and articul ated a range of ideas for ensuring a
school climate that is not only physically safer, but
al so nore inclusive, nore engagi ng, and nore conducive
to learning at high levels nore broadly. Anmong sone of
the solutions proposed were, one, supporting students
and teachers to inprove their social and enotional
capacities, offering nore and better resources for those
coping with nmental health chall enges, and creating an
environnment that values coll aboration at |east as nuch

as conpetition. There was talk too about how netal
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detectors should be deployed daily on all students or
only in enmergencies. Do |ocked doors nmake students feel
safer, or serve as a constant rem nder of danger? Should
teachers be arned? These are also some of the sane
debates we've seen play out in the news nedia, all too
often expressed with the type of anger and vitriol that
only fuel further fear and hostility. That is why you
must be surprised to know and take confort in know ng
t hat though many of us didn't agree with each other, the
students who gathered that day in Frankfort engaged in
civil discourse. There was no contenpt or raised
voi ces, rather students, those with the nost to | ose and
gain in the national conversation about school safety,
led the type of public policy dialogue we should all be
havi ng. Thank you.

MR. ZAl'S: Thank you, Nasim

MODERATOR: Qur next speaker is another high
school student, Emry Sippy, also with the Prichard
Commttee for Academ c Excel |l ence.

MS5. SIPPY: As he said, I"'mEmwy Sippy. |I'm
just going to be continuing with Nasim [|'malso with
the Prichard Commttee Student Voice Team So our
teach-in was followed by a rally at the capitol steps
where we heard from students |ike Jack Bradley, a junior

at Craft Acadenmy in Morehead with autism Jack inplored
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people to consider that the root of the problemin
Par kl and was not so nuch the nental state of the shooter
as the inappropriate access to weapons. Jack says,
“"Mental illness is just that, an illness,"” and the
unspeakabl e ranpage at Parkl and was not sinply the act
of a nentally ill person. He said, "It was the act of a
mentally ill person who had access to weapons. The
reality is that people like me are way nore likely to be
the victimof crimes than the perpetrator.” Jack al so
says, "There is no possible justification for what he
did. There is no way to confort the famlies or the
students or the teachers, but there's also no
justification for planting the seed that autismis the
reason for this guy's actions.” W also heard from W I
Powers, a sophonore from Sonerset, who | amented grow ng
up in a famly and community that treasured guns just as
t he headl i nes about school violence pronpted himto
question their value. WII says, "I shot ny first gun
when | was 8. A .22 caliber hunting rifle." He said,
"As | lifted it and made ny first shot right into a
Pepsi can, | was joyous. In my innocent mnd, | was
hol ding a toy, only used to harm Pepsi cans and deer,
not a weapon that tears famlies, comunities, and
countries apart. Not sonething that is capable of

taking the lives of kids ny age.” W also heard from
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Don Travel, a senior from Louisville who experienced a
shooting in his school during his freshman year, and
others in his neighborhood. Don told the crowd that
even though one of his best friends thought addi ng netal
detectors to his school entrance was a terrible idea
because it would make school feel |ike a prison, and
even though Don di sagreed, he understood where his
friend was comng from Don says, "Students who cone
fromnore privilege see the system as nore responsive to
them They are nore trusting." Don explained, "They
have nore of a sense of security.” W also heard from
Keat on Connor, a junior from Marshall County, the far
west ern Kentucky school that was a scene of traum
earlier this year. Keaton Connor was in the safety room
with the shooter, and has since spoken at the Atlantic
Li ve Education Sunmt. She states, "I refuse to be
silent because | amforced to renmenber the gut wrenching
cries of a boy begging ne to tell himl had seen his
sister alive. | refuse to remin silent because |I am
forced to renmenber the cold | ook on the face of the
troubl ed soul who shot at ny friends and killed two of
my classmates. | refuse to remain silent because | am
forced to renenber, every second of every day, the empty
feeling that filled nmy stomach as | realize |I m ght

never hug ny famly again. | refuse to be silent
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because children shoul d be thankful to have an
education, not thankful to nake it hone alive fromone."
In the wake of the Parkland shooting, Keaton says, "A
guote from psychol ogi st Thomas Cash circul ated on soci al
media. 'When ny child hits another child with a stick,
| don't blame the stick, but | still take the stick

away. The point in sharing these voices is to
underscore that when it comes to perspectives on issues
i ke school safety, students, even high school students,
and even hi gh school students from Kentucky, are not a
nonol ithic mass, yet there is a common interest and a
real energy anong many of us to work as full partners
with adults in making our schools not only safer, but
better all around. After all, we young people are not
just the future, but also very nuch a part of the
present. Thank you.

MR. ZAl'S: Thank you, Ms. Sippy.

MODERATOR:  Thank you. Qur next speaker is
Josh Trosper. He's with the Knox County Public Schools.

MR. TROSPER: Good afternoon. | want to thank
t he Federal Commi ssion on School Safety for the
opportunity to speak on a subject that is a part of ny
j ob every day. Thank you to the U S. Departnent of

Education for comng to Kentucky to discuss this

i nportant issue facing our comrunities, commonwealth,
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and nation. M name is Josh Trosper. |'m assistant
princi pal at Knox Central Hi gh School in Barbourville,
Kentucky. More inportantly, I'ma husband to an anmazi ng
hi gh school social studies teacher, father to a 21-year-
old working in Cincinnati, a 9-year-old boy entering
fifth grade, and a 5-year-old little girl entering
ki ndergarten. M whole life is school safety. I1'min
charge of our school safety plan. | help to divide --
devel op, revise, and inplenent school evacuations and
| ockdowns. | have an obligation to nearly 850 students
to keep themsafe fromthe tine they get on the bus,
enter the school prem ses, until they |eave and get off
the bus, and for many students, that's 10 to 12 hours.
|'' m as passionate about the safety of the students at ny
school as | am about the safety of my little girl and
boy, Harrison and Caroline. |'m here today to speak,
not as an expert in safety, but as an educator and a
concerned parent. When two students were nurdered in
Mar shal | County Hi gh School on January 23, 2018,
Kentucky was thrust into the national gun violence
conversation and entered many introductory measures of
arm ng school personnel in the state |egislature and
nmetal detectors were thrust to the forefront. W need
to nove for reactionary nmeasures to proactive measures.

I"'ma lifelong resident of Appalachia. | was born and
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rai sed in M ddl esboro, Kentucky. M father was a coal
mner. M nom a teacher's aide. Appalachiais ny
heart, and ny passion. As you may -- many of you nmay
know, Appal achia was historically been in the area of
little econom c opportunity and crippling poverty.
However, in recent years, the opioid crisis has brought
new chal |l enges to our communities. The opioid crisis
has had a uni que inpact on our students. \Whereas past
drug epi denmi cs have i npacted maybe one parent or famly
menber, this current epidemc is nulti-generational.
Many have not nmde the connection between the crisis and
t he grow ng nental needs of students inpacted. For
exanmpl e, many communiti es see students having to
experience nultiple home placenents in one school year.
It is not uncommon for students to have up to five
di fferent placenents in one school year. These
pl acements are rarely within their owm comunities, and
often take themto different areas of the state in one
ten-nmonth period. The nental stress on these students
is imreasurable. The trauma that these students not
only have not only fromthe neglect of the drug-addicted
famly nmenber, but also from being noved so frequently,
is not an issue that the classroomteacher or other
school enployee are trained properly to deal with. The

first proactive neasure | would like to discuss is
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trauma informed care. W nust have trauma infornmed care
services in all Kentucky schools. Students are
suffering in all corners of the state. Many have no way
to release their frustration but through violence,
drugs, and other inappropriate nmeans. In rural
Kentucky, where the factories and coal mnes are
shutting their doors, opportunities for children | eave
as well. We sinply don't have many options for safe,
positive interactions. To fill that void, we have got
to have access to qualified nental health professionals,
i ncludi ng counselors. Building relationships with
students is an inportant piece of the puzzle. Positive
behavi or interventions and supports or PBIS and
capturing kids hearts are two excellent ways to train
faculty and staff to be able to build positive
relati onships with students. Many tines, a student wll
not report a situation because they don't trust the
adult. Wirking to bridge that gap can be the difference
between a crisis and a tragedy. Another proactive
measure is in the | aw enforcenent real mas trained | aw
enf orcenment personnel in schools. Every school needs a
qualified trained resource officer. Marjory Stoneman
Dougl as Hi gh School showed that just having an SRO is
not enough to stop a tragedy from happening, but it is

one of the many tools we have in the tool box for school
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safety. The third proactive neasure involves technol ogy
and secure doors. As technol ogy evol ves, so do caneras
and software needed to use them Schools do not have
the funds necessary to keep up with the demand. Kentucky
Center for School Safety advocates for all doors to be
| ocked during the day, and a secure main entrance to the
school. All schools need to have a secure entrance to
protect those inside. W nust al so use the resources of
our | aw enforcenent agencies. The Kentucky State Police
have devel oped a conprehensive active shooter training
for school and enployees. Wen | first entered the
education field, the only school safety related i ssue we
di scussed were | ockdown procedures. That was 2004. In
2018, we are trained to hear assault rifle style gunfire
in the school building, and how to fight for our I|ives.
This training was put on free of charge in the districts
who chose to participate. | believe this type of
trai ning should be required of every teacher in the
State of Kentucky. Every school staff nmenber will feel
nore confortable and confident after that training. The
key to the itens | nention is funding. |If funding for
public education is continually cut, these services
suffer and are put on the back burner. The students in
our comunities, comonweal th, and nation are worth it.

Thank you.
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MR. ZAID:. Thank you very nmuch, M. Trosper

MODERATOR: Next speaker is WI Il ow Hanbrick
She's a retired m ddl e school teacher.

MS. HAMBRI CK:  Thank you for inviting this
ki nd of discourse today. It nmeans a lot to ne as a
recently retired m ddl e school teacher of 21 years, and
| have sonme suggestions about the conplex and
i ncreasingly concerning challenge of how to hel p our
school s become havens of safety and nurture instead of
cruci bl es of fear, and aggression, addiction, and
untreated nental illness, bullying, and violence. And
first, let nme say that we will not have safe schools
while the rhetoric com ng from Washi ngton and fromthe
citizens in this country is uncivil, aggressive, and
di sm ssive, and we need civil discourse, and this is a
beauti ful exanple of what can be acconplished when we
have that, and | thank you for this platform It needs
to start fromthe top of the adm nistration, both
statew de and nationally, because children nodel what
they see and hear. And in the nornings now when | turn
on the TV, what goes through ny mind is the quote, "What
fresh hell is this?" And our students turn on those
sane tel evisions, and they come to school with that sane
burden on their m nds and hearts. | represent nyself as

a school educator, but also ny pediatrician husband, who
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has asked to speak tonight, but he is on call and could
not be here. So | give voice to teachers and counsel ors
across this commonweal th who nost often disagree with
armng us and with decreasing public school funds for
charter schools. Please trust us, physicians,
psychol ogi sts, counselors, resource officers,
physi ci ans, pediatricians. Trust science and dat a.

Don't marginalize that. It offers us light, and it
offers us a path, and it offers us a hope for these
traumati zed children who bring the trauma into our
schools. Here's what we need. We need nore famly
resource personnel with nental health professionals and
social workers, and we need to start it at the youngest
age possible. W need to build relationships with these
students, and in order to do so, we need respect of
their parents, and we need respect as public educators,
and that starts with our governnment. Right now, here's
what it feels |like as an educator. You want to give us
charter schools. You want to armus. You want to de-

| egitimze the Departnment of Education by joining it
with the Labor Departnent. You want to decrease funding
for public schools and nental health care, and want to
deny that need for any kind of commopn sense gun control
and reform Here ne clearly. Those | represent

di sagree with all these tendencies, and we will continue
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to | obby against them Armus, instead, with the nental
heal th support that is needed. Armus with increasing,
not decreasing funds for nental healthcare. And arm us
with smaller class sizes, and ways to fight poverty.

And give us commpn sense gun control. That includes a
ban on assault weapons and bunp stocks, banning bullets
whose only purpose is nmass calamty, and |laws that force
parents to lock up their guns. Statistics show that
nost of these students are getting their guns from a
cabi net at hone. W can help that situation. Close the
| oophol es on gun sal es at gun shows, and give us better
ways to keep guns out of the hands of the nentally
unstabl e and those with crimnal records. W need you-
all to becone profiles in courage, to echo President
Kennedy, and to stand against the tide of the gun | obby,
and keep the real intent of the second anmendnment intact.
Arm ng teachers with guns is not practical, safe, or
desired. We're not trained to shoot people. W're
trained to ignite a passion for learning in young m nds.
Armme instead with smaller class sizes. | had 175
students last year. | had 43 students on one cl ass.
There are approximately 48 students in here -- or 48
people in here. This is what | taught in a class. Don't
tell me | can keep ny students safe and nurtured and

valued with this many people in a classroom It is
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i npossible to do that. And please know that there are
| ots of ways also to make schools safe that does not
i nvolve the word "gun."” \When governnental officials
continue to enact policies that give a platformto
di scrim nate agai nst imm grants, LGBTQ students,
Musl i ms, aggression festers, and our schools becone
pl aces of uncivil discourse and bullying instead of
pl aces where differing opinions can summpn conproni se
and reconciliation. Qur students of all diverse
backgrounds, beliefs, lifestyles, need to feel safe and
not discrim nated against. Wen they do feel bullied
and marginalized, they may turn to unsafe |ifestyles,
drug use, which is a huge problem They becone the
| oners, who feel increasingly resentful and aggressive
agai nst those who have nade them feel invisible, and
this will nmake our schools unsafe and uncivil. Thank
you for |istening.

MR. ZAI'S: Thank you, Ms. Hanbri ck.

MODERATOR: So we have a few nanes. Qur next
speaker is Christopher Duckworth. He's with GLSEN
Bl uegr ass.

MR. DUCKWORTH: Thank you for the opportunity
to provide coment to the Federal Conmm ssion on School
Safety this afternoon. M nane is Christopher

Duckworth. | amthe co-chair of GLSEN Bl uegrass, which

www.Capital ReportingCompany.com
202-857-3376




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

LISTENING SESSION June 26, 2018

Page 60
is one of 40 | ocal chapters of GLSEN, who has been a
long time partner with the Departnents of Educati on,
Justice, Health and Human Servi ces, and many ot her
federal agencies in years past who have worked toget her
to i mprove school climtes in just about all 50 states,
and also help create equitable and safe conditions for
| earning that allow every child to thrive. W have a
m ssion of creating safe affirm ng schools for al
students, regardless of sexual orientation, gender
identity, or gender expression. GLSEN has been
champi oning LGBTQ i ssues in K through 12 education for
over 28 years now. At GLSEN, we want every student in
every school to be valued and treated with respect, and
we believe that all students deserve a safe and
affirm ng school environment. CQur goals are
acconplished in schools all over the nation through
scientifically sound extensive original research that
i nforns evi dence-based solutions for K through 12
education by creation of developnentally appropriate
resources and professional devel opment opportunities for
educat ors and our adm nistrations. Partnerships with
deci si on makers hel pi ng ensure conprehensive, affirmng
and inclusive state schools' policies are considered,
passed, and inplenmented. Many other partnerships with

dozens of national education organi zations to | everage
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our shared experience and expertise and create school s
that provide better opportunities for every student. And
finally, in nmy opinion, nost inportantly, we work to
enpower students thenselves to affect change by directly
supporting student-led efforts that positively inpact
their own schools and local communities. LGBTQ students
are at greater risk for victimzation as a result of a
harnful school climte. LGBTQ students exist in every
community, and are of every race, religion, national
origin, ability, immgration status. Qur student
constituents regularly face nore hostile school climtes
than their heterosexual peers and feel |less safe as a
result. In 2015, nine in ten LGBTQ students were
harassed at school, with one in six students reporting
bei ng physically assaulted at school because of their
sexual orientation, gender expression, or gender
identity. Most LGEBTQ students in Kentucky reported
being victim zed while at school. Nearly one in five in
Kent ucky reported being physically assaulted because of
their sexual orientation, 16 percent assault --
physically assaulted because of their gender expression,
and 14 percent because of their gender. Even higher
percent ages of our LGBTQ students reported verbal and
physi cal harassnment for the sanme reasons. O those

victim zed, half of those students never reported the
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incident to school staff, and of those that did report
to school staff, 33 percent said it resulted in an
ineffective staff intervention. Nearly one in four --
or three out of four LGBTQ students in Kentucky
experienced at | east one form of discrimnation from
their school's adm nistration, including sone |evel of
unequal discipline, or the inability to use the restroom
aligned with their gender, or were prevented from using
their preferred name or gender pronouns in school.
Nationally, 57.6 percent of LGBTQ students felt unsafe
at school because of their sexual orientation, and 43.4
percent felt unsafe because of their gender identity.
These students who experience this victimzation at
school were alnpbst three times as likely to have skipped
school because they felt unsafe or unconfortable, nore
likely to have denonstrated | ower |evels of acadenm c
achi evenent, including | ower GPAs, and to have had | ower
sel f-esteem and hi gher |evels of depression when
conmpared to students who did not experience
victim zation. Creating an affirmative school climte
is made possible by investing in professional
devel opnent and enacting affirmative and enuner at ed
policies. Investing in nmental health resources gives
young people nore resources to seek help and gui dance by

hel pi ng educators and adm ni strators of the tools they
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need to interact with students, and provide professional
devel opnent for educational professionals on cultural
conpet ency and systens of positive behavioral
i nterventions and supports. Restorative justice
practices should focus on keeping students in the
cl assroom Consequences should be used as a | earning
techni que, not a punishment. |f students are renoved
fromthe classroom they should be reintegrated as soon
as possible. 1n conclusion, while teachers also should
not have to worry about classroom managenent and weapon
managenent, we do not, in any way, support introducing
guns in schools. This will not make them safer, but
make them at nore risk. So GLSEN Bl uegrass recomends
t he Comm ssi on pursue advanci ng policies and gui dance
that foster a positive and affirmative school
envi ronnent .

MR. ZAl'S: Thank you, M. Duckwort h.

MODERATOR: We have a few individuals we need
to see if they're present with us today. Terry Ash,
Keith Cane, Christopher Carpenter, Jeff Edwards, Jeff
Long, Craig Peoples, and John Fusad (phonetic). OCkay.

MR. ZAIS: We have -- | guess, the rain
produced a | ot of no-shows, unfortunately, but we are
grateful for those who cane, shared their insights,

shared their experiences, and provided sone val uabl e
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i deas and recommendations for the Comm ssion to take
back to Washington. Thank you for your willingness to
be a part of this process, and to cone today despite the
rain. Appreciate you being here. Thank you.

(LI STENI NG SESSI ON CONCLUDED. )
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CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER

COVMONVWEALTH OF KENTUCKY AT LARGE

| do hereby certify that the witness in the foregoing
transcri pt was taken on the date, and at the tinme and

pl ace set out on the Title page hereof by nme after first
being duly sworn to testify the truth, the whole truth,
and nothing but the truth; and that the said matter was
recorded by nme and then reduced to typewitten form
under ny direction, and constitutes a true record of the
transcript as taken, all to the best of ny skills and
ability. I certify that | amnot a relative or enployee
of either counsel, and that | amin no way interested

financially, directly or indirectly, in this action.

ELI ZABETH HARLOW
COURT REPORTER / NOTARY
Commi ssi on EXPI RES ON: 04/ 06/ 2022

SUBM TTED ON: 07/05/2018
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