Building on Progress: Ensuring Opportunity for Every Child

The Elementary and Secondary Act is a crucial civil rights law that embodies the expectation that all students will learn at high levels, and that schools will receive vitally needed resources. In recent years, thanks to the hard work of educators and families, America’s students have grown overall and narrowed achievement gaps. Yet our nation has much further to go to ensure opportunity for all. This is the time to keep expectations high for all of our students through a strong ESEA.
Progress: Under an ESEA that sets high expectations, students have made important progress.
A graph titled “High School Graduation Rates over Time.”
In 1995-1996 it was about 70 percent. The high school graduation rate then climbed to around 72 percent by 2000-2001. In 2001-2002 the rate increased to about 72 percent, and then to about 74 percent by 2003-2004 and 2004-2005. For 2005-2006 the rate dropped back down to about 73 percent. For 2006-2007 it was 74 percent; for 2007-2008 it was just under 75 percent; for 2008-2009 it was about 75 percent. For 2009-2010 the high school graduation rate climbed to about 78.5 percent. In 2010-2011 it increased to 79.5 percent; in 2011-2012 it increased to 80 percent; in 2012-2013 it increased to 81 percent. Source: Average Freshman Graduated Rate (1990-2010) and Adjusted Cohort Graduation Rate (2010-2013), NCES
A speech bubble to the right of the graph is titled “Achievement.”
It reads, “In 2013, our nation’s elementary and middle school students earned the highest math and reading scores in history.”  Source: National Assessment of Educational Progress
Below there is an info graph titled “College Enrollment.”
It reads, “College enrollment for black and Hispanic students is up by more than one million since 2008.” Source: Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System, NCES
To the right there is a bar graph titled “Bachelor’s Degrees Earned.”

In 1990-1991 there were 1.1 million; in 1995-1996 there were 1.2 million; in 2000-2001 there were 1.2 million; in 2005-2006 there were 1.5 million; in 2007-2008 there were 1.6 million; in 2008-2009 there were 1.6 million; in 2009-2010 there were 1.7 million; in 2010-2011 there were 1.7 million; in 2011-2012 there were 1.8 million. Source: Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System, NCES
Below there is a title, “State Snapshot.”
Progress has been dramatic in states where educators have taken bold, collaborative steps to set high expectations for students. 
There are 3 info graphs.

One titled “DC Public Schools’ Gains in Math” shows that since 2003, the 4th grade math score increased 24 points and the 8th grade math score increased 17 points.

Next to it is another info graph titled “Narrowing the Gap Between White and Black 8th Grade Students in Florida.” It shows that the gap has narrowed by 9 points in reading and 10 points in math.

The third info-graph titled “Kentucky’s College and Career Readiness Rate” shows that the state’s college and career readiness rate increased from 34 percent in 2010 to 62 percent in 2013. Source: Kentucky Department of Education; National Assessment of Educational Progress

To follow is the title: Much work remains: Too many students are still failing through the cracks.

There is a bar chart named “Graduation Gaps: On Time High School Graduation.” It shows that in lowest performing 5% of schools the high school graduation rate is 40%, in all other schools the graduation rate is 87%. Source: Common Core of Data and EDFacts Adjusted Cohort Graduation Rate Data, 2012-2013
There is another bar chart named “Reading and Math Achievement Gaps: Proficiency on State Assessments.” It shows that in lowest performing 5% of schools the elementary & middle school math achievement is 29 %, in all other schools it’s 65%. And for elementary & middle school reading achievement, it’s 36% for lowest performing 5% of schools and 67% for all other schools.  Footnote: Title I-eligible participating schools among the lowest performing 5% of schools. Source: Common Core of Data and EDFacts Adjusted Cohort Graduation Rate Data, 2012-2013

There is a graphic named “Delayed Graduation” showing that 6 out of 10 students attending the lowest-performing, under-resourced high schools fail to graduate on time. Source: Common Core of Data and EDFacts Adjusted Cohort Graduation Rate Data, 2012-2013

There is another graphic named “College Remediation” showing that 3 out of 10 first-year undergraduates in 2011-12 took a remedial course in college. Source: 2011-2012 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study, NCES
There is a bar chart named “NAEP 2013 Proficiency Gaps.” It shows four different factors that has influence on students’ proficiency which are race and ethnicity, low-income, English language learners and students with disabilities. 

In this bar chart, it shows that 14% of black students, 21% of Hispanic students and 44% of white students are proficient in 8th-grade math. Also, 25 % of students who are eligible for FRPL (Free and reduced price lunch) are proficient in 4th-grade math, while 59% of students who are not eligible for FRPL are proficient in 4th-grade math. For students who are English learners, 7% are proficient in 4th-grade reading and 38% of students who are not English learners are proficient in 4th grade reading.  Students with disabilities, only 8% of them are proficient in 8th-grade reading while 40% of students without disabilities are proficient in 8th-grade reading. Source: National Assessment of Educational Progress, 2013
Finally there is a statement in bold font: “The time is not to double down in progress, not to turn back the clock.“

