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Our world increasingly relies on science and technology to solve its most intractable problems, yet U.S. student interest and performance in science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) fields are in decline.  As challenges mount in areas such as national defense, climate changes, health, energy, food safety and accessibility, and environmental protection, so does the demand for highly able scientists, engineers and health professionals as well as a STEM literate general citizenry .  As the flagship campus of a premier land-grant research university, the University of Illinois is committed to the improvement of STEM education at all levels.  
I-STEM is a coalition of STEM units (departments, colleges, and research institutes) working in synchrony to foster accessible, effective STEM teaching and learning from preschool to graduate education and workforce development at local, state and national levels. I-STEM is organized around four goals: 1) facilitate STEM Education Outreach; 2) improve STEM teacher preparation and development; 3) foster undergraduate and graduate STEM education reform, and 4) shape policy and advocate for STEM education.  

In the four years, since I-STEM’s inception, the Urbana campus has more than doubled external funding to support STEM education efforts on campus and throughout Illinois.  The number of research experiences for teachers has increased by 300%, with more than 250 teachers participating annually in research and professional development with STEM faculty.  Over 100 programs are encouraging undergraduate research in STEM fields (up from 30 in 2008). The campus has also seen an increase in interdisciplinary coursework and research opportunities to both graduate and undergraduate levels.  
More information can be found at http: //istem.illinois.edu/.
