RFI--Promising and Practical Strategies to Increase Postsecondary Success: 

Studying Abroad Increases the Likelihood of Timely College Completion
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2. Abstact

Studying abroad significantly improves college completion rates.  Compared to students who study only on their home campuses, students who study abroad are 10% more likely to graduate in four years and 25% more likely to graduate in five years.  Four-year graduation rates are nearly 18% higher for students who have studied abroad.  For African American students, the advantage conferred by studying abroad is even greater (31% higher four-year graduation rate).  These statistics are free of the selection bias (stronger students are  more likely to study abroad) that sometimes inflates estimates of  study abroad outcomes.  The data derive from GLOSSARI (Richard C. Sutton, PI), a large scale study across the 35 diverse  public colleges and universities of the University System of Georgia.  It interleaved a database of students studying abroad over an 8 year span with institutional data.  A true comparison group was painstakingly constructed such that prior retention and credit hours of the on-campus group matched that of the overseas-group.  In addition, individual differences in such variables as high school GPA, SAT scores were statistically controlled.  Contrary to prior suppositions, GLOSSARI results suggest that rather than interfering with timely college completion, studying abroad fosters it.  Rather than screening out students at risk, study abroad might serve as an intervention for enhancing their success.   Further research is needed, however, to determine exactly what study abroad program features optimize college completion for students at risk.   

3. Detailed description

Please see  “Implementing Learning Outcomes Assessment in Education Abroad: Program-level Assessment for Instructional Improvement versus Systemic Assessment for Decision Making” by Don Rubin.  This guide to assessment practice can be accessed at http://glossari.uga.edu/wp-content/uploads/downloads/2012/01/Rubin-SA-learning-outcomes-assessment-guide.pdf
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