Statements of Support for Beyond the Box 


"We support the Department of Education's "Beyond the Box" initiative as we continue to work to create equitable access for students. UMBC is committed to inclusive excellence and we applaud the Administration's efforts to make it easier for qualified students to pursue their education." –Dr. Freeman Hrabowski, president, University of Maryland, Baltimore County (UMBC) 

“I am pleased to see that the Administration has taken a constructive and balanced approach to a complex and important issue—one that is too often oversimplified in public discourse. The report published today, Beyond the Box, provides thoughtful and actionable advice to campus officials regarding admissions practices for prospective students with previous encounters with the justice system. Education is universally viewed as a transformative experience that improves both the individual student and the community. Broader access to higher education for underserved groups benefits the entire nation and should be a priority and a common goal for all of us. 

AASCU looks forward to working with the Administration and our members on the issues addressed by Beyond the Box.” -Muriel A. Howard, Ph.D. President American Association of State Colleges and Universities 

“‘Beyond the Box’ proposes that, by expanding access to higher education, potential students who otherwise would eschew college instead can be empowered with the single greatest determinant of social mobility — a college education. At ASU we judge success not by whom we exclude, but by whom we include and how they succeed and we pride ourselves on enabling students to find individual paths to success. Our nation needs more universities to develop ways of helping more people achieve their dreams by opening new paths to obtaining a post-secondary education."- President Michael M. Crow, Arizona State University 

"I commend the U.S. Department of Education for its leadership on this issue, one that has challenged public universities across the country. 


“In our continuing effort to provide all New Yorkers access to a quality, affordable higher education that prepares them for success in college and career, and at the direction of our Board of Trustees, SUNY has also been evaluating its application process with regard to those individuals that have a record with the justice system. 


"This federal guidance comes at an ideal time in SUNY's own review, as our system-wide workgroup is finishing its vital consultation with campuses and preparing to bring recommendations to our Board. 


“In addition, our system-wide Student Assembly recently passed its own progressive resolution recommending we ‘move the box.’ 


"We look forward to reviewing the ‘Beyond the Box’ guide in full so that we can align SUNY's effort." - Chancellor Nancy L. Zimpher, State University of New York
 
“I commend United States Secretary of Education John B. King Jr. and The Department of Education for their leadership in removing barriers in the higher education admissions process for formerly incarcerated individuals. 

“The City University of New York has been at the forefront of promoting alternatives to incarceration to help rehabilitate at-risk individuals and break the cycle of mass incarceration. Earlier this year, Governor Andrew Cuomo announced CUNY and SUNY would develop a statewide plan to provide college instruction in prison and allow participants to continue their educational progress in the community after being released from prison. 


“At CUNY, our college admissions offices have long been leaders in considering student applicants who have paid their debt to society while refraining from asking about their criminal records. 

A college education is vital to accessing opportunities. This will ensure that when incarcerated individuals leave prison and return to our communities, they have the education and skills they need to obtain employment and contribute positively to society. 


“We endorse the principles inherent in the “Beyond the Box Guide” initiative and look forward to maintaining and expanding CUNY’s leadership in ensuring that educational opportunities are available and encouraged for those who have been involved with the criminal justice system.” - Chancellor James B. Milliken, City University of New York 

"We think the Dept of Education's announcement today is a good step forward. It will be an important part of the ongoing national conversation about balancing campus safety with higher education's mission as an engine of opportunity and social mobility. To that end, we are also pleased that the Common App -- which NYU and hundreds of other colleges use for admissions, and which NYU wrote to about this issue in January -- last week notified its membership that it is moving forward with research on these very questions. 


"These are positive, productive developments on this important topic in higher education." – New York University Spokesman John Beckman 

 “The American School Counselor Association applauds and fully supports the U.S. Department of Education’s (ED) efforts to increase access to higher education for citizens with criminal records as part of President Obama’s greater efforts to reform the American criminal justice system. ED estimates more than 70 million persons face barriers in pursuing higher education because of their criminal history. Secretary of Education John King has called on colleges and universities to discontinue collecting information about applicants’ criminal background during the college admissions process. ASCA encourages institutions of higher learning to follow the recommendations introduced in the resource guide, Beyond the Box: Increasing Access to Higher Education of Justice-Involved Individuals. 


“Post-secondary education is crucial for career success in the 21st century,” says Richard Wong, executive director of ASCA. “All Americans should have access to high-quality education, both pre-K to 12th grade and beyond. Their future opportunities should not be limited by past mistakes or circumstances if they have successfully fulfilled their obligations through the criminal justice system.” – American School Counselor Association 

"NYU has been working hard to strike the right balance between giving young people, including those with criminal and disciplinary histories, the second chance we believe they frequently deserve and ensuring a safe campus for all our students. That's why we announced a new approach last year for the 2015-16 admissions cycle that involves a 'blind' first reading of applications that initially ignores whether an applicant has checked 'the box', and uses specially trained staff to look at criminal histories only after a preliminary admissions decision. 

“Beyond the Box should be required reading for every college and university administrator. The guide provides common sense advice on how a holistic approach can eliminate barriers to admissions for students previously involved in the criminal justice system. It also suggests a number of strategies for making sure that these students have the support and guidance they need to be successful in college. 


“After decades of over-policing, racial profiling and counterproductive school disciplinary policies, too many promising students – a disproportionate share of them students of color – are being summarily denied access to higher education or discouraged from even applying because of past mistakes. Colleges and universities play an important role in making sure that these students have a fair chance to learn, obtain skills and contribute to society. 


“We commend the U.S. Department of Education for issuing this guidance so that colleges and universities can meet their obligations under civil rights laws and better serve the needs of students and our nation.” - Nancy Zirkin, executive vice president and director of policy at the Leadership Conference on Civil and Human Rights.
“We applaud the U.S. Department of Education on the release of your new guidance on providing access to higher education for students previously involved with the criminal justice system.  The guidance, ‘Beyond the Box: Increasing Access to Higher Education for Justice-Involved Individuals’, will be an outstanding resource for our campuses, many of which have programming in place to give those who want the opportunity a second chance. Once a person has paid his or her debt, they should have an opportunity to be a fully productive member of society. “ - HBCU Law Enforcement Administrators Association
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