
Case Name: In the Matter of Accrediting Council for 
Independent Colleges and Schools 

Docket No.: 16-44-0 

Filing Party: Respondent, Accrediting Council for Independent 
Colleges and Schools 

Exhibit No.: B-0-19 



-Advocacy* Communication* Professional Development 



WELCOME TO THE CAPPS 2018 
LEGISLATIVE POLICY CONFEENCE! 

On behalf of the Board of Director s of 
the Cal ifornia Associat ion of Private 
Postsecondary Schoo ls (CAPPS), I would 
like to welcome you to the 20 18 CAPPS 
Legis lative Policy Conference. 

Our Conference theme this year is: 
Californ ia Career Education: A Better 
Way." We know that the benefi ts of 
enro lling in occupat iona lly spec ific t raining 
that is designed to match employe r need s 
and student talent is a winning formu la 
for Higher Educati on. We are the Higher 
Education Sector that accepts adu lt 
students who are seek ing a more focused 
ed ucat ional experience and turns them 
into successfu l employees. 

Ou r message and our theme are if one 
puts aside their partisan ideo logy for 
a mome nt and examines what we do 
for students , there wou ld be a better 
envir onment for all of us. No single Higher 
Educat ion secto r can meet all the d iffer ing 
educ at iona l de mands that peop le have, 
and we shoul d all respect what the various 
Higher Educatio n Institut ions offe r. But in 
the hype r-part isan wor ld we live in, that is 
very difficult. 

This year we are again co nfronted with 
chal lenges rega rding our sector's ab ility to 
prosper in the coming year. Ou r Governor 
and Attorney Gene ral along with their 
sup po rter s in State Gove rnment have 
commenced "Operation Resistance" 
which is in its essence an opposi tion 
to anything coming out of the Trump 
Administra t ion. They have fil ed dozens of 
lawsuits against the Federa l Gov ernment 
and are intent on b locking the Trump 
Administration whenever and wherever 

regu lations from the Oba ma era . As the 
frustrat ion level mo unts for t hose who 
wrote the o rigina l Gainfu l Employment 
and Borrower Defense regu lations and our 
sector is once more t reated like any other 
secto r of Higher Education, we can except 
mo re push back from those in California 
that are part of the "Resistance". Some 
of this pushback may come in the form 
of new State Legislatio n and some in the 
form of new initiat ives to lim it our access 
for fund ing resources such as Cal Grants 
and Veterans. 

There is much we can do toge ther to 
keep our sector of Highe r Education 
alive and movi ng forward. We must work 
together and support those who support 
us. We must work with our Nat ional 
Association, CECU, to reaut ho rize the 
Higher Educati on Act. We must stay 
united as a sector to continue to stand up 
for ourselves and our studen ts. We must 
imp rove our co llaboration with t hose who 
are open to collaborating with us. No 
Inst itution can survive without supporters 
and that is true of Associatio ns as we ll. We 
must organize the support of our students, 
facu lty, employers, and alumni . 

O ur sector is not easy. Higher Educat ion 
is not easy. W e are here because we love 
what we do. We cher ish our staff and 
students, partner compan ies, and each 
other. Let our Exhibitors and Sponsors 
know how much we appreciate their 
partic ipat ion. W ithout them it would be 
very d iffic ult to have this event. 

If there is anything I, or the Board and 
Staff can do, please let us know. Thank 
you for your attendance 

possibl e . 
(b)(6) Sincerely, 

Sal Younis The Department of Educati on under 
Secretary DeVos has been the recip ient 
of a number of these lawsu its due to their 
rewr ite of some of the more onerous 
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Executive Director, Institute 
fo r Business & Technology 
CAPPS Boa rd President 2018 

CAPPS 2018 EXCELLENCE IN 
COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARDS 

The CAPPS Excellence in Community Service Awards were inaugurated in 20 16 to 
recog nize CAPPS Member Schools that have demons t rated exceptional comm itment 

to their loca l commun ity. 

Three awards (Gold, Silver, and Bronze) are g iven annua lly to recog nize and encour age 
initiat ives in community service, service learning, and civic engagement that have a 

significant impact on the commun it ies served by ou r schoo ls. 

Please join us in congratulating our 2018 award winners! 

american 
career 
college 

® 

B E L L U s 
ACADEMY 

G' CiAM 
Learn more about our award winners ' community service programs du ring the awards 

ceremony , right here at the confere nce, Apri l 17th at 1 :00 PM. 

Thank you o-at oftlie PPS Member Schools that submitted award app licat ions. We 

to count such gene'rous and civic-minded schoo ls as part of our Assoc iat ion! 

Advanced Training College 

American Career College *GOLD 

Bellus Academy *SILVER 

California Institute of Advanced 
Management (CIAM) *BRONZE 

High Desert Medical College 

Institute for Business and Technology 

Institute of Technology - Clovis 

Institute of Technology - Modesto 

Premiere Career College 

San Diego Univers ity of Integrat ive 
Studies (SDUIS) 

SBB Col lege 

io School (forme rly Relativ ity Med ia) 

UEI - San Marcos 

Unitek Co llege 

West Coast Unive rsity - Ontar io 



MONDAY, APRIL 16 

9:30 AM - 11:15 AM in ROOM 127 @THE CAPITOL BUILDING 
Mo rning @ The Capitol 

CAPPS Lob byist Matt Back wi ll talk about how to successfu lly engage w ith any elected 
offi cial and what you can do to exert leg islati ve influence in Sacrame nto and your local 

area. Fol lowed by visits to you r chosen leg islato r's off ice. 

1:00 PM - 2:30 PM in REGENCY B 
CAPPS President 's Welcome 

Sal Younis, Executive Director, Institute for Business & Technology 
State Legislative Update 

Matt Back, President, Matt Back Government Relations 
Robert W. Johnson, Executive Director, CAPPS 

A Word from the DCA 
Dean R. Grafilo, Director, Californ ia Department of Consumer Affairs (DCA) 

2:30 PM - 3:00 PM in REGENCY C 
Break with Exhibitors sponsored by Enrollment Resources 

3:00 PM - 4:00 PM in REGENCY B 

All Summer Vacations: Deferred or Cancelled! 
Steve Gunderson, President, Career Education Col leges and Universities (CECU) 

This may be our sector's busiest summer yet! Are you ready? The proposed new rules 
on both Gainful Employment and Borrower Defense are expected in June. That means 

we'll have 30 to 60 days to submit thousands of public comments. And, we must 
prepare for the avalanche of attacks that will come from those seeking to preserve and 

protect the Obama Regulations . Then, there is the Higher Education Act . Both the 
House and Senate Comm ittee Chairs remain committed to act ion in 2018. Can you 

delay that summer vacation unti l Christmas? 

4:00 PM - 5:00 PM in REGENCY B 
The Legal Update 

CAPPS Genera l Counsel Keith Zakarin, 
Partner, Chair of the Educat ion Practice Group, Duane Morris LLP 

5:00 PM - 6:00 PM in VENTURA 
Indepe ndent Coalition of Educator s PAC (ICEPAC) Reception 

w ith special guest Senator Richard D. Roth 
Requested donat ion: $500 per pe rson, $1000 per institution (2 people) . To RSVP, 

please see CAPPS Executive Di rector Robert Johnson or the CAPPS Reg istrat ion staff . 

5:00 PM - 7:00 PM in REGENCY C 
Welcome Reception with Exhibitors Sponsored by Elsevier 

- page 4 -

TUESDAY, APRIL 17 
8:00 AM - 9:00 AM in REGENCY C 

Breakfast with Exhibitors 

9:00 AM - 10:30 AM in REGENCY 8 
CAPPS President's Welcome 

Sal Younis, Executive Director, Institute for Business & Technology 
Message from Elsevier, our Grand Sponsor 

Lauren Armstrong, National Account Specialist, Elsevier 
Special Guest from the California Assembly 

California State Assemb lywoman Shirley Weber (D-San Diego) 
The BPPE Update 

Leeza Rifredi, Deputy Bureau Chief, BPPE 

10:30 AM -11:00 AM in REGENCY C 
Break with Exhibitors sponsored by Powers Pyles Sutter & Verville PC 

11:00 AM - 12:00 PM in REGENCY B 
The Accredito r Panel 

Florence Tate, Execut ive Director, ASHES 
Dr. W illiam V. Larkin, Executive Director, ACCET 

Michelle Edwards, President, ACICS 
Dr. Leah K. Matthews, Execut ive Director, DEAC 

Dr. Jamienne S. Studley, President , WSCUC 

12:00 PM - 1:00 PM in REGENCY C 
Luncheon with Exhibitors featuring Speed Matchmaking! 

Jo in Educationa l Adv isors during your lunch as they host 
speed matchmaking between institut ional support services and 1nst1tut1ons . 

1:00 PM - 2:00 PM in REGENCY B 
The Many Benefits of Community Service: A Panel Discussion 

Roy Hurd, President, Empire Co llege 
Sherie Hurd, Executive Vice President, Empire College 
Yasith Weerasur iya, President,, Stanbr idge University 

CAPPS 2018 Excellence in Community Service Awards 
Presentation of the 2018 Gold, Silver, and Bronze awards 

2:00 PM- 3:15 PM in REGENCY 8 
What's Next for ACICS? 

Michelle Edwards, President, ACC IS 

The Federal Update 
Stanley A. Freeman, Principal, Powers Pyles Sutter & Vervil le PC 

Closing Remarks 
CAPPS President Sal Younis, Executive Director, Institute for Business & Techno logy 
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~ CourseKey 
Table #4 thecoursekey.com 
CourseKey is a locatio n-based act ive learn ing platform that automatical ly 
captures and tracks clock-hours and student attendance. Whether in the 
classroom , lab , or clinical setti ng, the flexib le solut ion becomes a key e leme nt 
of an inst itution's comp liance and accreditation strategy. Additionally, 
CourseKey offers engagement and analytics solut ion s that help t rack career 
readiness and improve outcomes -- all through the devices students are 
already br inging to class; their smartpho nes, tab lets or laptops. Ne ither an 
LMS no r SIS, CourseKey is a classroom-centric solutio n that pu lls real-t ime 
data from the classroom and pushes it right to your existing systems. 

ELSEVIER 
Table #1 O elsevieradvantage.com/career 
Elsevier Educat ion empowers higher learning institu t ions and edu cators with 
exceptio nal content, learn ing techno logy, and assessment tools that he lp 
transform today's studen ts into tomorrow's healthcare profess ionals. 

::Enrollment 
Resources 

Table #6 enrol lmentresources.com 
Enrollment Resources is the lead ing innova tor in the proprietary Career 
Education Sector, dedicated to he lping our clients increase student enrol lment 
and p rof itabil ity. Since 2003, Enrol lment Resources has outpaced the 
compet it ion w ith p roven and reproducible market ing systems that represe nt 
the very best p ractices the industry has to offer. These systems - our iMarketing 
Services, Ad missions Performance Inst itute , and our Virtual Ad viser suite of 
softwa re - can be used separate ly, or for best results, together. The results are 
effect ive market ing campa igns, productive admissions staff, happier students 
and a stronger bottom line. 

-e GRAGG ADVERTISING~ 

Table #1 graggadv.com 

Gragg Adverti sing is a full service , d irect response EDU agency focused in 
market ing tech no logy. We create a fluid and compl iant admission process, 
deve lop ho list ic marketing strategies and provide qua ntifiab le results for 
our cl ients. Trad itional b rand ing strateg y w ith proven direct respo nse tact ics 
creates advertis ing that makes a diffe rence. 
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(ffl!il aim 
Table #2 texta im.com 
TextAim is a communications company that allows back and forth conversations 
w ith students by text. Since students prefer to use text instead of phones and 
email, TextAim hel ps schools to communicate with hundreds or thousands of 
stude nts through a system as easy to use as email. It is clo ud-based, so no IT 
de partment needed. TextA im is diffe rent than any ot her tex t program avai lable 
and helps stream line and simpl ify comm unications with studen ts fo r d ifferen t 
departments. 

/ TFC / Tuition Financing 

Table #8 tfctu ition.com 
For nearly 50 years, TFC Tuition Financing has provided tuition-f inanc ing 
alternatives. Our programs enable schoo ls to increase cash flow and enrol lments 
whi le eliminating the d iffic ult tasks of tui t ion collection, servicing and report ing . 
NO CREDIT CHECKS, NO ORIGINATION FEES & NO START-UP FEES. TFC 
Tuition Financing prov ides all the materia ls necessary to implement our tu it ion 
f inancin g p rog rams at no cost to the school. Our mission is to p rovide long­
term quality service to our clients. The government required TILA d isclosures are 
available on our website for no additional cost to our client schools. 

T UITIO _ Li~ 
OPTION S 

Table #9 tuit ionoptions.com 
Tuition Option s is a licensed institu t ional loan and payment plan serv icer. We 
help schools imp lement and manage the recovery of accounts receivab le via 
a compl iant origination process, student-friendly effect ive servic ing strategies, 
comp rehensive repo rting tools and flexible borrower repayme nt op tio ns. Stop 
by our booth to learn how we can he lp your schoo l comp ly with the new Student 
Loan Servicing ("SLS") Act. 

van Rijn & 
Assoc iates , P.C. 
C~rtlfltd l'ublic A<:ir-o1ml■nh 

Table #7 vanRijnCPAs.com 
Specia lizing in provid ing services to private postsecondary schools, van Rijn 
& Associates is a full-services Certified Publ ic Accounting f irm committed to 
serving clients w ith personalized attention . The fir m's educationa l part ner is 
intim atel y invo lved in all pha ses of serv ices to career schools and has a solid 
rep utat ion for be ing respons ive and attentive to clients' needs in a t ime ly manne r. 
In add itio n to financial state ment and compl iance audits, the f irm also provides 
other co mp rehensive accounting and tax services. 
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Matt Back Michelle Edwards 
b)(6) (b)(6) 

b)(6) 
(b)(6) 

Sherie L. Hurd 

(b )(6) b)(6) 

Dr. Leah K. Matthews Leeza Ritred1 

(b)(6) (b)(6) 

i-1orence 1ate Yasith We er asuriya 

(b)(6) 

Stanley A. Freem an 

b)(6) 

b)(6) 

(b )(6) 

Dr. Jamienne Studley 

b)(6) 

Keith Zakarin 

Matt Back 
President 

SPEAKER BIOS 

Matt Back Govern ment Relations 

Matt Back has worked in California pol it ics for nearly 20 years, with exper ience both 
in and out of State Government. In th is time , he gained extens ive knowledge of the 
leg islative and regulatory process, while deve loping strong contacts througho ut state 
government. This exper ience, coupled with a strong reputation and work eth ic, has 
helped the firm achieve success for its clients in Californi a's complex leg islat ive and 
regulatory arena. 

Michelle Edwards 
President and CEO 
Acc red iting Counci l for Independent Col leges and Schoo ls (ACICS) 

M ichel le Edwards joined ACICS as the President and CEO in July 2017. Prior to her 
appo intment she served on over 50 on-s ite evaluation team visit s fo r ACICS, participated 
on their Intermed iate Review Comm ittee, and served on the Council / Board of Directors; 
most recent ly in the role of Chai r. Edwards has been engaged in proprietary educat ion 
since 2008 most recent ly serving as Chief Acad emic and Comp liance Off icer, member 
of the Board of Directors, and Corpora te Secretary for Delta Schoo l of Business & 
Technology (Delta Tech) in Lake Charles, LA. During the same time per iod she was active 
with the Louisiana Association of Private Col leges and Schools and served on the ir 
Board of Directors, as wel l as numerous other non-profit organ izations . Prior to ente ring 
proprietary educat ion Edwards worked in various companies in the role of corporate 
training . 

Stanley A. Freeman 
Principa l 
Powers Pyles Sutter & Vervi lle PC 

Stanley A. Freeman joi ned Powers Pyles Sutter & Vervi lle in 1994. He is the former 
president of the f irm and founder of the firm's education pract ice. Stanley has been 
active ly involved in represent ing educa tional instit uti ons for more than 20 years. In his 
practice, he counse ls indiv idua l educational institutions, corporate investors in higher 
education, associations of schoo ls and col leges, and allied educat iona l companies on 
administrat ive, transact iona l, regulatory and lit igat ion matte rs. He has represented 
numerous schools before the U.S. Department of Educatio n and before ot her federa l 
agencies, state educationa l oversight agencies , and accred itors on comp liance matters , 
financia l responsibility concerns, leg islative issues, and investigative matters . He has also 
lit igated cases in the state and federal courts . He spends much of his time advising clients 
concerning regu latory and compl iance matters arising under the Highe r Education Act of 
1965, including program reviews, audits, substantive changes, changes in ownership and 
contro l, and other ove rsight matters. Stanley has authored numerous articles on federal 
student f inancial aid issues for higher educat ion pub licat ions and frequent ly speaks to 
gath erings of col lege officia ls and student aid admin istrators. 



Dean R. Grafilo 
Director 

SPEAKER BIOS 

California Department of Consumer Affairs (DCA) 

Dean R. Grafilo was appointed director at the Department of Consumer Affairs in 
February 2017. With DCA's executive team, he leads the regu latory entities and other 
divisions within DCA. Prior to his appo intment, Grafi lo was chief of staff in the office of 
state Assemb ly Member Rob Bonta since 20 12. He was associate director of government 
relations at the California Medical Association from 2009 to 2012, chief of staff in the 
office of Assembly Member Warren T. Furutani from 2008 to 2009, and a senior legislative 
assistant in the office of Assemb ly Member Alberto Torrico from 2004 to 2008. Grafi lo 
was an organ izer represe ntat ive at Service Employees International Union Loca l 925 from 
2003 to 2004, and a po litical intern at the M.L. King County Labor Council in Seattle 
in 2002. Starting in 1996 through 2001, he was a field rep resentat ive and organ izer at 
Internationa l Longshore and Warehouse Union Local 142 in Hawai'i. 

Steve Gunderson 
President and CEO 
Career Education Co lleges and Universities (CECU) 

Steve Gunderson's entire career has held the issues of educat ion and workforce 
investment as priorities for both the nation and his professional work. His commitment 
began at the age of 23, when he was fi rst elected to the Wisconsin State Legislature. 
After three terms in Mad ison, Gunderson served 16 years in the U.S. Congress. 
Following his career in public service, he was named the senior consultant and managing 
director of the Washington office of The Greystone Group, a strateg ic management and 
communications consulting firm. Gunderson served as President and CEO of the Council 
on Foundat ions between 2005 and 201 1. In 2012 Steve became President and CEO of 
the Association of Private Sector Col leges and Universities. Under his leadership, he has 
worked to refocus the association and the sector on workforce education programming. 
He has become a strong voice for postsecondary career education, writing and speaking 
on this topic across the nation. 

Roy 0. Hurd 
President 
Empire College 

Roy Hurd has been invo lved in pr ivate education and school administration for more 
than 40 years., the past 31 years as President of Empire Co llege in Santa Rosa, CA 
Prior to 1987, Roy was President of Sawyer College in Santa Clara and earlier served 
as Executive Vice President and Chief Executive Off icer of a 12-campus postsecondary 
col lege. He has acted as a vocational and degree -granting institution evaluator for the 
ACICS and for the California Counci l for Private Postsecondary and Vocat ional Education 
(CPPVE). Roy has served on the board of directors of the California Association of Private 
Postsecondary Schools (CAPPS), serv ing as pres ident in 2004. In 2011, Roy was inducted 
into the CAPPS S.T.A.R. Hall of Fame. 

Sherie L. Hurd 
Executive Vice President 
Emp ire Col lege 

SPEAKER BIOS 

Sherie Hurd has over 30 years experience in the private postsecondary education sector 
with Empi re Col lege. As Executive Vice President, Sherie oversees, and plays a hands-on 
role, in marketing, public relations, and overal l adm inistrat ion at the co llege . Sherie has 
also served as accred itat ion evaluator for the ACICS. 

Robert W. Johnson 
Executive Direct or 
CAPPS 

Robert Johnson has been the Executive Director CAPPS since 1998. Robert 's 
respons ibi lities include work ing closely with his Board of Directors and membership in 
representing the Association and the Private Postsecondary Education Secto r to Policy 
Makers and the Public. He has worked with Governors, State and Local Legislators, Boards, 
Commiss ions, as wel l as State regulatory bod ies such as the Department of Consumer 
Affairs (DCA) on matters relating to the Private Postsecondary Educatio n Secto r. He 
administers the Independent Coal it ion of Educators Politica l Action Comm ittee (ICEPAC) 
and the CAPPS 501C3 Foundat ion. Robert is responsible for imp lement ing sector 
capacity bu ilding programs, and spends much of his t ime adv ising member schoo ls on 
business, regu latory, accredit ing, and lega l matters that may affect the ir instit utional 
readiness. Before assuming his pos ition as Executive Director of CAPPS, Robert managed 
public sector economic development and jo b tra ining programs in Californ ia, includ ing 
extens ive work on Mi litary Base closures . He also worked w ith Federal and State off icials 
in craft ing Nat ional Job Training Legis lation. Robert has been an activ e member of the 
California State Bar Association since 1980 and has offices in both Sacramento and 
Southern Cal ifornia. 

Dr. Will iam V. Larkin 
Executive Directo r 
Accred iting Counci l for Continuing Education & Training (ACCET) 

Dr. William V. Larkin's career in educat ion spans four decades of service to students 
and educationa l institut ions and he ho lds the distinction of being one of the few 
col lege presidents who has served in that capacity for both a not for-prof it and a fo r­
profit instit ut ion. Dr. Larkin's early higher education career was in student affai rs and 
professional deve lopment . In 2003, Pennsylvan ia's Governor appointed Dr. Larkin to 
the position of Deputy Secretary for Postsecondary and Higher Education. Dr. Larkin 
was appo inted President of The Art Inst itute of Philade lphia in 2005. In 20 10, he left 
The Art Institute to accept the position of President and CEO at Pennsylvania Institute 
of Techno logy, a M iddle States accredited two- campus, two-year , technical and allied 
health, not for- profit college in the Philadelph ia region. 



Dr. Leah K. Mathew s 
Executive Director 

SPEAKER BIOS 

Distance Education Accrediting Commission (DEAC) 

Dr. Leah Matthews began serving as the DEAC Executive Director in 2013. Dr. Matthews 
comes to DEAC from her previous posit ion as Vice President for Recognition Services 
at the Council for Higher Education Accred itation (CHEA). Dr. Matthews served nearly 
12 years on the staff of the Accrediting Commission for Career Schools and Colleges. 
Prior to jo ining ACCSC, Dr. Matthews worked for five years as a civilian based at the U.S. 
Army Japan Headquarters in Zama, Japan where she directed fam ily support services 
and educat ion programs for chi ldren and youth and where she directed the Army Family 
Action Plan advocating for post-secondary education opportunities for soldiers and 
fami lies assigned to the U.S. Army Japan, Headquarters. Dr. Matthews also taught for 
several years in the Baltimore City Schools system. Dr. Matthews frequently speaks on 
the topic of accreditation and d istance education. She served as a non -federal negot iator 
for the U.S. Department of Education 's 2014 Rulemaking Sessions on mult iple areas that 
included d istance educat ion state authorization. Dr. Matthews is currently serving an At ­
Large Member of the WICHE Cooperative for Educational Technolog ies (WCET) and as 
a board member of the Nat ional Council for State Authoriza tio n Reciprocity Agreements 
(NC-SARA). 

Leeza Rifredi 
Deputy Bureau Chief 
Bureau for Private Postsecondary Education (BPPE) 

Ms. Leeza Rifredi, Deputy Bureau Chief has worked for the Bureau for Private 
Postsecondary Education and its predecessor agency since 1995, in the last 13 years Ms. 
Rifredi has wo rked in all aspects of the Bureau and most recent ly managed the Licensing 
Unit prior to becoming the Deputy Bureau Ch ief. 

Dr. Jamienne Studley 
President 
WASC Senior College and University Comm ission (WSCUC) 

Jam ienne S. Studley became the sixth president of the WASC Senior Co llege and 
University Commiss ion (WSCUC) on January 16, 2018. Ms. Studley was deputy 
undersecretary of the U.S. Department of Educat ion from 2013 to 20 16. She also 
acted during vacancies in the positions of under secretary and assistant secretary for 
postsecondary education. Ms. Stud ley served on the federa l advisory committee on 
accred itation, the National Advisory Comm ittee on Institut ional Qua lity and Integr ity 
(NACIO I) from 2008 to 2013 (chair, 201 1-13). Earlier Ms. Stud ley was the department's 
deputy and then acting general counse l from 1993 to 1999. Ms. Studley has served in a 
number of other higher educat ion roles, notably as the first fema le president of Skidmore 
Col lege and as Associate Dean & Lecturer in Law at Yale Law Schoo l. Her nonprof it 
leadership experience includes CEO and now President Emerita of Public Advocates Inc. 
and executive d irector of the National Association for Law Placement. She serves on the 
boards of KOED and the Foundation for Student Success. 

Florence Tate 
Executive Director 

SPEAKER BIOS 

Acc rediting Bureau of Health Education Schools (ASHES) 

Ms. Florence Tate commenced as the ASHES Executive Director, effective November 
20 14. Ms. Tate, former President of Potomac Co llege, Washington, DC, has worked in 
postsecondary educat ion for over 30 years. Previously, she served as Comm issioner and 
Chair of the Accrediting Counc il for Continuing Education and Training (ACCED and 
has participated in over 300 accred itat ion evaluat ion visits for three national accredit ing 
agencies, including ASHES. Ms. Tate has served on several boards, regulatory counse ls, 
and adv isory groups, and has been a freq uent presenter on issues affect ing higher 
education. As the Executive Director, Ms. Tate manages the operat ions of ASHES, 
including overseeing accreditation activ ities and staff. She serves as liaison to state 
and federa l regu latory bodies, including the U.S. Department of Education, and works 
closely with other national accrediting agencies, as wel l as credentia ling agencies in the 
health care discipl ines. She is the primary liaison to the ASHES Commission and serves 
as staff liaison to a variety of committees, including the Commiss ioner Nominating. She 
also oversees and is the pr imary ed itor for ASHES' bi-annual newsletter, The Advantage. 

Yasith Weerasuriya 
President & CEO 
Stanbridge University 

Yasith Weerasuriya currently serves as CEO of Stanbr idge University and has over 20 
years of execut ive leadersh ip experience in private sector col leges. Yasith serves on a 
number of boards including Discovery Cube Orange County and Wor ld Affairs Counc il of 
Orange County. He has previous ly served on the boards of CAPPS, the Orange County 
Workforce Investment Board, and the Second Harvest Food Bank of Orange County. 

Keith Zakarin 
Partner 
Duane Morris LLP 

Keith Zakarin is the chair of Duane Morr is' Educat ion Practice Group and is a member 
of the firm's Partners Board. Mr. Zakarin exclusively represents private postsecondary 
schools and colleges. His representat ion of these schools nationwide includes such 
diverse areas of law as student and employee litigation, regulatory and admin istrat ive 
counseling and lit igat ion, mergers and acquisitions, accred itation counse ling and 
advocacy, employment counsel ing and risk management. Mr. Zakarin is not just an 
attorney represent ing colleges; he also owned and operated an accred ited pr ivate 
col lege for th irteen years. Mr. Zakarin is a 1986 graduate of the University of California, 
Berkeley, Boalt Hall Schoo l of Law, and a summa cum laude graduate of the University 
of California at San Diego. 
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SAVE THE 
DATES! 

CAPPS 
34TH 

ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE 

OCTOBER 
10-12, 2018 

THE WESTIN 
MISSION HILLS 
RESORT & SPA, 

RANCHO 
MIRAGE, CA 

WWW.CAPPSONLINE.ORG/EVENTS/ 
34TH-ANNUAL-CONFERENCE/ 



Our generous sponosrs helped make this conference 
possible. Thank you for partnering with us to bring 

this important event to our membership and the 
private postsecondary community . 

ELSEVIER 
Duane Morris ® 
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