
Chapter 2. Geography: Location, Location, Location 

The Handbook for Campus Safety and Security Reporting 23  

public property at the times it is accessible from your 
campus. 

• Public transit stops: A public transit stop (e.g., 
subway or metro station, trolley or bus stop) located 
on your campus or immediately adjacent to your 
campus is included in your public property category 
up to the point at which a rider is required to have 
paid a fare. For a subway or metro station, your 
public property would end at the fare gates. For a 
trolley or bus stop, it would end when someone gets 
on the vehicle. Apply this guidance to all other types 
of transit stops as well. (If your institution has a 
campus police or security department whose patrol 
jurisdiction extends beyond the point where a fare is 
required, crimes reported there would be included in 
your daily crime log. An example is campus police 
who patrol the waiting platform of a commuter train 
station. More about the crime log in Chapter 5.) 

• Public buildings: Buildings or property belonging to 
a public college or university are not considered 
public property under Clery. Nor are buildings that 
are open to the public in private institutions.  

Do not include the inside of a public building such as 
a public high school or public library in your public 
property category. 

Some state institutions have charters specifying that 
state-owned roads running through the campus are 
under the control of the campus. Such roads are  
on-campus roads, not public property. 

• Institutions that share a campus: If you share an 
entire campus with another Title IV institution, both 
institutions have the same public property.  

• No public property: It’s possible that your campus 
does not have any public property. Some examples 
are:  

– An institution that is located on, and 
completely surrounded by, the campus of 
another institution. If you cannot step out of 
one of the buildings you control without 
stepping onto property owned or controlled by 
the other institution, you don’t have any public 
property.  
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– All property within your campus boundaries is 
owned or controlled by your institution and 
there are no public streets, sidewalks, 
thoroughfares or parking facilities immediately 
adjacent to your campus. 

– An institution that is located in a mall or office 
building if the parking lot and streets 
surrounding the building are privately owned 
by an individual or business. 

– A campus entirely surrounded by a gated fence 
that restricts access (e.g., it is opened only by a 
guard or some type of pass). However, if the 
gate remains open for a specific period of time, 
and the gate opens onto a public road, the 
portion of the road along the gated side of the 
campus is public property during the times the 
gate is open. (Do not limit this public property 
to the area immediately in front of the gate.) 

 
Figure 3. Example of public property: gated fence. In this illustration, the college is bordered by a fence on 
all sides. When the gate is open, the college’s public property consists of the public sidewalk, street and opposite 
sidewalk that border the gated side of the campus. 




