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2. Simple Assault is an unlawful physical attack by one 
person upon another where neither the offender 
displays a weapon, nor the victim suffers obvious 
severe or aggravated bodily injury involving apparent 
broken bones, loss of teeth, possible internal injury, 
severe laceration, or loss of consciousness.  

Include all assaults which do not involve the use of a 
firearm, knife, cutting instrument or other dangerous weapon 
and in which the victim did not sustain serious or aggravated 
injuries. 

3. Intimidation is to unlawfully place another person in 
reasonable fear of bodily harm through the use of 
threatening words and/or other conduct, but without 
displaying a weapon or subjecting the victim to actual 
physical attack. 

A person is assumed to be placed in “reasonable fear” if 
he or she reports threatening words or other conduct to law 
enforcement personnel. To be the victim of intimidation, one 
doesn’t have to be the intended target of the offender. For 
example, a person who reports seeing anti-gay threats on a 
bathroom wall to law enforcement is considered a victim. (For 
the Intimidation to be considered a hate crime there would have 
to be other supporting evidence of bias as well.) Include in this 
category cyber-intimidation if the victim is threatened via 
computer while on your Clery geography. 

4. Destruction/Damage/Vandalism of Property is to 
willfully or maliciously destroy, damage, deface, or 
otherwise injure real or personal property without the 
consent of the owner or the person having custody or 
control of it.  

Classify as Destruction/Damage/Vandalism of 
Property: 

 A wide range of malicious behavior directed at property, 
such as: 

• Cutting auto tires. 

• Drawing obscene pictures on restroom walls. 

• Smashing windows. 

• Destroying school records. 
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• Defacing library books.  

Do not classify as Destruction/Damage/Vandalism of 
Property: 

Incidents of burning that willfully or maliciously destroy, 
damage or deface property. Classify such incidents as 
Arson. 

Classifying a crime as a hate crime is sometimes 
difficult. The following information adapted from the FBI’s 
Uniform Crime Reporting Hate Crime Data Collection 
Guidelines and Training Guide for Hate Crime Data Collection 
should be useful in guiding you.  

Before an incident can be classified as a hate crime, 
sufficient objective facts must be present to lead a reasonable 
and prudent person to conclude that the offender’s actions were 
motivated, in whole or in part, by bias. While no single fact 
may be conclusive, facts such as the following, particularly 
when combined, are supportive of a finding of bias: 

a. The offender and the victim were of a different race, 
religion, disability, sexual orientation and/or 
ethnicity/national origin. For example, the victim was 
black and the offender was white. 

b. Bias-related oral comments, written statements or 
gestures were made by the offender which indicate 
his or her bias. For example, the offender shouted a 
racial epithet at the victim. 

c. Bias-related drawings, markings, symbols or graffiti 
were left at the crime scene. For example, a swastika 
was painted on the door of a synagogue. 

d. Certain objects, items or things which indicate bias 
were used. For example, the offenders taped a photo 
of a burning cross to the door of the victim’s dorm 
room. 

e. The victim is a member of a racial, religious, 
disability, sexual-orientation or ethnic/national origin 
group which is overwhelmingly outnumbered by 
other residents in the student housing facility where 
the victim lives and the incident took place. This 
factor loses significance with the passage of time 
(i.e., it is most significant when the victim first 




