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Dear Dr. Mitchell and Carol:

Just a brief note to say thank you for this awesome experience that I am having
serving as part of Alabama's history-making efforts in reading. This has been one of
the most dynamic experiences that I've had in quite some time. It has allowed me to
recapture my fire for teaching. It has strengthened my coaching abilities, and, I
believe, it has opened more doors for me in reaching some of the principals, teachers
and coaches whom I served (or tried to serve) this year. The best part of this
experience has been the success that the third graders at Whatley have experienced.
Just to see the children reading continuously throughout the day, as well as witnessing
their attitudes move from an "I can't ..." to "You better believe I can ...,” has made
me realize what highly skilled, explicit and systematic instruction (along with a
dynamite team- Vilveca and Veronica (smile)- can do for the children we are working
with. Again, I thank you for this opportunity to spread my wings and soar to higher
heights.

Respectfully,

Veronica Winn
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