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Hi, I'm Ray Simon, Assistant Secretary for Elementary and Secondary Education at the United States Department of Education. Thanks for joining us today to hear about how we should be identifying, recognizing, and learning from those Title I schools that have figured out how to reach all students. Title I, Part A requires states to recognize schools that have significantly closed the achievement gap and exceeded their Adequate Yearly Progress targets. By the end of this discussion, we hope to have helped you think about how to develop and improve the academic achievement awards and distinguished schools programs in your states.

Britt Jung, from the Instructional Change Group will moderate this discussion. We’re grateful to have three very experienced educators join us from the field as well. Many of you know Joseph Johnson who has joined us from the Ohio Department of Education. From the Virginia Department of Education, we have Linda Wallinger. And from a local school district in Aldine, Texas, Wanda Bamberg has also joined us. So, enjoy the discussion, and thanks for all the hard work you do every day.

