Amendments to Wyoming’s Accountability Plan

The following is a summary of Wyoming’s amendment requests.  Please refer to the Department’s website at: www.ed.gov/admins/lead/account/stateplans03/index.html for Wyoming’s complete accountability plan.

Acceptable amendments

The following amendments are aligned with the statute and regulations.

General updates (Elements 1.1, 1.3, 1.4, 4.1, 9.2, and 10.2) 
Revision:
Wyoming has updated its workbook to reflect current practice to include pairings of schools to determine adequate yearly progress (AYP) in schools without grades assessed, additional edits related to the 2011–2012 removal of the writing component of the Proficiency Assessments for Wyoming Students (PAWS) in English language arts, revised dates for the various testing windows, language changed from limited English proficient/English Language Learners to English learners, clarification of language related to exemptions for students with the most significant disabilities, and the legislative decision to rename the approving official responsible for the administrative classification of schools.

Assessment used for accountability and annual AYP determinations (Elements 1.1, 1.3, 1.5, 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 4.1, 5.3, 5.4, 6.1)   

Revision:
Wyoming has revised its workbook to reflect its implementation of the ACT Plus Writing as its high school general assessments in place of the PAWS at grade 11, effective with the Spring 2013 administration.


Note:  Approval of this amendment does not reflect approval of the ACT Plus Writing under the standards and assessments requirements of the ESEA.  However, because the Department has temporarily suspended peer review of standards and assessments, a State educational agency (SEA) may use, until further notice, assessments that meet the requirements of section 1111(b)(3) of the ESEA, even though the Department has not peer reviewed and approved those assessments.  Continued compliance requires, among other things, that the SEA ensure that its assessment system is valid, reliable, and fair.  Additionally, a State must continue to administer at least one alternate assessment for students with disabilities, which must show a clear link to the applicable content standards.
