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In order to move forward with State and local reforms designed to improve academic achievement and increase the quality of instruction for all students in a manner that was not originally contemplated by the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (NCLB), a State educational agency (SEA) may request flexibility, on its own behalf and on behalf of its local educational agencies (LEAs), through waivers of certain provisions of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA) and their associated regulatory, administrative, and reporting requirements (ESEA flexibility).  However, an SEA that receives ESEA flexibility must comply with all statutory and regulatory provisions that are not waived.  For example, an SEA must calculate a four-year adjusted cohort graduation rate, as set forth in 34 C.F.R. § 200.19(b), and disaggregate that rate for reporting.  Similarly, an SEA must use an “n-size” that ensures, to the maximum extent practicable, that all student subgroups are included in accountability determinations, in accordance with 34 C.F.R. § 200.7(a)(2)(i)(B).  Furthermore, an SEA may continue to use technical measures, such as confidence intervals, to the extent they are relevant to the SEA’s ESEA flexibility request.  This accountability addendum replaces a State’s accountability workbook under NCLB and, together, an SEA’s approved ESEA flexibility request and this accountability addendum contain the elements of the State’s system of differentiated recognition, accountability and support. 
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Instructions to the SEA:  Please provide the requested information in the “State Response” column in the table below.  Please provide the information in sufficient detail to fully explain your response.  Also, please indicate whether the information provided is the same as that in your State accountability workbook under NCLB or reflects a change.  Note that these instructions, the “change” column, and the “ED Comments” column of the table will be removed in the version of this document that is posted on ED’s website.

	Subject and Question
	State Response

	Annual Measurable Objectives (AMOs)
	

	Please attach the State’s AMOs for reading/language arts and mathematics for the all students group and each individual subgroup.  If the State has different AMOs for each school or LEA, attach the State-level AMOs and provide a link to a page on the SEA’s web site where the LEA and school level AMOs are available.


	To fulfill ESEA flexibility requirements for the Annual Measureable Objectives (AMOs), Kentucky created a set of Gap Delivery Targets. In Kentucky, the Gap Delivery Targets are synonymous with the concept of AMOs. These targets are established for all student groups as well as all sub-groups.  The targets call for a 50% reduction in five years of the difference between a group proficiency score and the ultimate score of 100% proficiency. State goals for All students are listed in the table below:  
Reading

2012 Baseline Elementary 48.0    

   2013 Goal:  53.2

   2014 Goal:  58.4

   2015 Goal:  63.6

   2016 Goal:  68.8

   2017 Goal:  74.0

2012 Baseline Middle 46.8

   2013 Goal:  52.1

   2014 Goal:  57.4

   2015 Goal:  62.8

   2016 Goal:  68.1

   2017 Goal:  73.4 
2012 Baseline High School 52.2

   2013 Goal:  57.0

   2014 Goal:  61.8

   2015 Goal:  66.5

   2016 Goal:  71.3

   2017 Goal:  76.1

Mathematics

2012 Baseline Elementary 40.4    

   2013 Goal:  46.4

   2014 Goal:  52.3

   2015 Goal:  58.3

   2016 Goal:  64.2

   2017 Goal:  70.2

2012 Baseline Middle 40.6

   2013 Goal:  46.5

   2014 Goal:  52.5

   2015 Goal:  58.4

   2016 Goal:  64.4

   2017 Goal:  70.3 

2012 Baseline High School 40.0

   2013 Goal:  46.0

   2014 Goal:  52.0

   2015 Goal:  58.0

   2016 Goal:  64.0

   2017 Goal:  70.0

Gap Delivery Targets are housed within the Kentucky School Report Card. The direct link to the Gap Delivery Targets is:  

http://applications.education.ky.gov/SRC/DeliveryTargetByState.aspx (valid as of August 21, 2013).
In order to drill down to individual group gap targets, the underlined level (Elementary, Middle, and High) on the left column must be clicked.  

	Annual Measurable Achievement Objective 3 (AMAO 3) under Title III

	Please affirm that the State determines whether an LEA that receives funds under Title III of the ESEA meets AMAO 3 (ESEA section 3122(a)(3)(A)(iii)) based on either of the following:

· Whether the subgroup of English Learners has made adequate yearly progress (AYP) under ESEA section 1111(b)(2)(B); or
· If the State has received a waiver of making AYP determinations, whether the subgroup of English Learners has met or exceeded each of the following:
· Its AMOs in reading/language arts and mathematics.

· 95 percent participation on the State’s assessments in reading/language arts and mathematics.
· The State’s goal or annual targets for graduation rate if the LEA includes one or more high schools.
	Beginning with 2013, Kentucky will meet AMAO 3 requirements for English Learners based on AMOs in reading/math, participation rate, and graduation rate.  Kentucky will report cohort graduation rates for all subgroups including LEP and will use the LEP cohort graduation rate in AMAO 3 reporting.

	Subgroup Accountability
	

	What subgroups, including any combined subgroups, as applicable, does the State use for accountability purposes, including measuring performance against AMOs, identifying priority, focus, and reward schools, and differentiating among other Title I schools?  If using one or more combined subgroups, the State should identify what students comprise each combined subgroup.

	The Gap category of next-generation learners focuses specifically on student groups that perform traditionally below the achievement goal. Gap is measured using two methods. First, gap is measured by creating a Student Gap Group which is an aggregate of student groups that have historically had achievement gaps. Student groups combined into the Student Gap Group include ethnicity/race (African American, Hispanic, Native American), Special Education, Poverty (free/reduced-price meals) and Limited English Proficiency (LEP). The scores for the Student Gap Group are used to identify Focus Schools that are at the bottom 10 percent of all Title I schools. Second, Kentucky also uses individual gap group scores to help identify Focus Schools.  Individual gap group scores for African American, Hispanic, Asian, LEP, Free/Reduced Price Meals and Disability are used to identify Focus Schools based on the Kentucky Third Standard Deviation Model.

	State Accountability System Includes All Schools and Districts

	What is the State’s definition of a local educational agency (LEA)?


	Kentucky identifies LEAs as school districts. There are two types of school districts, which are defined as follows:

County School District

As defined in KRS (Kentucky Revised Statutes) KRS 160.010 – County school district, what constitutes:  “Each county in this state constitutes a county school district, except that, in counties in which there are independent school districts, the county school district consists of the remainder of the count outside of the boundaries of the independent school districts”. (link valid as of August 21, 2013)

Independent School District

As defined in KRS 160.020 – Composition of independent school districts:  “All school districts embracing cities of the first five (5) classes together with the territory within their limits, including and territory added for school purposes outside of the city limits, and all independent graded common school districts having a school census enumeration of two hundred (200) or more children, constitute independent school districts, except those which have merged with a county school district since June 14, 1934”. (link valid as of August 21, 2013)

	What is the State’s definition of a public school?  Please provide definitions for elementary school, middle school, and secondary school, as applicable.


	As stated in KAR (Kentucky Administrative Regulations) 703 KAR 5:240 – Accountability administrative procedures and guidelines, Section 1, a public school means a school that (a) is under the administrative control of a principal and eligible to establish a school-based decision making council; and (b) is not an alternative education program operated by, or as part of, another school. (link valid as of August 21, 2013)  



	How does the State define a small school? 


	Kentucky treats all public schools equally and does not separate schools based on student populations. In order to determine a small school, Kentucky has a minimum reporting and accountability n-size of 10 per level (elementary, middle and high) and grade that applies to all students, the combined gap group, and individual subgroups. With the minimum n-size of 10 students, 100% of all schools are included in reporting and accountability. 

Note: Kentucky no longer includes two or three years averaging of data as part of the ESEA waiver.

Note: For a discussion of minimum n-size for different calculations, please see the section titled Statistical Reliability and Protection of Students’ Privacy on pages 24 and 25.  

	How does the State include small schools in its accountability system?


	All schools shall receive annual accountability classifications as established in 703 KAR 5:200 – Next-Generation Learners, Section 4(6)(b), for the state’s assessment and accountability system. (link valid as of August 21, 2013)

With the minimum n-size of 10 students, 100% of all schools are included in reporting and accountability.


	How does the State define a new school? 


	For accountability purposes, a school is considered new if the student population is less than 60% stable as compared to the previous year based on state regulation as outlined in 703 KAR 5:240 – Accountability administrative procedures and guidelines, Section 6. (link valid as of August 21, 2013)

Stability applies to changes in service area boundaries or local policy (e.g., attendance zone changes, etc.) as defined in the regulation and not because of schools with high mobility.  The regulation states: “A school shall be considered to have a stable population, if as a result of a change in service area boundaries or local board of education policies affecting student population served by a school, the population of the school remains at sixty (60) percent or higher of its original students from the previous year in the accountability grades.  If the stable population is less than sixty (60) percent, the school's past trend data shall not be reported.”      

	How does the State include new schools, schools that split or merge grades (e.g., because of overpopulation or court rulings), and schools that otherwise change configuration in its accountability system?


	For new schools Kentucky uses the prior year test scores of students enrolled in the new school as a baseline for determining AMOs. All new and reconfigured schools are included and receive accountability classifications at the end of their first year. AMO calculations based on the overall score are re-calculated based on matching current students to their previous test scores.



	How does the State include schools that have no grades assessed (e.g., K-2 schools) in its accountability system?


	As approved in Kentucky’s ESEA Flexibility Request, Kentucky has a differentiated recognition, accountability and support system. The Unbridled Learning: College- and/or Career Ready for All accountability system is a multi-year event and consists of Next-Generation Learners (Achievement {Proficiency}, Gap, Growth, Readiness for College/Career and Graduation Rate), Next-Generation Instructional Programs and Support (Program Reviews) effective 2012-13, and Next-Generation Professionals (Percent Effective Teachers and Percent Effective Leaders) effective 2014-15. K-2 schools are included in the accountability system via performance results on the two main components of Program Reviews and Effective Teachers and Effective Leaders. KRS 158.6453(1)(i) requires that “ a systematic method of analyzing components of an instructional program, including instructional practices, aligned and enacted curriculum, student work samples, formative and summative assessments, professional development and support services, and administrative support and monitoring”. (link valid as of August 21, 2013)

	How does the State include alternative schools in its accountability system?  Consistent with State law, alternative schools include, but are not limited to:
· State schools for deaf and blind,
· Juvenile institutions,
· Alternative high schools, and
· Alternative schools for special education students.
If the State includes categories of alternative schools in its accountability system in different ways, please provide a separate explanation for each category of school.

	Kentucky’s “Alternative Education Program” is defined in KRS 160.380(1)(a) and “means a program that exists to meet the needs of students that cannot be addressed in a traditional classroom setting but through the assignment of students to alternative classrooms, centers, or campuses that are designed to remediate academic performance, improve behavior, or provide an enhanced learning experience. Alternative education programs do not include career or technical centers or departments”. These programs include the Kentucky School for the Blind, Kentucky School for the Deaf, juvenile institutions, alternative high schools, and alternative schools for special education students. (link valid as of August 21, 2013)

703 KAR 5:240 – Accountability administrative procedures and guidelines provides directions for assigning students for school and district accountability (Sections 1 and 2).  Student results for students attending an alternative education program are tracked back to a traditional (A1) school based on the Kentucky full academic year rule (100 days). (link valid as of August 21, 2013) 

Note: Some students in traditional or alternative schools can be accountable at the district or state level if they are not enrolled in a school for 100 days.
A1 means a school that is under administrative control of a principal and eligible to establish a school-based decision making council and is not an alternative education program operated by, or as a part of, another school.  

703 KAR 5:240 also provides direction for inclusion of schools in accountability (Section 4):  “(2)(a) For reporting purposes, all alternative education programs shall receive annual reports based on tested students, (b) Reports for alternative education programs shall be separate from A1 schools, (c) The alternative education programs reports shall outline the unique features and characteristics of the alternative education program and the appropriate uses and limitations of the data and (d) State support and recognition as provided in 703 KAR 5:225 – School and district accountability, recognition, support, and consequences, may apply to an alternative education program at the discretion of the Commissioner of Education if resources are available.” (links valid as of August 21, 2013)

	How does the State include charter schools, including charter schools that are part of an LEA and charter schools that are their own LEA, in its accountability system?


	The Kentucky General Assembly has not enacted into law any provisions to permit charter schools in Kentucky.

	State Accountability System Includes All Students

	What are the State’s policies and procedures to ensure that all students are included in its assessment and accountability systems?


	As defined in 703 KAR 5:240 – Accountability administrative procedures and guidelines Section 8 (Student participation in state assessments),  all students enrolled shall participate at the appropriate grade level for the state-required assessments in grades 3-8, the college readiness tests, and the writing on- demand tests. Exceptions for testing shall be made for medical-exempted students and foreign exchange students.  Students categorized as English Learners (EL) shall follow testing guidelines set forth by the federal No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, 20 U.S.C. secs. 6301 et seq., or its successor. A student who is suspended or expelled but continues to receive instructional services required under KRS 158.150 shall participate in the state-required assessments. (links valid as of August 21, 2013)

A student who does not take the state assessments and does not qualify for approved exempted status shall be assigned the lowest reportable score on the appropriate test for accountability calculations. With the exception of medically exempted and foreign exchange students, every student receives a test score and is accounted for in the system.  

For end-of-course (EOC) testing, all students enrolled in the courses are added to rosters by KDE based on the state student information system and verified by districts. If an enrolled student doesn’t test, that student receives a zero score for achievement and counts against participation rate.  Kentucky’s longitudinal data system tracks students over time until graduation to ensure that all four courses are completed.  If a student does not test before graduation, that student receives a zero score for achievement and counts against participation rate.  

Kentucky also administers the PLAN to all 10th grade students and the ACT to all 11th grade students. Both tests are included in accountability and ensure participation of all students.


	How does the State define “full academic year”?


	As defined in 703 KAR 5:240 – Accountability administrative procedures and guidelines Section 1(a)(3), “Full Academic Year” means 100 or more instructional days of enrollment within the school year through the first day of the testing window. (link valid as of August 21, 2013)
  

	How does the State determine which students have attended the same public school and/or LEA for a full academic year?


	Using the Kentucky Student Information System (KSIS), student data is managed through a centralized database, providing real-time information to those who are authorized to view it. The Web-based system allows authorized users to determine 100-day status in a school, access grade books, lesson plans and Individual Education Plans (IEP) and manage student transfers, attendance, grade promotions and more from almost any workstation with Internet access.  Infinite Campus, Inc. provides and manages the centralized student information system (SIS) for the state's 174 public school districts and schools. Every student is assigned a unique state level student identification number. This number associates each student with his/her full demographic information including ethnicity, LEP status, disability status, migrant status, economically disadvantaged status, gender, age and date of birth. This student identification number is used to verify that all students enrolled are also included in testing.  The local district/school and the state’s testing office use KSIS to verify the 100-day rule for students. 

	To which accountability indicators does the State apply the definition of full academic year?  

	Kentucky applies full academic year student status to the following accountability model components: Achievement, Gap, Growth, and College- and Career-Readiness. The Graduation component does not use the full academic year. 

The school/district AMO is based on the overall score. The overall score is comprised of the components above, which all apply the Kentucky Full Academic Year rule of 100 days, except for graduation rate.  

Note: The 100-day rule also applies to Delivery Targets. 

	What are the procedures the State uses to ensure that mobile students, including students who transfer within an LEA or between LEAs, are included at the appropriate level (school, LEA, and State) of the accountability system?


	Using the centralized Kentucky Student Information System (KSIS), from Infinite Campus, Inc., Kentucky is able to track the mobility of students within the state’s 174 districts and across districts. Every student is assigned a unique state level student identification number. This number associates each student with his/her full demographic information including migrant status. This student identification number is used to verify that all mobile students enrolled are also included in testing.

KSIS is used to determine whether a student has been enrolled in a Kentucky school, district or the state for a full academic year (FAY). If a student has been enrolled in a school for a FAY, the student is included in accountability for the school. If a student is FAY in the LEA but not in a specific school, the student is included at the LEA level only for accountability. If a student is FAY in the state but not in a specific LEA, the student is included at the state level only for accountability.

	Does the State include in accountability determinations the proficient and advanced scores of students with the most significant cognitive disabilities on assessments based on alternate academic achievement standards?  If so, does the State limit the number of those scores at the LEA and State levels, separately, so that the number of proficient and advanced scores included in the determinations does not exceed 1.0 percent of all students in the grades assessed?

	Kentucky has developed the Alternate K-PREP Assessment based on alternate academic achievement standards and it is administered to students with the most significant cognitive disabilities. These students, like general population students, are assigned a performance classification of: Novice, Apprentice, Proficient, or Distinguished and are included in accountability determinations.  

In 2012, Kentucky applied the cap after the regulatory data review process and updated scores based on Kentucky’s 1% cap procedures (see response below on pages 16 and 17 for the detailed process). The application of the 1% rule for 2012 impacted 12 districts for reading and/or mathematics, while the state total was below the 1% cap. Further, Kentucky does limit the number of Proficient/Distinguished scores to the 1% rule and applies this rule in the accountability model.

	If the State provides an alternate assessment based on modified academic achievement standards, does the State include in accountability determinations the proficient and advanced scores of students with disabilities who take that assessment?  If so, does the State limit the number of those scores at the LEA and State levels, separately, so that the number of proficient and advanced scores included in the determinations does not exceed 2.0 percent of all students in the grades assessed?


	Kentucky does not offer students an alternate assessment based on modified academic achievement standards.

	What is the State process if an LEA or the State exceeds either the 1.0 or 2.0 percent proficiency cap?


	Kentucky adjusts district and state results when a district or the state exceeds the 1.0 percent proficiency cap on the Alternate K-PREP, the assessment administered to students with the most significant cognitive disabilities.
Kentucky’s 1% cap process is described below:  
One Percent Cap Steps 

Step 1:  KDE conducts data analysis to identify districts in which greater than the one percent exists.

Step 2:  District Assessment Coordinators (DACs) are notified of this condition and provided an opportunity to submit additional information for the KDE to consider.

Step 3:  Districts submit to the KDE an explanation to justify why the district has exceeded the one percent cap.

Step 4:  KDE staff reviews the justification submitted from districts and decides to support or not support the justification. Districts are notified of the decision.  Reasons to support the justification are based on federal guidance. If supported, district work is completed and KDE staff move to Step 6. If not supported, districts move to Step 5.

Step 5:  Determination of Necessary Data Change - In order to bring the district into alignment with the one percent cap, KDE will use the following process to calculate which proficient scores are counted as non-proficient at the district level. Scores of proficient students are reassigned first, and scores of distinguished students are reassigned second. The reassignments are done in priority order from the lowest to the highest scale score. In the event that there are several students with the same scale score, reassignment occurs in the following order: 

1) Student records with the most recent date of birth are reassigned first, followed by the next most recent date of birth, and so on, until the least recent date of birth is reassigned. 

2) Student records with the lowest State Student Identification Number (SSID) are reassigned first, followed by the next highest SSID, and so on, until the highest SSID is reassigned. 

Step 6:  Generation of School Report Card - The Kentucky Department of Education generates and releases publicly the accountability results in the form of the School Report Card.


	What are the State’s policies and procedures to ensure that students with disabilities and English Learners are provided appropriate accommodations?  In addition, please provide a link to a page on the SEA’s web site where the State’s accommodations manuals or test administration manuals may be found.

	Kentucky’s accommodations policy for testing all students is contained in 703 KAR 5:070, Procedures for the Inclusion of Special Populations in the State-Required Assessment and Accountability Programs. This document has sections documenting the details of accommodations for students with disabilities, English Learners (EL), Alternative/Home Hospital, and students in the Alternative Assessment. This document is in state regulation and is comprehensive.  

The state accommodations manual,  703 KAR 5:070 – Procedures for the Inclusion of Special Populations in the State Required Assessment and Accountability Programs (link valid as of August 21, 2013) is located on the web at:  

http://education.ky.gov/aa/distsupp/pages/admincode.aspx (link valid as of August 21, 2013). Then, click on “Regulation” under Inclusion of Special Populations Training, which is located in the right hand column. The language on EL students is contained in Section 3, pages 8-13. 

K-PREP and Alternate K-PREP Test Administration Manuals are located on the web at: http://education.ky.gov/AA/distsupp/Pages/K-PREP.aspx (valid as of August 21, 2013)  and http://education.ky.gov/AA/distsupp/kprep/Pages/AltResources.aspx (valid as of August 21, 2013).  



	Does the State include, for up to two accountability determination cycles, the scores of former students with disabilities in making accountability determinations for the subgroup of students with disabilities?  If so, how?


	No, the status of students with disabilities is determined annually through the Admissions and Release Committee (ARC), a group of individuals responsible for developing, reviewing, or revising an individual education program (IEP) for a child with a disability. Kentucky’s accountability determinations are based on the student’s disability status for the year and are not applied to future year accountability determinations. 

	Does the State count recently arrived English Learners as having participated in the State assessments for purposes of meeting the 95 percent participation requirement if they take (a) either an English language proficiency assessment or the State’s reading/language arts assessment; and (b) the State’s mathematics assessments?
	Yes, recently arrived English Learners are included in the participation rate and counted as participants if they take either an English language proficiency assessment or the state’s reading/language arts assessment, and they must attempt the state mathematics assessment.

	Does the State exempt a recently arrived English Learner from one administration of the State’s reading/language arts assessment?


	Kentucky’s accommodations policy for testing all students is contained in the 703 KAR 5:070—Procedures for the Inclusion of Special Populations in the State-Required Assessment and Accountability Programs. This regulation states on page 9:

LEP students in their first year of enrollment in a U.S. school shall not be required to participate in the state-required reading, social studies, practical living/vocational studies, arts and humanities, or writing on-demand assessments. For these students, these assessments shall be optional at the discretion of the school and district. This first year exemption shall be applied one time.

	Does the State exclude from accountability determinations the scores of recently arrived English Learners on the mathematics assessment, the reading/language arts assessment (if administered to these students), or both, even if these students have been enrolled in the same school or LEA for a full academic year? 


	English Learner students who are in their first year of enrollment in U.S. schools are not included in accountability. English Learners (ELs) are included on student rosters and must participate in state assessments if they were enrolled on the first day of the testing window. EL students who are in their first year in U.S. schools are required to take the state mathematics and science assessments for participation. For participation, EL students must answer a minimum of four multiple-choice questions or one constructed response question on any part of the mathematics and any part of the science test. EL students who are in their second year or later of enrollment in U.S. schools shall participate in all state assessed content areas and are included in accountability.


	Does the State include, for up to two accountability determination cycles, the scores of former English Learners in making accountability determinations for the subgroup of English Learners?  If so, how?


	Kentucky no longer includes the scores of former English Learners in making accountability determinations for the English Learner subgroup. 

	What are the State’s criteria for exiting students from the English Learner subgroup?


	Every identified English Learner student has to take an ELP Test annually to meet federal requirements. The current exit criteria for EL students on the ELP Assessment ACCESS for ELLs® is an overall composite of a 5.0 on a Tier B or C with a minimum of a 4.0 composite in Literacy.

	Assessments
	

	Which assessments, including alternate assessments, is the SEA using for reporting achievement under ESEA section 1111(h)(1)(C)(i) (i.e., reading/language arts, mathematics, and science assessments)?  


	Kentucky administers the Kentucky Performance Rating for Educational Progress (K-PREP) to elementary and middle school testing programs in Reading and Math (grades 3 through 8) and Science (grades 4 and 7).  
Kentucky’s high school testing program has an ambitious end-of-course (EOC) testing program. The ACT Quality Core® tests in English II, Algebra II, Biology (Science requirement) and U.S. History are administered to all high school students completing these courses. In Kentucky, all students must have these courses on their transcripts in order to earn a diploma. 
Below are the K-PREP and EOC content areas and grades assessed: 

· Reading: Grades 3-8, HS EOC (English II)

· Mathematics: Grades 3-8, HS EOC (Algebra II)

· Science: Grades 4, 7 and HS EOC (Biology)

Below are the Alternate K-PREP content areas and grades assessed: 

· Reading: Grades 3-8 and 9

· Mathematics: Grades 3-8 and 10 

· Science: Grades 4, 7 and 11 



	What additional assessments, if any, does the State include in its accountability system and for what purpose is each assessment included?

	In addition to the assessments listed above, these K-PREP and End-of-Course (EOC) content areas and grades are assessed:

· Social Studies:  Grades 5, 8 and High School EOC (U.S. History)

· Writing and/or Editing/Mechanics:  Grades 4, 5, 6, 8, 10 and 11

Also, these additional Alternate K-PREP content areas and grades are assessed:

· Social Studies:  Grades 5, 8 and 12

· Writing:  Grades 4, 5, 6, 8, 10 and 11

Kentucky’s accountability model is based on Achievement (content areas are reading, mathematics, science, social studies and writing), Gap (percent of proficient and distinguished for  the Non-Duplicated Gap Group for all five content areas), Growth in reading and mathematics (percent of students at typical or higher levels of growth), College Readiness as measured by the percentage of students meeting benchmarks in three content areas on EXPLORE at middle school, College/Career-Readiness Rate as measured by ACT benchmarks as well as college placement tests and career measures, and Graduation Rate.
High School Testing

The high school testing model also consists of ACT and is part of College Readiness. Students who do not meet the college benchmarks receive intervention and assistance to increase their readiness levels. Students may either take the ACT again or participate in one of two supplemental tests: the ACT, Inc. COMPASS; or the Kentucky Online Testing Program (KYOTE). The Council on Postsecondary Education (CPE) also obtained universal agreement from all Kentucky public institutions of higher learning to allow the COMPASS or KYOTE to be used as a supplement to the ACT score. 

In addition, all sophomores in Kentucky take the ACT, Inc. PLAN test. The PLAN test is statistically linked to the ACT and provides an early prediction of how well a student will perform on the ACT test, as well as providing objective strengths and weaknesses to a student. This early warning test can be used to locate students in the fall of the sophomore year who need additional interventions. PLAN results contribute to the Growth accountability component.
Assessments that contribute to Career Readiness accountability calculations are:  ASVAB (Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery), KOSSA (Kentucky Occupational Skills Standards Assessment), and ACT, Inc. WorkKeys. ASVAB is the military’s entrance examination that provides strong evidence of academic and technical skills; KOSSA is a test used in Kentucky’s Career and Technical Education and is based on specific technical skills in different careers; and WorkKeys is a job skills assessment system that helps employers select, hire, train, develop, and retain a high-performance workforce. 

Middle School Testing
All Kentucky public school students in grade 8 take the ACT EXPLORE test annually.


	Statistical Reliability and Protection of Students’ Privacy
	

	What is the State’s minimum “n-size” for determining each of the following?

· Participation rate 

· Performance against AMOs

· Graduation rate

· Other (as applicable, please specify use)


	With the ESEA waiver, Kentucky has a minimum reporting and accountability n-size of 10 per level (elementary, middle and high) and grade that applies to all students, the combined gap group, and individual subgroups. With the minimum n-size of 10 students, 100% of all schools are included in reporting and accountability. The n-size of 25 is used to determine sufficient size for Focus Third Standard Deviation.  

· Participation rate: n-size=10

· Performance against Gap Delivery Targets (AMOs): n-size=10

· Graduation rate: n-size=10 for whole school; 25 for individual groups. Kentucky determined that by using a whole school n-size of 10 includes 100% of schools in the graduation rate.  The individual group size of 25 protects wide variations within a group.  

· Other (as applicable, please specify use): The n-size of 25 is also used to determine sufficient size for Focus Third Standard Deviation Gap Groups.    


	What is the State’s minimum “n-size” for protecting students’ privacy when reporting?


	The minimum n-size for reporting achievement data is 10.  

	What confidence intervals, if any, does the State use in its accountability system to ensure the statistical reliability of school classifications, and for which calculations are these confidence intervals applied?

	Due to the inclusion of multiple measures that go into a school’s Overall Score, Kentucky does not calculate or report confidence intervals.

	Does the State base accountability determinations on multiple years of data?  If so, which years, and how, if at all, are the years weighted?


	Starting in school year 2012-13, the second year of the ESEA flexibility waiver, Kentucky will base AMO calculations on the previous year determination and current year determination. The calculations are not weighted.  In addition, multiple years of data help make the determination for a school or district to exit the Priority or Focus status. 



	Other Academic Indicators
	

	What are the other academic indicators for elementary and middle schools that the State uses for annual reporting?  What are the State’s goal and/or annual targets for these indicators?

	Attendance rate is the other academic indicator. The Attendance Rate Goal is calculated using the state mean attendance rate and subtracting one standard deviation by level (Elementary, Middle and High). The goals are 94.2 for Elementary, 93.4 for Middle, 91.3 for High and 93.0 overall for districts.


	Graduation Rate
	

	What are the State’s graduation rate goal and annual graduation rate targets?  

Please provide a table with State-level goal and annual targets for all students and by subgroup beginning with the 2012–2013 school year.
If graduation rate annual targets vary by school, provide a link to the page on the SEA’s web site where the LEA and school targets are available.

	Kentucky’s graduation rate goal is 98%. The annual graduation rate targets vary by school. A 2011 baseline for each school was established. The distance from the school’s baseline to the goal of 98 percent was calculated. For instance, a school with an 80% graduation rate would need to achieve a 98% rate by 2022. This school would need to increase 1.8 points per year to reach its graduation goal.
The graduation rates and goal are available in the School Report Card (select Accountability tab, then Next-Generation Learners tab, and then Graduation Rate tab) at:

http://applications.education.ky.gov/SRC/Default.aspx (valid as of August 21, 2013).

	If the State has received a timeline extension and is not using a four-year adjusted cohort graduation rate for accountability determinations, please specify what rate the State is using and when the State will begin using a four-year adjusted cohort rate.

	Kentucky received a timeline extension to use Average Freshman Graduation Rate (AFGR); however, beginning in the 2012-13 school year, Kentucky will use the four-year adjusted cohort graduation rate for accountability and reporting.  

	What, if any, extended-year graduation rate(s) does the State use?  How does the State use its extended-year graduation rate(s) in its accountability system?


	No, at the present time an extended-year graduation rate is not used.

	Participation Rate
	

	How does the State calculate participation rates?


	All students enrolled during the district’s testing window are included in the calculation of participation rate.  The testing window is five days within the last 14 days of the district’s instructional calendar. The students are included in the denominator and must take the state assessments. All students who take the test, including recently-arrived English Language Learners, are included in the numerator.

For end-of-course (EOC) testing, all students enrolled in the courses are added to rosters by KDE based on the state student information system and verified by districts. If an enrolled student doesn’t test, that student receives a zero score for achievement and counts against participation rate.  Kentucky’s longitudinal data system tracks students over time until graduation to ensure that all four courses are completed.  If a student does not test before graduation, that student receives a zero score for achievement and counts against participation rate.  



	How does the State use participation rates within its differentiated accountability system (i.e., index)?
	Kentucky reports participation rates for accountability and if a school does not meet its participation rate, the school will miss its AMO. For 2013, the AMO is the overall school level AMO used for ESEA flexibility.  

The participation rate is based on all students in a school and includes all assessments (reading, mathematics, science, social studies and writing) and all grades (3-12). 


1

