











Attachment

The MCAS-Alt “test window” informally begins on the first day of school, with teachers
beginning the alternate assessment process at different points throughout the school year. The
window ends with submission of the assessments on March 29, 2019. This would have required
us to submit our request in early June 2018. In an effort to do so, we contacted the Office of State
Support on May 22 and asked whether the OESE was accepting applications for waiver requests
for the 2018-2019 school year.

On June 6, we received a reply from our state contact that: “It would be best to wait before
submitting a 1.0 percent cap waiver request. Although there is no specific timeline, the
Department intends to provide additional information on what should be included in the second
year request. When this information is available, I will let you know.”

We subsequently learned that OESE would issue a clarifying memo in late August and assumed
it would be acceptable to delay our application while awaiting receipt of that information. We
also leammed that a “One Percent Convening” that would provide even more guidance to states
was planned for late October. By that time, we would also have calculated the final data on our
2018 assessment participation, which we felt would strengthen our application. At that point, we
notified Don Peasley that we intended to apply for our waiver shortly after the October
convening.

2018 Overall Assessment Participation for All Students and Students with Disabilities

Content Students Students Overall Students Students Overall
Area eligible for assessed percent with with percent of
assessment (Standard of disabilities  disabilities  students
(Enrolled) test + students eligiblefor  assessed with
MCAS-Alt) assessed assessment (Standard disabilities
(Enrolled) test + assessed
MCAS-Alt)
English 507,557 496,888 | 98% 97,905 95,833 98%
Language
Arts
Mathematics | 507,378 496,732 98% 57,861 95,742 98%
Science and | 219,197 215,336 | 98% 41,156 39,795 97%
Technology/

Engineering





































