





Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia's Future”

December 19, 2018

The Honorable Betsy DeVos
Secretary of Education

U.S. Department of Education
400 Maryland Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20202
Betsy.DeVos@ed.gov

Dear Honorable Betsy DeVos:

Pursuant to 34 CFR § 200.6(c)(4), the Georgia Department of Education is requesting a one-year waiver
from the alternate assessment 1.0 percent participation cap placed on states under the Every Student
Succeeds Act. Georgia requested, and was granted, a similar waiver for 2017-2018. As detailed in this
waiver request, Georgia utilized the time granted by the waiver to plan and implement a number of
changes that support the State’s objective of being at or below the cap. Receiving an additional one-year
waiver will afford Georgia the time necessary to continue to review, revise, and implement State
guidelines and LEA supports to address the percentage of students who are administered the State’s
alternate assessment.

The Georgia Department of Education is committed to ensuring that the State's alternate assessment is
administered to only those students for whom it is intended. Within this waiver request, you will find
updated alternate assessment data, documentation of changes to policies, guidelines, and additional details
on State supports to LEAs. Additionally, all first-time waiver submission requirements have been
provided along with a plan and timeline for continuing the State’s alternate assessment cap efforts during
the 2018-2019 school year.

I look forward to hearing from you regarding this waiver request. Should you have questions, please feel
free to contact Allison Timberlake, Deputy Superintendent for Assessment and Accountability, by phone
or email at 404-463-6666 or atimberlake@doe k12.ga.us.

Thank you for your consideration.
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ESSA Alternate Assessment 1.0 Percent Cap
Waiver Request for 2018-2019

over a period of time to ensure that he or she can learn, retain information, and transfer skills
to other settings.

¢ DDoes the student have a significant cognitive disability? A significant cognitive disability
is determined by the IEP team and must be based on evaluation information performed by a
qualified evaluation tcam. The significant cognitive disability must affect the student’s
intellectual functioning and be documented as such in the student’s individualized education
program (IEP).

e Does the student require specialized supports to access and participate in the grade-
level Georgia Standards of Excellence (GSE) that require modifications based on the
student’s Present Levels of Academic Achievement and Functional Performance
(PLAAFP)? Access to the grade-level curriculum is mandated by the federal government. A
student with a significant cognitive disability requires access to the GSEs through
prerequisite skills that are linked to the grade-level curriculum.

¢ Does the student require specialized supports to demonstrate age-appropriate adaptive
behavior? A student with a significant cognitive disability needs specialized support
throughout the day in areas such as expressing his or her needs, getting from place to place,
eating lunch, negotiating social situations, and/or taking care of personal needs.

For a student to be eligible to participate in the GAA 2.0, the IEP team must answer yes to all four
questions. Additionally, IEP teams are expected to document sources of evidence and justifications for
each criterion marked with a “Yes”.

Step two of the determination process requires the IEP team to provide an assurance that each member of
the team received training and guidance regarding student participation in State mandated assessments.
The assurances include:

e Under 34 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 300.320(a)(6) and [O.C.G.A § 20-2-281], if the IEP
team determines that the student will take GAA, the IEP team may provide additional summary
statements of why the student cannot participate in the Georgia Milestones Assessment System,
with or without allowable accommoedations, and why the alternate assessment is appropriate for
the student, including that all of the eligibility criteria are met.

e The decision to administer GAA is based on multiple sources of measurable, objective evidence,
including, but not limited to current IEP PLAAFP staterents, goals and/or objectives, report
cards, progress reports, work samples, teacher observations, Full and Individual Evaluations
(FIE), standardized achievement test results, and classroom, district, and statewide assessment
results. This decision is not based solely on the student’s previous performance on statewide
assessment.

o The decisicn to administer GAA is made by the IEP team, not administratively based on federal
accountability requirements which limit the number of students taking an alternate assessment
who can be counted as proficient in CCRPI performance calculations, Although GAA is intended
for a small number of students, the proficiency cap does not limit the number of students
receiving special education services who may take the alternate assessment.

¢ The decision to administer GAA is based on the student’s educational needs and the instruction
the student is receiving. This decision is not based solely on the student’s disability category and
is not based on the student’s racial or economic background, excessive or extended absences, or
amount of time or location of service delivery.

3.1.2 Definition of Students with the Most Significant Cognitive Disabilities: The State’s definition of
students with the most significant cognitive disabilities is provided in Appendix B.3. The GaDOE
reviewed this definition and determined that no revisions were required, as the current definition
sufficiently ensures that:
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GENERAL INFORMATION

Training Before Testing

All educators responsible for assessing students with the GAA must be trained prior to the initial collection of
student evidence at the start of each school year during which it is administered. The thoroughness and quality of
this training are key to the success of the program, and it is essential that training be attended every year, even by
those who have administered the assessment before. All examiners must review the assessment procedures and
become familiar with the instructions in this manual prior to the training session.

Training should focus on the following topics:

* Regquirements of the GAA

* Test security and ethics

» Reviewing the GAA Blueprint

* Managing assessment time for each student

+ Aligning tasks to the content standards and elements/indicators
* Evidence requirements

+ Effective documentaticn

* Compiling portfolios

» Completing administration forms

* Returning the assessment materials

Resources available to assist in training:

* GAA Examiner’s Manual, 2017-2018

Alignment of assessment tasks for students with significant cognitive impairments;
https:/fwww.qgeorgiastandards.org

» Recorded webinar sessions presented by staff at GaDOE and Questar Assessment, Inc.

Models of Instruction {Gecrgia's tnstructional Frameworks):
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Frameworks/Pages/BrowseFrameworks/Frameworks.aspx

* Resources & Videos:
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Resources/Pages/default.aspx

Students to be Assessed

Georgia mandates assessment for all students in Kindergarten through Grade 8, and High School. The GAA is the
state-provided alternate assessment.

For students with disabilities, each student's Individualized Education Program (IEP) team determines how the
student shall parlicipate in Georgia's student assessment program. If {and only if) a student's IEP team determines
that a student cannot meaningfully access the general statewide assessments, even with maximum appropriate
accommodations, then the student may participate in the GAA.

The Participation Guidelines on the following pages are used by the IEP team as they make their determination
as to whether a student is eligible for assessment with the GAA. A completed portfolio must be submitted for each

Georgia Depariment of Education
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GENERAL INFORMATION

Georgia student participating in the GAA regardiess of when the |EP team determined the student’s participation in
the assessment.

Students eligible o participate in the GAA in Kindergarlen and Grades 3, 4, 6, and 7 are assessed only in English
Language Arts and Mathematics. Students eligible to participate in the GAA in Grades 5, 8, and High School are
assessed in English Language Arts, Mathematics, Science, and Social Studies.

STUDENTS WHO ARE IDENTIFIED FOR ASSESSMENT ON THE GAA DURING THE
SCHOOL YEAR

The Participation Guidelines that are included in this manual are used by the IEP team as they make their
determination as to whether a student is eligible for assessment with the GAA. Remember, a completed portfolio
must be submitted for each Georgia student participating in the GAA regardless of when the |IEP team determined
the student’s participation in the assessment.
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PARTICIPATION GUIDELINES

Additional Participation Guidelines

IN-STATE TRANSFERS

For students who change schools or systems within the state during the assessment, the system the student is
leaving (sending system) is responsible for sending the student's portfolio {including a signed Validation Form
and all evidence previously collected) to the student’s new system or school, just as the system is responsible for
sending the student’s IEP. If a new student enters your system and no portfolio materials have been sent, please
contact the sending system’s System Test Coordinator to obtain the student’'s materials. A complete portfolio must
be submitted for these students, regardless of when they entered the system. If the student’s materials are not
obtained in a timely manner (i.e., within two weeks of enrgllment) from the sending system, the receiving system
should immediately begin the assessment process over again.

A Validation Form, the required form that authenticates the student's work, must be completed and signed by
both the building administrator and the person responsible for submitting the portfolic. For transfer students, two
Validation Forms must be submitted—one from the sending system and one from the system into which the student
has transferred. Both completed forms must be placed directly behind Divider One (Student Information) in the
student’s binder.

STUDENTS NEW TO GEORGIA PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Students new to Georgia public schools whe enroll after January 1, 2018, must have at least the first collection
period completed.

Students who are new to Georgia public schools include students transferring from another state, as well as students
who were previously enrolled in private or home schools.

HOMEBOUND/HOSPITALIZED STUDENTS

Students who have been identified by their IEP team for assessment on the GAA, who are enrolled in a Georgia
district, and who are hospitalized or homebound, must participate in the assessment and have a portfolio of evidence
submitted. The teacher's name for the homebound/hospitalized student should be recorded in annotations and on
documentation.

For students who will be assessed at home or in the hospital, the assessment should be administered during the
state’'s GAA assessment window, adhering to the same administration procedures required in the school setting.
The examiner must be a certified educator who has been trained to administer the GAA.

With the assistance of the Special Education Coordinator, examiners must inform the School/System Test
Coordinator of students who will be assessed in hospital or hemebound settings. This examiner's manual and all
related materials must be returned to the School/System Test Coordinator immediately following the close of the
assessment window.
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PARTICIPATION GUIDELINES

Aligning Instruction to the State-Mandated Content Standards

The GAA portfolio is a compilation of student-based evidence that documents, measures, and reflects student
achievement and progress in standards-based knowledge and skilis over time. Portfolio tasks can be a natural part
of daily instruction and should provide epportunities for a wide range of instructional activities and strategies.

The assessment tasks, and therefore the student evidence submitted for the porifolio, must be clearly aligned to the
state-mandated content standards. Assessment tasks may follow alternate achievement standards (expeciations
that are less complex, addressing access or entry level concepts and skills including prerequisite skills). However,
such alternate standards must still be challenging for the student and must be focused on grade-level standards.

Teachers of students participating in the GAA are strongly encouraged to discuss the alternate assessment and
alignment of assessment activities with their general education colleagues. General educators are a valuable
resource for praviding clarification of standards and suggesting assessment activities that can be adapted to fit
students’ needs.

Students should have the opportunity 1o access a variety of conient standards—not just those required for the GAA.
The GAA is a sampling of student achievement/progress towards selected standards. The GAA Blueprint shouid
not limit students’ opportunities to learn. All students are expected to be provided the opportunity to learn standards
other than those directly assessed by the GAA.

For more in-depth information about the alignment process, go to the Georgia Performance Standards Web site
at: https://'www.qeorqgiastandards.org to access content standards for students with significant cognitive disabilities.
Additional information about the GAA may also be accessed at the Georgia Department of Education Web site at:
hitp:/Awww.gadoe.org.
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Georgia Alternate Assessment

Introductions

Georgia's bchoel buperintendent I
“Tauzztng Gezr

Georgia Department of Education

Allison Timberlake, Ph.D., Deputy Superintendent, Assessment and Accountability
Jan Reves, Ed.D., Director of Assessment Development

Sandy Greene, Ed.D., Director of Assessment Administration

Mary Nesbit-McBride, Ph.D., Assessment Specialist, Assessment Administration
Crystal Callaway, Education Program Specialist, Special Education Services
Questar

leff Grove, Director of Assessment Development

Betsy Rogers, Assessment Specialist

Mark Phipps, Senior Program Manager

Jenny Read, Program Manager

Paapa Okyere, Associate Program Manager
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Agenda

e svoaSonens |
Overview of the Georgia Alternate Assessment 2.0
GAA 2.0 Spring 2019 Test Design

Eligibility Guidelines for GAA 2.0
Key Dates, Resources and Contacts

B W

Overview of the
Georgia Alternate
Assessment 2.0
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Overview of GAA 2.0

* In general, the assessment field is making
substantial progress in the ways in which students
with significant cognitive disabilities are assessed
on state academic content standards.

* The Georgia Alternate Assessment is being
redesigned to better ensure that students with
significant cognitive disabilities are:

* provided access to the state academic content
standards; and

* given the opportunity to demonstrate achievement of
the knowledge, concepts, and skills inherent in the
standards.

Georgia's Sthosl Superintendent I
mElu ity Ce st

AA-AAS Requirements

* Both ESSA and IDEA allow for alternate assessments
for students with significant cognitive disabilities
based on alternate achievement standards.

Ueorgia's bchoel superintendent I
“Feuzmbng Cesr

* GAA is an alternate assessment based on alternate
achievement standards, which are aligned to grade-
level general education standards that are reduced
in depth, breadth, and complexity.
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Blueprints
* The GAA 2.0 blueprints include:

+ claims that describe what students know and are able to
do in the content area;

* targets that describe the specific skills in the prioritized
content standards, which are part of the larger claim;

* content standards that will be assessed within each
target;

* Depth-of-Knowledge (DOK) that represents the range of
complexity within the extended standards; and

* relative proportional weighting of each claim.

Georgia's Sthosl Superintendent I
TRty Gt

Blueprints

* The GAA 2.0 blueprints were developed by educator
committees.

» Committees prioritized standards in each
subject/grade.
* P1-—this standard is a high priority for assessment
= P2 —this is a supporting standard for assessment
= P3 —this standard should be assessed in the classroom only

+ Committees drafted and revised claims, targets, and
claim weights.

* Educator committees took place in July 2018, to review
and validate the work done by the previous two
committees.

Georgia's bchoel buperintendent I
“Tauzztng Cezr
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Extended Standards

Georgia's schoel buperintendent I
“Tauzztng Gezr

* The extensions demonstrate how a grade level standara
can be made accessible for students with significant
cognitive disabilities for both instruction and
assessment.

* They are broken down into extensions, starting with the
least complex and moving to the most complex.

= The far-left extension represents the entry point for
students to engage with the content.

Georgia Depariment of Education
December 2018 - Page 54 of 278












ESSA Alternate Assessment 1.0 Percent Cap
Waiver Request for 2018-2019

GAA 2.0 Test Design

* Structure of GAA 2.0

* Discrete tasks developed for each grade and content
area.

* Tasks written to three (3} levels of complexity, starting
with the least complex part and increasing in complexity.
Most students should be able to engage with and
respond to at least one part of each task.

* A scenario or passage is provided at the beginning of
each task and serves as an introduction.

Georgia's Sthosl Superintendent I
TRty Gt

Assessment Features

* Use of scenarios to engage student interest and
activate background knowledge

Georgia's bchoel buperintendent I
“Tauzztng Gezr

* Large simple graphics

* Accessible font size

* Short simple sentences

* Avoids extraneous wording

* Use of common proper nouns {(names)
* Directive questions
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Accommodations

Georgia's 5thosl Superintendent I
TRty Gt

* Accommodations

+ are changes in the administration in terms of how the
student responds to the assessment; and

* do not change what is intended to be measured by the
assessment task. They are designed to provide equity,
not advantage.

* Accommodations include flexibility in

* Presentation format

* Response method

+ Setting

* Scheduling

Accommodations

Georgia's schoel buperintendent I
“Tauzztng Gezr

* Presentation Accommodations — presentation of test
material and/or test directions.

= Examples: large print, braille, ASL, oral reading, color overlays,
magnifiers
* Response Accommodations — manner in which students
respond to or answer test questions.

= Examples: AAC device, pointing to answers, verbal answers, scribe,
adapted writing tools
* Scheduling Accommodations —time allowance or
scheduling of a test.
= Examples: breaks, optimal time of day for testing, multiple testing
sessions
* Setting Accommodations —place in which the testing
normally occurs.

* Examples: special education classroom, small group, individual
administration, preferential seating
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Use of Manipulatives

Georgia's Sthosl Superintendent I
TRty Gt

* General guidelines for selecting and using
additional manipulatives in assessment should:

* ensure the student uses the identified manipulatives in
daily instruction throughout the year;

+ allow the student to participate meaningfully in both
instruction and assessments;

+ provide an individual student access to an assessment
task;

* does not affect the integrity of the assessment; and
* is not solely used during assessment.

Scaffolding

ueu:g::i::::ocli.lge.;i.r:t;;;;;; I

* Support that is built into the task to increase a
student’s ability to access various levels of
complexity within a task.

* All scaffolding instructions are provided in the test
examiner’s script and provides the student an
additional opportunity to show what they know
and can do.

* If the student does not respond as indicated in the
test examiner’s script, additional scaffolding will be
provided.
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Task Structure

* Tasks begin with a scenario, and then each part
progresses from the least complex to the most
complex.

Georgia's 5thosl Superintendent I
TRty Gt

+ SAY/DO statements are included for the test examiner
to follow.

SAY Statements

* Instructions for the test examiner are highlighted
within each part of each task.

Georgia's schoel buperintendent I
“Tauzztng Gezr

* The test examiner will read each sentence after
each of the IX@ statements. Examples include:
. Today we are going to talk about fractions.

. Use the fraction bars to add one-fourth plus two-
fourths.
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Part A - Scaffolding

Part A: Scaﬁotding Example Georgia's School SIuDelinlendenlI

mEAL by G2t

If the student responds to Part A by sefecking Fhe four tens bfocks, record the
student's response and then present Part B.

If the student does not respond fo Part A by sefecting the four Fens Blocks,
mravide the scaffolding below and then ask the question again.

The number fort-5ix is made up of tens and anes. You can count by tens to get to
the numkber forty. You can count by ones to get to the number six. Show me the
Blocks that represent the number in the tens place.
Point to the four tens blacks then the six ones Blocks.

Faur tens hlocks, or six ones blocks,

Record the student's response and then presenf Part B.

If the student dues nof jespond, record 'no response’ ard then presert Part B,

PartB

Ueorgia's schoel buperintendent I
“Lauzztng Gezr

Moderate complexity content

Represents an entry-level skill

Features simple text with some academic language

Graphics may be more academic in nature than
those provided for Part A
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Georgia's 5thosl Superintendent I

Part B: Moderate complexity content

Point to each tens blacks.

ET:\# Here are three tens blocks.

Show me the number that these blocks represent.

Point to the answer options as vou regd them.

10 13 30

PartB

Part B: Scaffolding Example serges senal supenensent |

If the student responds to Part B by sefecting the the number thirty, record
the student's response and then present Part €.

If the student does not respond to Part B by sefecting the number Fhirty,
provide the scaffolding Delow and then ask the question agairn.

You can count each block to find out the number that three tens blocks represents. Show
me the number that these blocks represents.

Point to the answer options as you read them.

Record the student's response and fhen present Part C.

If the student does not respond, record o response’ and then present Part C.
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Georgia's 5thosl Superintendent I

Part C: Scaffolding Example

If thre sluddent rosponds to Part C by sedecting the nomribier forty, record fhe

student's response and then presenf the next task.

If the student does nof respond to Pait C by sefecting fhe number Forty,
provide the scaffolding befow and then ask the question again.

Remember, you can find out how many tans there are by counting each
column in the hundreds blocks. Show me how many tens there are in four

hundrad.
FPoint fo the answer options as you read them.

Record the student’s response and then present tihhe next task.

If the student does not respond, record 'no response’ and thetr present the next
task.

Eligibility Criteria for
Participation on
GAA 2.0
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The Eligibility Criteria for
Participation on GAA 2.0 o]

mEAL ey T2t

Camle: IDDF {6}
1604-7-06 INDIV  "aLIZ © 'CATION PROGRAM (IEP).

1) A statement of any individual apprapriate accommodalions that 3 oeeessary t meisure
the acadenic achievement and functivnal performanee 2 child e State and districtwide
assessinenls, i

L0t 111 Tesnn adetermimes that the vl must ke i alenmie wssesstenn mstesud ol
partieulur regular State or distnetiide assesanent of student achievement. o stalement of why--

111 The child eonoon paneeipate w the regalar assessment: and

8 The pasticulae alteniate assessent selected s appeepetite tor the child: [ CFR.§
020N o] und
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W00 16t

The Eligibility Criteria for
Participation on GAA 2.0 sl

* Each year, the |IEP Team must consider if a student
with a disability will be assessed using the regular
state assessment or alternate assessment.

* Effective 2018-19 school year, IEP Teams must use
the Eligibility Criteria for Participation in GAA 2.0
for each subsequent determination made
concerning this area.

* Districts are not required to reconvene IEPs
meetings to use this participation criteria; however,
teams must use the criteria to make alternate
assessment designations moving forward.
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ESSA Waiver Request

e sl uonien |

* GaDOE is seeking a waiver from USED to exclude
assessment results for the GAA 2.0 from
accountability calculations in 2018-2019.

+ Approval of the waiver would allow for the exclusion of
proficiency designations for GAA 2.0 participants.

+ Schools and districts would still be held accountable for
participation in the GAA 2.0 Spring 2019 administration.
* GaDOE will inform districts about the status of the
waiver request as soon as possible,

Contact Information

Georgia's schoel buperintendent I
“Tauzztng Gezr

Mary Nesbit-McBride — Crystal R. Callaway — Education
Assesement Snecialist GaDOF Program Specialist for
Comnlianra GaNOF

|} £32-LLU7
[HU4) D3 7 -TDY
Sandy Greene — Director,
Assessment Administration, Questar’s Customer Sunnort
GannE

000} Iy s-UODo — vl free
\HUS] OD0-UH/ O

Jan Reyes — Director, Assessment
Devalanmeant (aDNF

|4UH ) 40D-0000
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Webinar Survey

Georgia's Sthosl Superintendent I
TRty Gt

We Want your Feedback!

Please use the below link to provide feedback
regarding this GAA 2.0 training session.

Georgia's bchoel buperintendent I
“Tauzztng Cezr

Thank You!

P!

Questions?
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Georgia Alternate Assessment 2.0

Introductions

Geargia's Sthacl Superinicndent I
“rAucmtng Geor

Georgia Department of Education

Allison Timherlake, Ph.D., Deputy Superintendent, Assessment and Accountability
Jan Reyes, Ed.D., Director of Assessment Development

Sandy Greene, Ed.D., Director of Assessment Administration

Mary Nesbit-McBride, Ph.D., Assessment Specialist, Assessment Administration
Crystal Callaway, Education Program Specialist, Special Education Services
Carson D. Cochran, Program Manager, 5pecial Education Services and Supports
Questar Assessment, Inc,

leff Grove, Director of Assessment Development

Betsy Rogers, Assessment Specialist

Mark Phipps, Senior Program Manager

Jenny Read, Program Manager

Paapa Ckyere, Associate Program Manager
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Agenda

1. Overview of the Georgia Alternate Assessment 2.0

2. GAA 2.0 Spring 2019 Test Design and Assessment
Components

3. Test Administration — Sample Students
4. Accommodations

5. Key Dates, Resources and Contacts

Overview of the
Georgia Alternate
Assessment 2.0
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Overview of GAA 2.0

* In general, the assessment field is making
substantial progress in the ways in which students
with significant cognitive disabilities are assessed
on state academic content standards.

Geunia's Schual Supenmendent I
“Tauzzting Sozr

* The Georgia Alternate Assessment is being
redesigned to better ensure that students with
significant cognitive disabilities are:

* given the opportunity to demonstrate achievement of

the knowledge, concepts, and skills inherent in the
standards.

AA-AAS Requirements

* Both ESSA and IDEA allow for alternate assessments
for students with significant cognitive disabilities
based on alternate achievement standards.

Geargia's Sthacl Superinicndent I
“rAusmtng Geor

* GAA is an alternate assessment based on alternate
achievement standards, which are aligned to grade-
level general education standards that are reduced
in depth, breadth, and complexity.
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GAA 2.0 Overview

* The new GAA 2.0 will:

= align to the Georgia Standards of Excellence;

* reduce teachers’ burden related to selecting or
developing tasks;

* bring greater standardization to the
administration;

* improve scoring reliability;

* have standardized and scripted tasks with
multiple access points; and

* have one assessment window in the Spring.

Geuna's Schual Supenmendent I
“Tauzzting Sczr

Blueprints
Goargia™ Schacl Suprrimendent |

* The GAA 2.0 blueprints include:

¢ claims that describe what students know and are
able to do in the content area;

* targets that describe the specific skills in the
prioritized content standards, which are part of
the larger claim;

* content standards that will be assessed within
each target;

* Depth-of-Knowledge (DOK) that represents the
range of complexity within the extended
standards; and

s ralativva nrannrtinnal wieichtino nf aarh rlaim
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Extended Standards .

~argia's School Superiniondent I
“rAucrtng Geor

* The extensions demonstrate how a grade level
standard can be made accessible for students with
significant cognitive disabilities for both instruction
and assessment.

* They are broken down into extensions, starting
with the least complex and moving to the most
complex.

* The far-left extension represents the entry point for
students to engage with the content.
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Example -
Carare 2 Math e st st |

Geargia's Sthacl Superinicndent I
“rAusmtng Geor

Tt gt i i 8 e v aw
Pt iy W I N e ]

3 Part Assessment Task
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GAA 2.0 Test Design

« Structure of GAA 2.0

* Discrete tasks developed for each grade and
content area.

» Tasks written to three (3} levels of complexity,
starting with the least complex part and
increasing in complexity. Most students should
be able to engage with and respond to at least
one part of each task.

* A scenario or passage is provided at the
beginning of each task and serves as an
introduction.

Geuna's Schual Supenmendent I
“Tauzzting Sczr

Assessment Features e

argia's School Superiniondent I
“rAucrtng Geor

* Use of scenarios to engage student interest and
activate background knowledge

* Large simple graphics

* Accessible font size

* Short simple sentences

* Avoids extraneous wording

* Use of common proper nouns (names)
* Directive questions

Georgia Depariment of Education
December 2018 - Page 83 of 278






ESSA Alternate Assessment 1.0 Percent Cap
Waiver Request for 2018-2019

Task Structure i

* Tasks begin with a scenario, and then each part™™

progresses from the least complex to the most
complex.

» SAY/DO statements are included for the Test
Examiner to follow.

Assessment Materials

argia’s School Superiniondent I
“rAucmtng Geor

The following are the primary printed materials that
you will use to administer the assessment.

* Test Examiner Booklet
* Student Booklet

* Student Response Document

* Post administration, responses must be transcribed into
the Nextera test delivery system.
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Student Response
DOC ume nt G s S |

* The Test Examiner will record the student’s
response and whether the response required
scaffolding.

* Once the Test Examiner has completed the
administration of the assessment, the
student's responses will be entered into Nextera.

Student Response
Document S
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Enter Student
Responses in Nextera,
the online system

+ Once the assessment is complete, the Test Examiner will use the
campleted Student Response Document to enter the student’s
responses into the online system Nextera.

Geunhia's Schual Supenmendent I
“Tauzzting Sezr

w
ELA GRADE 03 - TASH 1

ELA GAADE 03 - TASM 1

ELA GRADE 03 - TASK 1

Sample Task 2 - ELA .

Geargia's Sthacl Superinicndent I
“rAusmtng Geor

* Contain the same assessment components
» Test Examiner Booklet {“Say” and “Do” statements}

» Student Bookiet {student materials containing graphics
and answer options)

» Student Response Document

* Student considerations for administration

* Think about the individual needs of one of your students
as we review the second sample task.

* We will discuss two sample students and individual
considerations for assessment for each.
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Accommodations

* Tasks may be accommodated to meet the needs of
the diverse range of students participating in the
GAA 2.0 Administration.

* Examples:
* varying the presentation mode or response mode
* Providing manipulatives to make a task more accessible

Geunhia's Schual Supenmendent I
“Febuzmting Cezr

Accommodations R —

* Must be based on what the student uses in daily
instruction.

* Test Examiners should become familiar with the
tasks and should practice using any accommodations
with the student on sample items prior to
administering the assessment.

* If using any assistive tech nologY, practice with_
sample items to ensure technology is functioning
properly.

* Secure test materials should not be stored in the
device.

* All Test Examiners will be acting as scribes by
recording the student’s response.
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Use of Manipulatives

* General guidelines for selecting and using additiona,
manipulatives in assessment should:

* ensure the student uses the identified manipulatives in daily
instruction throughout the year;

* allow the student to participate meaningfully in both instruction
and assessments;

* provide an individual student access to an assessment task;
* does not affect the integrity of the assessment; and
* is not solely used during assessment.

* Additional guidance for the use of tactile adapted

materials and/or utilizing object replacement systems
for students with visual impairments is forthcoming.

unia'y Sthool Supennende m I
“Tauzzting Sczr

Sign Language -

Geargia's Sthacl Superinicndent I
“rAucrtng Geor

* The Test Examiner/sign language interpreter should
review forms prior to test administration and make

appropriate notes in the Test Examiner Booklet.

* Must not use cluing inflection
* Must use consistent facial expression

* All signs must be conceptually accurate, translating
only the content exactly as it appears without
changing or adding information.

* The use of speaking and signing simultaneously
permitted.
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Use of Physical
P rom ptl N g g sl pmcrion |
* The use of directive physical prompting, including

hand-over-hand that leads the student to the
correct answer, is not permitted.

* This does not allow the student to independently
show what they know and can do.

Use of Physical
Prom pt' ng g e |

* There may be some students who require physical
support in order to engage with the materials
based on a motor limitation or a specific sensory
impairment (i.e., student who is blind).
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Use of Physical
Prompting g A |

* Physical support is permitted as long as it does not
lead the student to the correct answer.

* It must allow a student to independently answer or
make a choice.

* Holding a student’s arm steady at the elbow in order for them
to independently make a choice is not considered directive
physical prompting.

* For a student who is blind or visually impaired, leading a
student’s hand to engage with each answer option equally
while allowing the student to make a choice is not directive
physical prompting.

Redirection and
Reinforcement |

* Redirections strategies are permitted when:
* they are a part of the student’s daily instruction.
* they are used to redirect or refocus the student.
* they should never cue the correct answer.

» Test Examiners are allowed to encourage a student
to persist.

* Encouragement should never cue the correct
answer.
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Timing and Scheduling

* Every student is different with varying ability to stay un
task.

* Test Examiners may pause testing to take a break at any
time, planned or unplanned.

unfia'y Sthoal Supenmende I
“Tauzzting Sozr

* The assessment is not timed and can be paused for a
variety of reasons, including frustration, lack of
engagement, refusal, etc. Use professional judgement
based on your knowledge of your individual student.

* The Test Examiner may pause and resume the

administration of as often as necessary during the
whnle administration window.

Timing and
Schedulin g e v e |

* Test Examiners may determine the order content
area tests are administered.

* For example, a Test Examiner can choose any content

area to begin with {(ELA, math, science, social studies}.

* Tasks must be administered sequentially within a
content area.
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Repeating Task Text

Geunia's Schual Supenmendent I
“Tauzzting Sozr

* Follow administration directions.
* Repeat script upon the student’s request.

* Response time is based on the individual needs of
each student.

* The teacher’s script can be repeated up to two
times.
* Student request
* Pausing/resuming assessment
* Individual student need

Additional Accommodation

Considerations oo s i |

* Before assessment — utilize the sample tasks to
have your student practice selecting a response
with a given accommodation.

* During assessment — avoid anything that cues an
answer and utilize strategies and accommodations
that the student is familiar with.

+ After assessment — enter student responses in
Nextera. Ensure that all test materials are
accounted for, and provide all test materials to the
System Test Coordinator for return to Questar.
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GAA 2.0 Waiver Status

Geungia's Schual Supenmendent I
“Tauzzting Sozr

* Georgia submitted an ESSA waiver request to exclude GAA 2.0
results from accountability calculations in 2018-201% as a
precautionary measure given the newness of the GAA 2.0 and the
unfamiliarity that students and teachers have with the redesigned
assessment format.

= USED expressed concerns about excluding results for this
population of students in accountability calculations.

+ However, USED has agreed to place this waiver request on
hold until after the spring 2019 administration.

* At that time, we can submit an addendum to the waiver
request using information and data from the spring 2019
administration in support of the waiver if needed.

« If this step is needed, USED has agreed to expedite review of
the waiver reauest.

Contact Information

Geargia's Sthacl Superinicndent I
“rAusmtng Geor

Mary Nesbit-McBride — Crystal R. Callaway — Education
Assecemant Snecialist GannF Program Specialist for
Comnlianra GalOF

U4} £32-LLUT
\S4Us DD/ -TT0T
Sandy Greene — Director,

Assessment Administration, Carson D. Cochran - Program
GahnFk Manager GalnnF
|HUS] OI0D-U4/ 0 |4/U} 21D-0DDL

lan Reyes — Director, Assessment Questar’s Customer Sunnort
Develanment GaNMNF

Louo) ¥ s-uozo — 1w free
|4U4 ] 4D3-D00D
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Thank You!

P!

Questions?
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2018 G-CASE
Conference

Georgia’s 5chool Supermtandent I
“Eduroling Geor

Learning Targets

* The participants will increase their knowledge
about the eligibility criteria for the Georgia
Alternate Assessment 2.0 (GAA 2.0).

* The participants will increase their knowledge
about the components of the new GAA 2.0.
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Directions for the Activit

Georgia’s 5chool Supermtandent I
“Eduroling Geor

Participants will be given two case studies and a blank
eligibility criteria form to complete.

Step 1 — Review the case studies
StEP 2- Complete the eligibility criteria form

StEP 3 — The group will answer self-reflection questions

Participants will share their results

Step 1 — Review the
Case StUdy oot schon Sapsiminio |

“Fdupaiing Gear

Student 1 Candace Student 2 Mateo

Ciwubgls ANSHAIF A uorimbenn 30 FHgIbIBY { eiretis Tralnlng
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Georgia’s 5chool Supermtandent I
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Gempia's Sthool Superintendent I
“Fdugating Grar

Step 3: Self-reflection

+* Did your group determine that your student qualified for GAA
2.0? Why or Why Not?

She does not qualify, due to insufficient logtitual data, cognitive
scores are not at a significant cognitive disability level, nor is
adaptive behavior skills overall. Note that adaptive behavior skills
may increase over time. No significant deficits noted in parent
input. She does display communication needs, but not at a
significant level. She is behind grade level peers, but direct
instruction and accommodations may improve academic and
communication deficits
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Georgia’s 5chool Supermtandent I
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Sempia's Sthool Superintendent I
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Step 3: Self-reflection

* Did your group determine that your student qualified for
GAA 2.0? Why or Why Not?

YES - based on longitudinal studies of testing, |IEP progress
monitoring
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Step 2 - Complete the Eligibility
Criteria Form GAA 2.0

Orientation to the
New Assessment GAA 2.0

*Use the Power Point as your guide
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Waiver Request for 2018-2019

Georgia’s S5chool Supermtandent I
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State Advisory Panel for Special Education (SAP)
Minutes: May 3-4, 2018

Georgia Alternate Assessment 2.0 {(GAA)
Presenter - Crystal Callaway, GADOE Program Specialist

GAA is designed to assess students with the most significant cognitive disabilities
unable to participate in Georgia Milestones or End of Course assessments. |[EP teams
meet annually to decide on participation. GAA 1.0 was piloted in 2005-2006 school
year; in 2016-2017 12,142 students were assessed using GAA. The GAA 1.0 uses a
portfolio assessment; tasks are scored based on student progress.

GAA 2.0 will be piloted in May 2018 to measure 634 students in 34 districts. Statewide
roll-out is planned for Spring 2019. GAA 2.0 is a structured portfolio assessment.
Scores are based on student performance, not progress, and does not rely on teachers’
documentation skills. Assessment aligns with instructional practices and statewide
standards to assess and improve student achievement.

Panel recommends that the GADOE should provide information to families to learn
about GAA. Approximately one percent (1%) of all Georgia students are expected to
participate in GAA 2.0. Historically, GAA statewide participation has been about 1.4%.
The students particinatino are disoronortinnatelv livino in novertv and African American.

Dispute Resolution
Presenter - Paula Gibson, GADOQE

Family Engagement:
e Georgia Parent Mentor Partnership
» State Advisory Panel for Special Education
e Parent 2 Parent of Georgia

Dispute Prevention:

¢ Procedural safeguards (parents’ rights) distributed at district level.

o Special Education Help Desk for parents & districts: answers questions,
provides information about dispute resolution process, discusses options for
addressing concerns or disagreements about a student’s special education
nroaram. etc. Helo Desk can be reached at 404-657-9968,

e IEF Facumanon; Lan neip Ik 1eams relieve pressure or anxiety associated with
complex or controversial meetings & assist IEP teams who have had a history of
difficult meetings. |EP facilitation process guides discussions, helps create
agenda, form group norms, and encourages full participation of all IEP team
members. During 2017-2018 school year, 20 schools participated in facilitated
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IEP process. The GADOE received 60 requests for facilitation, and 49 meetings
were held. More districts will be offering facilitated |[EPs in 2018-2019.

Dispute Resolution:

e Mediation — voluntary process to resolve disagreements between parents &
districts regarding any matter under IDEA & state special education rules.
Results in a legally binding, written mediation agreement.

e Formal written complaints — can be submitted by anyone or any organization.

e Due process hearing requests — written document used to request formal hearing
before an administrative law judge regarding any matter related to the
identification, evaluation, educational placement, or provision of FAPE.

e Resolution sessions — meeting held between the parent & district after notice of a
due process hearing request to resolve issues listed in request. The meeting is
mandatory unless parties agree to not have the meeting or to use mediation
instead.

e Formal State Complaints — Findings of noncompliance were most likely in the
areas of Implementation of IEP; Development, review and revision of the IEP;
FAPE; Personnel Qualifications; and Parent Participation.

SAP Feedback/ Discussion:

¢ [t would be great if every parent who is about to go to his/her 1%t IEP meeting
could be assigned a veteran parent to help that parent (new to the |EP) through
the process

¢ Districts could offer trainings or explanation on parents’ rights, IEP process, etc.

» P2P offers a 2-hour video on parental rights

e There's a short, “abbreviated” explanation of the parental rights on the GADOE
website

¢ Districts need training on parental safeguards.

» The department may want to consider IEP Facilitators who know ASL, speak
other languages, etc.

¢ Questions/ information for future discussions: How many parents submitting a
complaint have an attorney or an advocate? How many districts file suit?

Significant Disproportionality: Implementation of New Reqgulations
Presenter: Carol Seay, GADOE

Disproportionality exists when students in a racial or ethnic group are more likely to be
identified as a student with a disability, identified as a student with a disability, placed in
a more restrictive setting, and suspended or expelled at a higher rate —compared to
students in other racial or ethnic groups.

Risk: How likely a certain outcome is to occur

Risk ratio: How the risk for one racial/ethnic group compares to the risk for all other
racial/ethnic groups

Alternate risk ratio: Uses district level risk for racial/ethnic group in the numerator and
the state level risk for the comparison group (mostly smaller districts)

Georgia Depariment of Education
December 2018 - Page 149 of 278



ESSA Alternate Assessment 1.0 Percent Cap
Waiver Request for 2018-2019

To be identified as a “significant risk” the risk ratio needs to be above 3.0. A district
must have a minimum of 10 students in the subgroup (numerator) and the denominator
must be minimum of 30. The district must have a risk ratio of more than or equal to 3.0
for 3 consecutive years to be identified as disproportionate. Disproportionality data is
collected to analyze placement setting, identification, and discipline, which includes in
school and out of school suspensions.

U. S. Department of Education is considering delaying the required implementation of
new regulations but in the meantime, Georgia is moving forward with implementation
beginning July 2018.

Public Comments
There were 14 public comments submitted to the SAP. All were read to the SAP.

Committee Meetings

SAP Best Practices

» Consider having a parent to help mentor new parent SAP members

o Write District Number (congressional district) on SAP name tag

e Provide members with some preparation on agenda — background info or
websites for people to read before the meeting

» How can we be most helpful? Going to look at other SAPs, especially on
indicators that we want help on. What data would be meaningful to the
Depariment of Education?

» Are there things in other states that we can look at that might inform SAP
practice in Georgia?

» Please help advise on looking at SAP practices from other states.

Family Engagement
» Committee members will go through the public comments data and look for
themes, trends, and geographical spread. How will we use this information to
inform the process?

» |s there benefit to having somebody do the public comment in person?
Individuals might be more likely to come if they thought their specific issue would
be addressed.

Emphasize importance of input

People want to have their voices heard and have something done about it
Transportation is biggest barrier for individuals to present in person

Reach out to parent mentors in meeting area to increase participation of public
comment

o Build list serv for public comments to create email blasts (with opt-out option)
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Inter-Agency Collaboration

» The committee likes a report out time from all agency representatives.
Committee recommends that this is added to the agenda at every meeting. The
agency reports should also include upcoming events.

o Suggest Survey monkey additional questions to frontload, what is upcoming, etc.
from each member

» New member orientation. Everyone can be involved in the new member
orientation (Wednesday).

¢ Closing communication loops, commitment is to advising state (How are minutes
shared and available?)

¢ Increase procedures on Robert's Rules of Order for meeting efficiency because
of growing size of panel

» Discussion about how to get agency representation from Federally mandated
partners. Dr. Smith-Dixon can contact agencies; chair can reach out to members
who haven’t been coming.

Flexibility and Accountability

o Received feedback from Dr. Smith-Dixon regarding committee recommendations
from last mtg.

o Different members attend each mtg; may not need to be a standing committee

Annual Report

e Committees analyzed previous year's minutes regarding items to include in the
annual report.

Certificates

o SAP thanks the members who finished serving their term including: Ganesh
Nayak, Diana Cross, Beth Burns, Juliette, and Susan Moody

Miscellaneous Recommendations:
¢ The committee likes having GADOE staff to answer questions
» Consider a photo directory for SAP members
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What's the Big IDEA?
Georgia’s Perspective o i

*]1 General Supervision Requirement
*2 main foci

*Five Critical Elements
* 8 State-Level Components

General Supervision
Requirements et st i |

“Fdugabirg Gear

States must implement and maintain a general
supervision system in order to:

1. Improve educational results and functional outcomes for all
children with disabilities; and

2. Ensure that the requirements of IDEA are met.
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General Supervision System:
Five Critical Elements angts v Spcenao |

“Eduroling Geor

1. A system to identify noncompliance in a timely
manner using its different components.

2. A system to ensure correction of identified
noncompliance in a timely manner.

3. Procedures and practices to implement the dispute
resolution requirements of IDEA.

General Supervision System:
Five Critical Elements s sy |

“Fdugabirg Gear

4. Procedures and practices to improve educational
results and functional outcomes for all children with
disabilities.

5. Procedures and practices to implement other

requirements, i.e,, fiscal requirements, private
schools, NIMAS, assessments, etc.
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General Supervision System:
Eight State-Level Components Supes oo g |

“Eduroling Geor

General Supervision System: Eight
State-Level Components Segts st g |
* State Performance Plan
* Involves Stakeholders
* Leads to Increased Awareness and Improved Results
* Ensures Accountability to the Public
* Biueprint for Systems Change

* Policies, Procedures and Effective Implementation
+ Mechanisms and Methods for Implementation
« Agreements and Procedures
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General Supervision System: Eight
State-Level Components s son o |
* Effective Dispute Resolutions
+ |Inform other monitoring activities
* Do parents understand their rights?

* Data on Processes and Results
+ Collection and verification
* Examination and analyses
* Reporting (SPP/APR and local reporting)
» Data on compliance and improvement

General Supervision System:
Eight State-Level Components  sosimmi]

* Integrated Monitoring Activities
* On-site (record reviews, interviews, etc.}
+ Off-site (self assessments, desk audits, surveys, etc.)
* Monitoring for compliance and improvement
* Prioritized based on data

* Targeted TA and Professional Development
» Connected to SPP/APR and other activities
= Evaluation of effectiveness
* Sharing best practices
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General Supervision System:
Eight State-Level Components =il

* Improvement, Correction, Incentives and
Sanctions
» Authority to enforce
* Include TA and improvement planning
* Annual status determinations

* Fiscal Management
* Distribution and oversight
» Appropriate use of funds
* Funds aligned with problem areas

st e i |
OSEP has previously provided guidance
regarding the identification and

correction of noncompliance in:

* Frequently Asked Questions, September 3, 2008
(Disseminated at the National Accountability
Conference)

« OSEP Memorandum 09-02, October 17, 2008
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IDENTIFICATION OF
NONCOMPLIANCE

Q1. Must States identify all
noncompliance regardless of
the source of the data
establishing noncompliance?
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Georgia’s 5chool Supermtandent I
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All noncompliance must be

identified and corrected:

*From all sources of compliance
data

*Regardless of the amount of
noncompliance (no thresholds)

Sempia's Sthool Superintendent I
“Fdugating Grar

The State must make a finding of noncompliance in a
timely manner, unless:

* In verifying whether the data demonstrate
noncompliance, the State determines that the data do
not demonstrate noncompliance; or

= The State verifies, using both prongs of OSEP Memo
09-02, that the LEA has corrected the noncompliance
before the State issues written findings of
noncompliance.
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Georgia’s S5chool Supermtandent I
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Q3. May States use “thresholds”
for identification of
noncompliance?

Gempia's Sthool Superintendent I
“Fdugating Grar

No. If a State identifies compliance that is less than
100%, it must:

1. Make a finding of noncompliance; or
2. Verify whether the data demonstrate noncompliance; or
3. Verify that the LEA has corrected the noncompliance

before the State issues written findings of
noncompliance.
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CORRECTION OF
NONCOMPLIANCE

Q1. What are the “two prongs”
of verifying correction in OSEP
Memo 09-027?
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* Prong 1 — LEA has corrected each
individual case of noncompliance;
and

*Prong 2 — LEA is correctly
implementing the specific regulatory
requirements (i.e. achieved 100%
compliance), based on the State’s
review of updated data.

Sempia's Sthool Superintendent I
“Fdugating Grar

Q2. Do both prongs of OSEP
Memo 09-02 apply to the
verification of correction
of all findings of
noncompliance?
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Georgia’s 5chool Supermtandent I
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Yes. Both prongs of OSEP Memo
09-02 apply to correction of all
findings of non-compliance, and
noncompliance reported in APRs,
whether there is a high level of
compliance (but below 100%) or a
low level of compliance.

Sempia's Sthool Superintendent I
“Fdugating Grar

Q3. May States use “thresholds”
for correction of
noncompliance?
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cens st |
No. Consistent with the guidance in OSEP Memo 09-
02 and the 2010 APR response tables, States must
obtain updated data which can be:

» for less than the entire reporting period,
and

* asubset of all children.
These data must reflect 100% compliance hefore

a State can conclude and report that
noncompliance has been corrected.

Sempia's Sthool Superintendent I
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The State may not use a threshold of less
than 100% to conclude that the LEA has
corrected noncompliance. Before the
State may conclude that the LEA has
corrected the noncompliance, it must
examine updated data to ensure that the
LEA has achieved 100% compliance.
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Each State must have palicies and procedures 1o ensure that all children with disabilities, irth
through age 21, residing m the State and who are in need of speaal education and related
Tams s mmabed == services are wdentified, lacated, and evaluated, 34 C.F.R. § 300.111;

ia, the Child Find Process for infants and toddlers with disakilities,

‘hrough the Georgia Department of Public Health Early Intervention

“ar children, ages 3 through 21, the local education agencies {LEAs)?

e wswigis e sapunanas TOT identifying, locating and evaluating all children within the

jurisdiction of the LEA who are suspected of having disabilmes that may result in a need for
special education and related services, LEAs must have policies and procedures in place to ensure
the identification, location, and evaluaton of these children. Pubhc notification must be given
before any significant Child Find aclivities are implemented.

Sempia's Sthool Superintendent I
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Implementation Changes and
Updates
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Does Child Find apply to home-
schooled children?

* Yes. If the child is a resident within the jurisdiction
of the LEA, then the Child Find responsibility rests
with the LEA in which the child resides. In
addition, as a home-schooled child, a child who is
determined eligible for special education and
related services must also be considered for
proportionate share of federal funds for private
school children. In Georgia, home-schooled
children are treated as private school children in
regard to special education. See Georgia Rule

If an LEA charter school and a traditional
LEA serve the same demographic area,
who has the Child Find responsibility?

* Both of them. The LEA charter school’s Child Find
responsibility extends only to children enrolled in the
LEA charter school. The traditional LEA's Child Find
responsibility extends to all other children within their
jurisdiction.

Georgia Depariment of Education
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If an LEA charter school only serves a
designated population, such as grades
six through eight, should the LEA charter
school’s Child Find procedures address
children outside of the designated
population, such as children in grades
kindergarten through fifth grade?

o

* Yes. As a matter of best practice, an LEA charter
school’s Child Find procedures should include
children age 3-21. However, an LEA charter school’s
Child Find procedures must address the currently
designated population of the LEA charter school.
Since LEA charter schools may decide to expand
their designated population, LEA charter schools
should consider developing Child Find procedures
to include children ages 3-21 or update their Child
Find procedures as the LEA charter school expands
their designated population.
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Considering the above guidance for LEA charter
schools, what are the Child Find responsibilities for
Georgia Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ) and
Georgia Department of Corrections {DOC)?

* Georgia DJJ and Georgia DOC must implement Child
Find duties for the youth enrolled in their respective
facilities.

o |
Who has the Child Find responsibility for youth
incarcerated in facilities operated by the local sheriffs
or other municipalities?

* The LEA where the facility is located must implement
Child Find duties for youth incarcerated in jails or
other correctional facilities operated by local
municipalities.
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Rule/Implementation
Discussions for the Future

Child Find

* Child Find is a critical part of the special education
process for all children suspected of having
disabilities.

* IDEA requires that children who are suspected of being
a child with a disability and in need of special education

are identified, located, and evaluated. 34 C.F.R.
§300.111.

* Despite the language in our State Child Find Rule, IDEA
does not require that a child receive scientific
research, or evidence-based interventions before being
referred for consideration for eligibility for special
education and related services. 5ee 34 C.F.R.

§ 300.111.

Sempia's Sthool Superintendent I
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Child Find

Gesps s e |

* Child Find Procedures — Prior to referring a student
for consideration for eligibility for special
education, a student must have received scientific,

research or evidence based interventions. Georgia
Rule 160-4-7-.03(2}b}.

Child Find

Secrgias schoot Superinindent |
“Fdugating Grar
* Child Find Procedures: These policies and
procedures shall provide for the screening and

evaluation of all children with suspected disahilities
birth through 21 to include:

* Children birth through age three. An LEA may fulfill its
child find responsibility through referral to the BCW

early intervention program. Georgia Rule 160-4-7-
03{1KcH1).
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* Shared child find obligations (birth-3) are implied as a
shared responsibility but not clearly stated in the
board rule.

th Lach LEA <hall ensure that helore conductimg any signdieant acliv ity that s
esipned o adennty, locate or e aluate childeen. annusl netice mtst be published or
anbetnced m newspapers of other medias on both, 1o notf parents of this actvay, [34
CIRE3mall i)

1) These palieres mnd procedures <hall prosde for the seree 2 and evaluation of 3l
chaldren with sispecied disihehties turth throosh ase 21 womeluae.

1 Children binth through age three A =0 mav fulfill s cluld find responsabiling
through referral to the Babees Can’l Wt cazly iterention program oprerated by the

_ Depanment ol Comunumiy Health -

g

What are the strengths and areas of

opportunities in implementing child
find responsibilities?

AREAS OF

STRENGTHS OPPORTUNITIES
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EVALUATION AND REEVALUATION
(34 C.F.R. § § 300.301-300.311;
GEORGIA RULE 160-4-7-.04)

u
un

Gempia’s Sthool Superintendent I
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INe IUEA TEQUINES LMD DTS o I LAl TECEIVE SPECd] eUuiauon SEIvices, LIe LEAT ITidsL
determine whether the studenl requires specialized instruction and  meets  ehgibilivy
reguirements for special education, The LEA must conduct jor arrange for) a comprehensive
evaluation thak:

& provides sufficient data to determine whoether the ehild is a child with a disability;

= dofuments how the disabiliy affects the child's academic, developmental,
socialfemotional, and/or behavioral performance in school; and

= provides appropriate infarmation for the develnpment of an Individualized Education
Program (IEP), if eligible,
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Implementation Changes and
Updates

Initial Evaluation B
* Before an evaluation can begin, the LEA must

obtain a signed, informed parental consent for

evaluation. The LEA has 60 calendar days after

rAaransmer marantal cAarncAart A o carmanlata Fha inikial
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Initial Evaluation

* The eligibility decision should be made within a

reasonable period of time following the completion

Q1 LNe mnuviuudiiLed cuucduon Froerdin tiery Cdn
take up to 30 additional days. Set

Evaluation Report(s)

A comprehensive evaluation
report may include combined
reports; however, the timeline

will be based on the most
recent date.
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Reevaluation
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Lueativn [- Musi a public ugeacy obiain parental perniission beforg initiating the review
of existing data?

= Respopse: No. The public apency is not required 1o obtan parental consent before
Teviewing existing duta as part of an evaluation or a luation, 34 CFR
$I00. 000K 1)), The review of existing data is part of the cvaluation Process.
Section 300 305(a), consislent with scction 6144c)(1) of IDEA, siates thal, s part of
any r luation, the individualized education program (LEP) Team and olher
qualified professivnals, as apprepnate, must review existing evaluation duta on the
child, and on the basis uf that review, and input from the child"s parcrts, identify
what udditional data, il any, are nesded to determine whether the ¢hild continues 1o
have a disability, and the educational needs of the child.

OSEP Letter to Anonymous,
February 6, 2007

Sempia's Sthool Superintendent I
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Question ¢ May a public agency pursue permission to waive the reevaluation before
any review of extant data occura?

¢ Response: Yes. A recvaluation must occur af least once evesy three years, unless the
perent and the public agency agree that a reevaluation is unnecessary. 34 CFR
§300.303(bX2). The opportunity for a parent and Lhe public agency to agree (hata
reevalualion is unnecessary occurs before  reevaluation begins. Therefore, a pareat
and a public agency may agree that a recvaluation is unnecessary before the review of
existing evaluation dala oecurs. The review of existing data is part of the
reevaluation process and does not occur if Lhe parent and public agency agree that a
reevaluation is unnecessary.
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May a review of extant data
alone, with the finding that no
additional data are needed,
constitute a reevaluation?

Sempia's Sthool Superintendent I
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* Respopse: Yes. Based on the review of existing evaluation data, and input from the
¢hild's parents, the [EP Team and other qualified professionals, a¢ appropriate, miust
detenmine whether additionzl data are needed to delenmine whether e child
continues 1o be a child with a disabulity, and the educational necds of e child; the
present levels of academic achievemnent and related developmental needs of the child:
whethr the child continues to need special education; and whether any additions or
rudifications w the special education and relaled services are nesdad ta enable the
<hild to meet e measurable annual goals set vul in the [EP of the child and to
participate, 25 gppropeiats, in the general education curriculum. 34 CFR
§300.305(a)2). If the [EP Team and other qualified professionals, ax Hppropriate,
determine that oo additional data are necded to defermine whether the child contifiues
to be a chuld wirth a disability, and 1 4 ine the ¢child's educational needs, the
public agency must nolify the child’s parents of: (i} that determination and te

for the determination, and (i) the right of the parents to request an assessment
to determine whether the <hild conlinues to be a child with a disability, and to
determine the child's ed Ineeds. 14 CFR, §300.305{d)1). Under these
circumstances, e public agency is not required to conduct an 3ssessment unless
requested 10 40 50 by the child's parcats. 34 CFR §300.305(dX2). If the parents do
Gol request an asecssment, then the review of exisling dats may constitale e
reeveluation.
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Will Georgia continue to
implement the Redetermination
Process? No, the
Redetermination Process is no
longer an option.

SPECIAL EDUCATION ELIGIBILITY
REQUIREMENTS (34 C.F.R.
§ 300.306; GEORGIA RULE 160-4-7-.05)
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LEAS* MusT TECDSI'IIZE the direct and relevant I'Ela'llol'linip betweEEn @ mulb-tiered SYS‘EITI o
supports, Student Support Team (55T}, and the individual evaluation requirement of the IDEA.
QOnce problem-solving teams determine that a child is suspected of having a disability, a
comprehensive evaluation shall be provided to the child being considerad for special education
eligibility. However, an eligibility determination cannot occur until the existing data is reviewed
to determine whethar one or more of the exclusionary facters is the detarminant factor for the
determination that the child is a child with a disability AND the child does not otherwise meet
the specific eliglbility criterla.

o |

* If a child is being considered to be dismissed from
special education, must an evaluation and
eligibility form be completed?

* Yes. An LEA must conduct a comprehensive
evaluation of a child before determining that the
child is no loneer a child with a disability. See

This does not apply to
cniaren wnose eligibility is terminating due to
graduation with a regular diploma or due to
exceeding the age eligibility for FAPE.

Georgia Depariment of Education
December 2018 - Page 186 of 278



ESSA Alternate Assessment 1.0 Percent Cap
Waiver Request for 2018-2019

Georgia’s 5chool Supermtandent I
“Eduroling Geor

Implementation Changes and Updates

Sempia's Sthool Superintendent I
“Fdugating Grar

An eligibility report doesn’t
expire every three years!

Georgia Depariment of Education
December 2018 - Page 187 of 278



ESSA Alternate Assessment 1.0 Percent Cap
Waiver Request for 2018-2019

Eliaibilitv Report
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An eligibility report which documents the area of disability shall be completed
and placed in each child’s sgecial education folder. The eligibility report shall
provide statements for each component of the eligibility and shall be
comprehensive encugh to serve as the evaluation report when necessary.

However, parents must be provided a copy of the evaluation repaort(s) and an
eligibility report.

A = =

It is possible to have multiple evaluation reports, for example: psychological
report, report from the speech-language evaluation, report from the
Occupational Therapist and report from the assistive technology evaluation. If
the evaluators coordinate their reporting, all scores and interpretation of results
could be included in the psychological report. There will he instances when a
psychologist is not involved and thus the other evaluators will need to create
evaluation reports separately.

Eligibility Report

et ot I

10. Team Information
sList all meeting attendees and titles
sEnsure all required participants are included:

*LEA

sParents {unless given permission to proceed without them)

sGeneral Education Teacher

s Special Education Teacher

#Professional qualified to interpret the results of the assessments

«Student, if appropriate

*The LEA shall provide a copy of the evaluation report and the
documentation of determination of eligibility at no cost to the parent,

Signature is required for SLD only. Best practice would be to always get
signatures from all participants far all eligibilities.
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Additional Guidance: If the district chooses to
document the evaluation report using an eligibility
report, then the eligibility report must be
completed based on the 60-day timeline.

Gempia’s Sthool Superintendent I
“Fdugating Grar

Rule/Implementation
Discussions for the Future
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* (3) ELIGIBILITY REPORT. An eligibility report which
documents the area of disability shall be completed
and placed in each child’s special education folder.
The eligibility report shall provide statements for
each component of the eligibility and shall be
comprehensive enough to serve as the evaluation
report when necessary.

Sempia's Sthool Superintendent I
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Implementation Changes and
Updates (Disproportionality)
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Implementation Changes and
Updates (Indicator 11)

60 Days to EVALUATION e s G|

(b} Once a child is referred for an evaluation by a
parent or Student Support Team {SST) to determine if

the child is a child with a disability, the initial
evaluation:

1. Must be completed within 60

calendar days of receiving parental consent for
evaluation. [34 C.F.R. § 300.301{c}{1)(i}]
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Indicator 11 of the SPP/APR
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Percent of children age 3-21 who were evaluated
within 60 days of receiving parental consent for
initial evaluation.

* Reminder: Children referred from Babies Can’t
Wait are counted for:
* Indicator 11 — evaluation within 60 days of consent

* Indicator 12 - % of children referred from BCW prior
to age 3 who are found eligible and have an IEP in
place by their 3" birthday

Understanding the Rule
and Indicators st |
60 days

* Receipt of parental consent

* Count the day you receive the consent {within 60
days)
* Do not count days when children are not in school
for 5 consecutive days
* Example: Spring break
* A natural disaster (ex.: snow closes school for 5
consecutive days)

* Stop counting on Friday before break, start counting
Monday after school resumes

Georgia Deparliment of Education
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Reporting Subsequent Events
in SR: Annual Review and

o TP [ T Georgia's 5chool Supermtandent I

ALL SWD must have at least one Special Education
Event every year

Annual |IEP: Report EVENT CODE ‘07
Reevaluation: Report EVENT CODE ‘08’

* No more than 3 years between EVENT CODE ‘04’
and EVENT Code ‘08’

Sempia's Sthool Superintendent I
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Georgia Alternate Assessment 2.0

Georgia Depariment of Education
December 2018 - Page 196 of 278









ESSA Alternate Assessment 1.0 Percent Cap
Waiver Request for 2018-2019

Georgia’s 5chool Supermtandent I

GAA 2.0 is... e

» A structured portfolio assessment, scored by a
submission of evidence

* The tasks that are align to Georgia Standards of
Excellence (GSE) and Extended Standards have been
developed for all grades and content areas

* The GAA 2.0 will include standardized items with
multiple access points

Gempia's Sthool Superintendent I

GAA 2.0 is... T

* Intended to reduce the teacher’s burden related to selecting
standards and developing tasks

* To bring greater standardization to the administration
* To improve scoring reliability
* Tointroduce an online task submission system

* Scores are based on student performance, not progress
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PILOTED MAY 2018 34 660
OPERATIONAL
FIELD TEST STATEWIDE STATEWIDE
SPRING 2019
MARCH 25 - MAY 3

The GAA 2.0 sl

There will be a trainin
session August 21 an
repeated on August 23, that
may help LEA’s understand
where we are with test
design and expectations. The
links to those trainings and
others are found on the

RSV AUron Onk1e fgg

Assessment Update, Vol.1, e
July 2018. That update is on - _
the For Educators site under 1r  gops freiaen, 22"
Newsletters. s, {pm
particpat
i
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160-4-7-.13
Private Schools

103

Special Needs Scholarship .
* Students that participate in the Georgia Special
Needs Scholarship program are considered

parentally-placed private school students.

* When a parent moves a Special Education student
from a public school to an approved private school
the student’s rights under IDEA change.

* According to State Board Rule 160-5-1-.34 Georgia
Special Needs Scholarship Program:

Georgia Depariment of Education
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Special Needs Scholarship
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* {6} {e} Acceptance of scholarship shall have the same effect
as a parental refusal to consent to services in a public school
pursuant to the Individuais with Disabilities Education Act
(IDEA), 20 U.S.C. Section 1400, et seq.

* Acceptance of a scholarship waives a parent’s rights under
IDEA therefore, a private school is not required to foliow a
student’s IEP developed by the public school.

* Nonetheless, refusal of services does not meet the standard
of revocation under IDEA. (34 C.F.R. § 300.9) Therefore, the
regulations regarding proportionate share for students
parentally placed in private schools shall apply to students
who receive a scholarship under this Rule. (34 C.FR. §§
300.132-133 and Ga. Rules & Regs. 160-4-7-.13{3)}.

Special Needs Scholarship

Sempia's Sthool Superintendent I
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« Eguitable Services

* Parentally- placed private school students may be
eligible for some Special Education and related
services provided by the |local school district while
participating in the scholarship program.
“Specifically, IDEA requires public school districts to
provide equitable services to the extent consistent
with the number and location of children with
disabilities enrolled by parents in private schools
located in the school district.”

106
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Special Needs Scholarship
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IDEA Rights of Special Needs Students in Rights of Special Needs Students
Publie Schools Parentally Placed in Approved Frivate Schanls
{or Special Needs Students placed in private {3 Special Needs Scholarship Students)
schools by the school district}
Free Appropriate % FAPE must be made available to eligible 1. Mo individual entitiement to FAPE or to
Public Education children with disabilities, This includes receive special education and related
[FAPE} special education services provided in services that the child would receive if
conformity with an individualized education enrolled in public school.
program(IEP) that meets |DEA
reguirements. 1. Achild may receive equitable services.
Each school district determines the
% Special Education is spacially designed equitable services it will provide to its
instruction to meet the unigque needs of the papulation of parentally placed private
child with a disability. schaol students, through consultation

with private schools and parents,
% Special Education and related services are
provided at no cost to the parent. 1. If achild is designated to receive
equitable services, they are provided in
conformity with a services plan at no

Special Needs Scholarshi
p ec I a ee S c O a rs I p Geargias Schaol Superintendent |
“Fdugating Grar
IDEA Rights of Special Needs Students in Rights of Special Needs Students
Public 5chools Parentally Placed in Approved Private
{or Special Needs Students placed in private Schoals
schaols by the school district} [Ga Special Needs Scholarship Students)
Special Education Fublic Elementary, middle, and secondary MNfA
Teacher school special education teachers must meet
Certification the special education teacher cerlificatians
Reguirements requirements in the law and regulations.
Least Restrictive Children with disabilities must be educated MNfA
Environment with their non-disabled peers, to the
Reguirernents maximurn extent apprapriate.
108
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Special Needs Scholarship
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IDEA Rights of Special Needs Studants in Rights of Special Needs Students
Public Schoals Parertally Placed in Approved Private
(or Special Needs Students placed in private Sehaals
schools by the school district) {Ga Special Needs Scholarship Students)
Discipline . Students with disabilities are entitled to N/A
Procedures certain protections

related ta IDEAs disciplinary procedures.

109
IDEA Rights of Special Needs Students in Rights of Special Needs Students
Public 5chaols Parentally Placed in Approved Private
{or 5pecial Meeds Students placed in private 5chools
sthaols by the schaol district) {Ga Special Needs Scholarship Students)
Due Pracess Rights Parents may request 3 due process . Due process rights of parentally
hearing if they have a dispute related placed private school
to the identification, evaluation, . children and their parents are limited
educational placement of a child with a to a school district’s
disability, the provision af FAPE, or the - failure to comply with the child find
implementation of IDEA's disciplinary requirements,

including the evaluation

procedures, This could include disputes !
requirements,

regarding the development or
implementation of an |EF and the
|ecation where services will be,
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Rule/Implementation
Discussions for the Future

111

How does dual enroliment
impact provision of FAPE for
students with disabilities?

Georgia Depariment of Education
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Participant Support Cost (PSC)

Participant Support Costs
(PSC) st et |

* §200.75 Participant support costs.

* Participant support costs means direct costs for items such
as stipends or subsistence ailowances, travel allowances,
and registration fees paid to or on behalf of participants or
trninans fhet not employees) in connection with

or training projects. (Contractorsf/vendors are
nu consiuered employees unless they are defined by the
LEA as “contracted employees”.)

* §200.456 Participant support costs.

* Participant support costs as defined in §200.75 Participant
support costs are allowable with the prior approval of the
Federal awarding agency.

114
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Participant Support Costs
(PSC) - Conferences gzt |

» §200.432 Conferences.

* A conference is defined as a meeting, retreat, seminar, symposium,
workshor: or event whose primary purpose is the dissemination of
technical information beyond the non-Federal entity and is necessary
and reasonable for successful performance under the Federal award.
Allowable conference costs paid by the non-Federal entity as a sponsor
or hast of the conference may include rental of facilities, speakers' fees,
costs of meals and refreshments, local transportation, and cther items
incidental to such conferences unless further restricted by the terms
and conditions of the Federal award. As needed, the costs of identifying,
but not providing, locally available dependent-care resources are
allowable. Conference hosts/sponsors must exercise discretion and
jud(Fment in ensuring that conference costs are appropriate, necessary
and managed in a manner that minimizes costs to the Federal award.
The Federal awarding agency may authorize exceptions where
am:ropnate for pr0§rams including Indian tribes --*---- --
Aldarly €annleq §8200.438 Entertainment costs

200.474 Travel costs, and 200.47% .. _.___.

Participant Support Costs
Approval et st |

* For participant support cost approvals, send an
email to your Budget Liaison containing the
detailed expenditure, cost, and purpose/use of the
expense as it relates to cost principles.

* All approvals must be within the period of
performance, and if known at the beginning of the
year, with budget approval.

116
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Baen cemoreed.
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Special Education Directors’ Webinar

May 8, 2018
1:00 pm

Agenda Georpia’ Schuol.s___;";_-rl
* Disproportionality Regulations
* Georgia Alternate Assessment Waiver

* Multi-tiered System of Supports and High Leverage
Practices
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Implementation of the
Federal Regulation
Regarding Significant
Disproportionality

Update

g
Federal Regulation
» December 2016 — new Federal Regulation

*Requires states to develop a more uniform method
of measuring Significant Disproportionality
beginning July 1, 2018

« January 2107 — a new administration took office
» November 2017 — present

» Uncertainty regarding timeframe for
implementation

« Spring 2018 — do what is right for kids
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Implementation

Georgia’s 5chool Supermtandent I
“Eduroling Geor

Georgia, along with many other states, will move
forward with implementation of the new Federal
Regulation regarding Significant Disproportionality.

FY19 Disproportionality Determination will
be based on the new regulation.

Opportunities for additional information:
« Federal Programs Conference — June, 13, 14, 2018
« Data Conference — August 22-24, 2018

Sempia's Sthool Superintendent I
“Fdugating Grar

* The new regulation methodology provides
more flexibility for many districts; for example:

» Placement and Identification: a district will
now be compared to itself, not the state

*» Discipline: a district will be compared to the
state if its comparison group is too small

* Focusing is on the most restrictive settings; 2
categories for Placement
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Georgia’s 5chool Supermtandent I
“Eduroling Geor

Identification
« Children ages 6-21 as a SWD

« Children ages 6-21 as a SWD in 6 specific
categories

Placement
» SWD ages 6-21 in regular class < 40%
» SWD ages 6-21 in separate settings

Gempia's Sthool Superintendent I
“Fdugating Gear

Discipline, SWD 3-21

» Total Disciplinary Removals
* ISS < 10 days

* 0SS < 10 days

* ISS > 10 days

+ OSS > 10 days
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Georgia’s 5chool Supermtandent I
“Eduroling Geor

Risk Ratio

Settings:

« Risk Ratio threshold = 3.0
s Cell size (numerator) = 10
» N-size (denominator) = 30

» 3 years of RR > 3.0 = Significant
Disproportionality

Example of Risk Ratio

Calcu Iatl on oot schont i |
Sample district: T
Black ID students:; total Black
Students
All other races ID students; total all
other races students (comparison group)
Risk Ratio:
0290
=.0116

.0290 + .0116 = 2.5 (Risk Ratio)
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Georgia’s S5chool Supermtandent I
“Eduroling Geor

* Only 2 areas will be considered
+ < 40% in general education
+ Separate settings
» Comparison group is your district, not the State
(unless the comparison group is too small)

« The cell size (numerator) and n size
(denominator) are less than 10 and 30
respectively

Gempia's Sthool Superintendent I
“Fdugating Grar

+ Comparison group is your district,not
the State (unless the comparison group is too
small)

* The cell size (numerator) and n size
(denominator) are less than 10 and 30
respectively

Georgia Depariment of Education
December 2018 - Page 218 of 278



ESSA Alternate Assessment 1.0 Percent Cap
Waiver Request for 2018-2019

* 5 measures (instead of 2) |
* Total Disciplinary removals
* ISS < 10 days

« ISS > 10 days

* 0SS < 10 days

» 0SS > 10 days

» Comparison group continues to be your district
unless the comparison group is too small

» Then compare to the state (this is new)
» Comparison to state is called Alternare Risk Ratio

Sempia's Sthool Superintendent I
“Fdugating Grar

Yes, CEIS is now CCEIS

« Comprehensive Coordinated Early
Intervening Services

* 15% of IDEA funds are used for
Students with and without
disabilities

« Address the causes of significant
disproportionality

« Children ages 3-21
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Georgia’s 5chool Supermtandent I
“Eduroling Geor

*Risk Ratio Methodology
* Threshold of 3.0

* Categories measured for
Identification

* CCEIS 1s invoked

» Comprehensive Coordinated Early
Intervention Services

« Review and revise policies, practices
and procedures

» This is not a change with the new
regulation
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* No

« Georgia will continue to measure Indicator
4a & b by comparing SWD who have > 10
days of OSS to the number of SWD with >
10 days OSS in the State (all SWD and SWD
by race/ethnicity)

« Preliminary calculations will be available soon.

* Georgia will now use 3 years of data to
determine Significant Disproportionality.

* FY19 Determinations:
* Discipline: 2015-16, 2016-17, 2017-18

* Identification and Placement: 2016-17,
2017-18, 2018-19

* Prior year data will be re-calculated using
the new methodology
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«Ensure that policies, practices and
procedures for identification of students
as SWD are appropriate

«Ensure IEP teams are trained to make
appropriate placement decisions

«Ensure discipline is appropriate; address
school culture issues

sMonitor data

Sempia's Sthool Superintendent I
“Fdugating Grar

« Federal Programs LConterence (June)
« Data Collections Conference (August)

Contact Carol Seav with specific questions:
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Georgia’s 5chool Supermtandent I
“Eduroling Geor

Georgia Alternate
Assessment Waiver

4.2.1 Universal Technical
Assistance and Supports: e

The GaDOE will pravide universal technical assistance and supports to all LEAs. These
services will include resources to assist LEA administrators and local IEP team members
during the GAA participation determination process. These resources will be closely
aligned with State improvements outlined in section 4.1,

Additionally, those LEAs with GAA participation rates above 1.0 percent will be required
to submit a corrective action plan ta the State. LEAs will include details of how GAA
participation policies, practices, and processes will be implemented locally to ensure
State guidelines are followed with fidelity. The State will also provide best practices ta
those LEAs above 1.0 percent for informing local public stakeholders keyond the
requirements included in 4.3.1 and 4.3.2.
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4.2.2 Targeted Technical
Assistance and Supports: i

The GaDOE will provide additional technical assistance and supports to LEAs above 1.u
percent where targeted needs are identified from LEA corrective action plans and
participation data (including disproportionality data). These services will include, but
not be limited to, the following improvement targets.

s LEA capacity for gathering and analyzing district and school data pertaining to GAA
participation rates

» LEA capacity for gathering and analyzing data on the characteristics of students
participating in he GAA

s LEA capacity to provide professional development to IEP team members and other
local educators on the nature of the GAA and who should participate

* Capacity of parents of students with disabilities to participate in the IEP decision-
making process

Intensive Technical
Assistance and Supports e

During 2017-2018, the GaDOE will develop a system of
intensive LEA-specific, one-on-one technical assistance
and supports for those LEAs demonstrating significant
needs that cannot be addressed sufficiently through
targeted services. These services will begin to be
implemented early 2018-2019.
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Understanding Tiered
Systems of Support s |

With an tiered prevention framewaork, schools

« |dentify students at risk for poor learning outcomes

* Monitor student progress

* Provide evidence-based interventions

* Adjust the intensity and nature of those interventions on the basis of a
student’s responsiveness

* May use it as part of the determination process for identifying students
with specific learning disabilities

Sempia's Sthool Superintendent I
“Fdugating Grar
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Public Notice on ESSA Alternate Assessment Waiver for 2018-2019

The Georgia Department of Education (GaDOE} is seeking comments on the following waiver request for
the Elementary and Secondary Education Act {(ESEA}, as amended by the Every Student Succeeds Act
{ESSA), which will be submitted to the U.5. Department of Education {US ED). Comments and questions
should be submitted to Allison Timberlake. Deoutv Superintendent for Assessment and Accountability,
-

The ESSA includes a statewide 1.0 percent participation cap in alternate assessments based on alternate
achievement standards (AA-AAS) for each content area (1111{b)(2}{DHiH1)). States can request a one-
year waiver from this requirement if the state anticipates being above the cap. Georgia received a one-
year waiver from the requirement for the 2017-2018 school year. The GaDOE is submitting a similar
request for the 2018-2019 school year to provide the necessary time to continue to implement policies
and district supports to ensure the alternate assessment is only administered to those students for
whom it is intended.

In 2018, Georgia’s schools utilized the Georgia Alternate Assessment (GAA) for an estimated 1.03
percent of tested students. The GaDOE is anticipating that Georgia will be above the 1.0 percent cap in
2018-2019 as well. The waiver submission will include a demonstration of progress in the work of
reducing the percentage of students assessed via the GAA as well as the following information, as
outlined in 34 CFR § 200.6(c){4}ii-v:

» State-level data analysis a) showing the number and percentage of students in each subgroup
who took the GAA, and b) validating the State has measured the achievement of at least 95
percent of all students and at least 95 percent of students with disabilities;

e assurances from the State that each local education agency {LEA} anticipated to exceed the 1.0
percent cap a) followed State guidelines under paragraph 200.6(d) - excluding (d){(6}, and b} will
address any disproportionality in the percentage of student subgroups under section
1111{c)(2){A}, (B}, or (D) being administered the GAA; and

e a plan and timeline by which a} the State will improve its guidelines under § 200.6{d}, b} the
State will take additional steps to support and provide appropriate oversight to each LEA that
the State anticipates will use the GAA to assess more than 1.0 percent of its students in a
content area, and ¢} the State will address any disproportionality in the percentage of students
taking the GAA.

Prior to submitting this E55A waiver request, the GaDOE is providing public notice to all interested
parties across Georgia. The GaDOE is providing such notification by posting a public notice on its website
of the intent to request a waiver of the alternate assessment based on alternate achievement standards
1.0 percent cap. In addition, the GaDOE has emailed information pertaining to the waiver to all district
superintendents, Title | directors, assessment directors, special education directors, parent groups, and
the State Advisory Panel for Special Education. Copies of all comments the State may receive from
stakeholders in response to this notice will be attached to the waiver request sent to US ED.
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From: Allison Timberlake

Sent: Wednesday, November 7, 2018 11:04 AM

To: K12 Superintendents; K12 Charter School Superintendents

Ce: Richard Woods; Matt Jones; Meghan Frick; Zelphine SmithDixon; Paula Swartzberg; Nakeba
Rahming; Craig Geers; Sandra Greene

Subject: Georgia ESSA Waiver Request for 1% Participation Cap for GAA

Attachments: Alternate Assessment Cap Waiver - Public Notice.pdf

Importance: High

Superintendents,

The Georgia Department of Education (GaDOE) will be seeking a waiver from the U.S. Department of Education {US ED)
regarding the alternate assessment 1.0 percent participation cap put in place under the Every Student Succeeds Act
(ESSA). Prior to submitting the waiver, the GaDOE is seeking comments from local education agencies (LEAs) and other
education stakeholders.

In submitting the 1.0 percent participation cap waiver, the GaDOE is requesting that US ED allow the State a year to
continue to implement guidelines and interventions to support LEAs in ensuring the appropriate administration of the
Georgia Alternate Assessment (GAA) 2.0. During the one-year waiver period, the GaDOE's offices of Special Education
and Assessment and Accountability will work collaboratively to ensure LEAs are provided the necessary support and
technical assistance.

Additional details are available in the alternate assessment waiver public notice on the GaDOE’s Title | webpage

under the
nedaing redaeral rFrograms LINKS . IT yOU Ndve dny COMIMEeNTs Or QuUestions pertaining to tnis> waiver, piease send them to
me by December 7, 2018.

Thank you,
Allison

Allison Timberlake, Ph.D.

Deputy Superintendent for Assessment & Accountability
Georgia Department of Education

1554 Twin Towers East

205 Jesse Hill Jr. Drive, SE

Atlanta, GA 30334

(404} 463-6666

Connect with GaDOE

“Educating Geargia’s Future”
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From: Allison Timberlake

Sent: Wednesday, November 7, 2018 11:04 AM

To: K12 Special Education Directors

Ce: Richard Woods; Matt Jones; Meghan Frick; Zelphine SmithDixon; Paula Swartzberg; Nakeba
Rahming; Craig Geers; Sandra Greene

Subject: Georgia ESSA Waiver Request for 1% Participation Cap for GAA

Attachments: Alternate Assessment Cap Waiver - Public Notice.pdf

Importance: High

Special Education Directors,

The Georgia Department of Education {GaDOE} will be seeking a waiver from the U.S. Department of Education (US ED)
regarding the alternate assessment 1.0 percent participation cap put in place under the Every Student Succeeds Act
{ESSA). Prior to submitting the waiver, the GaDOE is seeking comments from local education agencies {LEAs} and other
education stakeholders.

In submitting the 1.0 percent participation cap waiver, the GaDOE is requesting that US ED allow the State a year to
continue to implement guidelines and interventions to support LEAs in ensuring the appropriate administration of the
Georgia Alternate Assessment (GAA} 2.0. During the one-year waiver period, the GaDOE’s offices of Special Education
and Assessment and Accountability will work collaboratively to ensure LEAs are provided the necessary support and
technical assistance.

Additional details are available in the alternate assessment waiver public notice on the GaDOE’s Title | webpage

under the
neaaqing ‘regeral Frograms LINKS . IT yOU Nave any COmMmMents or qUesTIONs pertaining to tis waiver, piease send them ta
me by December 7, 2018.

Thank you,
Allison

Allison Timberlake, Ph.D.

Deputy Superintendent for Assessment & Accountability
Georgia Department of Education

1554 Twin Towers East

205 Jesse Hill Jr. Drive, SE

Atlanta, GA 30334

{404) 463-6666

Connect with GaDQE

“Educating Georgia’s Future”

Georgia Depariment of Education
December 2018 - Page 252 of 278



ESSA Alternate Assessment 1.0 Percent Cap
Waiver Request for 2018-2019

From: Allison Timberlake

Sent: Wednesday, November 7, 2018 11:04 AM

To: K12 Title | Directors

Ce: Richard Woods; Matt Jones; Meghan Frick; Zelphine SmithDixon; Paula Swartzberg; Nakeba
Rahming; Craig Geers; Sandra Greene; John Wight

Subject: Georgia ESSA Waiver Request for 1% Participation Cap for GAA

Attachments: Alternate Assessment Cap Waiver - Public Notice.pdf

Importance: High

Title | Directors,

The Georgia Department of Education {GaDOE} will be seeking a waiver from the U.S. Department of Education (US ED)
regarding the alternate assessment 1.0 percent participation cap put in place under the Every Student Succeeds Act
{ESSA). Prior to submitting the waiver, the GaDOE is seeking comments from local education agencies {LEAs} and other
education stakeholders.

In submitting the 1.0 percent participation cap waiver, the GaDOE is requesting that US ED allow the State a year to
continue to implement guidelines and interventions to support LEAs in ensuring the appropriate administration of the
Georgia Alternate Assessment (GAA} 2.0. During the one-year waiver period, the GaDOE’s offices of Special Education
and Assessment and Accountability will work collaboratively to ensure LEAs are provided the necessary support and
technical assistance.

Additional details are available in the alternate assessment waiver public notice on the GaDOE’s Title | webpage

under the
neaaing reqerdl Frograms LINKS . IT YOU Ndve dany COmments Or questions pertdining 1o tnis waiver, piedse send them to
me by December 7, 2018.

Thank you,
Allison

Allison Timberlake, Ph.D.

Deputy Superintendent for Assessment & Accountability
Georgia Department of Education

1554 Twin Towers East

205 Jesse Hill Jr. Drive, SE

Atlanta, GA 30334

{404) 463-6666

Connect with GaDQE

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
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and Assessment and Accountability will work collaboratively to ensure LEAs are provided the necessary support and
technical assistance.

Additional details are available in the alternate assessment waiver nublic notice on the GaDOE’s Title | webnage

under the
neaaing "rederal Frograms LINKS . IT yOU have any COMMENTS or questions pertamning to this waiver, piease send them to
me by December 7, 2018.

Thank you,
Allison

Allison Timberlake, Ph.D.

Deputy Superintendent for Assessment & Accountability
Georgia Department of Education

1554 Twin Towers East

205 Jesse Hill Jr. Drive, SE

Atlanta, GA 30334

{404) 463-6666

Connect with GaDOE

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
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Fron

Date: novemper LU, LULS AL 3:UD 33U FIVI EDI

To: Allison Timberlake

Subject: RE: Georgia ESSA walver Kequest tor 1% Participation Cap for GAA

yve noou uie wailven wewause suine uistricts receive large numbers of transfers from districts within the
state and outside the state. Many of these transfers qualify for GAA, but do *~ *hair temncinmt cvad g it
bommmm s e Rl £ 22 === it our GAA needs and stay at the 1% cay

From: Allison Timberlake
Sent: Wednesday, Novemoper 7, 2uls 1104 AV

; Meghan Frick
berg
eers

SUDJELT: BEOrgld L>>A vWdlIver Request TOr L¥ rarticipation Lap 10r uAA
Importance: High

Assessment Directors,

The Georgia Department of Education {GaDOE) will be seeking a waiver from the U.S. Department of
Education {US ED) regarding the alternate assessment 1.0 percent participation cap put in place under
the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). Prior to submitting the waiver, the GaDOE is seeking comments
from local education agencies (LEAs) and other education stakeholders.

In submitting the 1.0 percent participation cap waiver, the GaDOE is requesting that US ED allow the
State a year to continue to implement guidelines and interventions to support LEAs in ensuring the
appropriate administration of the Georgia Alternate Assessment (GAA) 2.0. During the one-year
waiver period, the GaDOE’s offices of Special Education and Assessment and Accountability will work
collaboratively to ensure LEAs are provided the necessary support and technical assistance.
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Additional details are available in the alternate assessment waiver public notice on the GaDOE’s Title |

periaining to TNis walver, please sena tnem 10 me Dy becemper /, ZUls.

Thank you,
Allison

Allison Timberlake, Ph.D.

Deputy Superintendent for Assessment & Accountability
Georgia Department of Education

1554 Twin Towers East

205 Jesse Hill Jr. Drive, SE

Atlanta, GA 30334

{404) 463-6666

Connect with GaDOE

“Educating Georgia’s Future”

Confidentiality Notice: The information and any attachments in this Email are proprietary and strictly
confidential. It is intended solely for the use of the individual or entity named above. If the reader of
this message is not the intended recipient or agent, you are hereby notified that any disclosure,
copying, distributing, or taking of any action based on the contents is strictly prohibited and protected
by the law governing records confidentiality. If you received this communication in error, please notify
the sender and delete this communication.
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Fron

Date; NUVEITIRDE] L&, LRLO dL LU UL 9D MUY Lo

To: Allison Timbs

Cc: Anna Clifton

Subject: Support tor Georgia ESSA Waiver Hequest tor 1% Participation Cap for GAA

Dr. Timberlake,

On behalf of Carroliton City Schools, I would like to let you know that we support the ESSA
waiver request for 1% participation cap for GAA administration. The GAA enrollment in
Carrollton City Schools currently exceeds the 1% cap because a special program exists in our
system that has drawn large numbers of students with the most significant

disabilities. Families of students with the most significant cognitive disabilities move to the
Carrollton City School district specifically to receive specialized services due to the exceptional

special education services and supports provided. The GAA is a vital assessment for our
students that meet the criteria for administration. Thank you for your consideration as we
continue to administer the GAA for all students that meet the criteria, even if participation
exceeds 1%.

Thank You,

CARRKVLLIVIN LIIT SNV VLY
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Good Afternoon Ms. Timberlake,

| have read the information provided regarding the above mentioned subject matter, and | am wondering, if
the waiver that the article references, extends to the students that are, or will be moving to, or trying to move
to, co-taught classrooms? What is being done to better support that effort? | am unsure if this is a question
that needs to be posted as a response to the waiver, but if | do not ask, | will forever wonder.

Raaarde
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