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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
THE UNDER SECRETARY
March 19, 2004

The Honorable Suellen Reed

Superintendent of Education 

Indiana Department of Education

200 W. Washington St., Room 229

Indianapolis, Indiana 46204-2798

Dear Superintendent Reed:

This is to inform you that I have determined that Indiana has met all of its conditions for approval of its accountability plan with one exception.  The determination is based on the clarifications you provided in your letter of April 11, 2003, and in the final amended Indiana Accountability Workbook which indicates that the Indiana State Board of Education has approved revised regulations addressing (1) how adequate yearly progress (AYP) was incorporated into your accountability system, (2) the starting points based on the 2001-02 assessments, and (3) the use of a 99 percent confidence interval.  To address the remaining condition, Indiana has agreed (based on my clarification letter of September 5, 2003) to submit data to the Department on the impact of uniform averaging starting with the 2003-04 school year.  The condition regarding the submission of data on the effect of multi-year averaging on AYP determinations will remain in effect until data for multiple years is provided to determine its impact on schools making AYP.     

If, over time, Indiana makes changes to the approved accountability plan, you must submit information about those changes to the Department for approval, as required by 

section 1111(f)(2) of Title I.  Approval of Indiana’s accountability plan is not also an approval of Indiana’s standards and assessment system.  As Indiana makes changes in its standards and assessments to meet requirements under the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, you must submit information about those changes to the Department for peer review through the standards and assessment process.  

Please also be aware that approval of Indiana’s accountability plan for Title I does not mean that the plan complies with Federal civil rights requirements, including Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, and requirements under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act.

Thank you for the hard work required to reach this important milestone.  We look forward to working with you as you ensure that no child in Indiana is left behind.

                                                                           Sincerely,

                                                                           Raymond Simon
