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STATE OF TENNESSEE

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

6th FLOOR, ANDREW JOHNSON TOWER

710 JAMES ROBERTSON PARKWAY
NASHVILLE, TN 37243-0375


	TIMOTHY K. WEBB, Ed.D.

COMMISSIONER


May 1, 2008

Assistant Secretary Kerri L. Briggs

U.S. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20202

Dear Dr. Briggs,

In response to the March 20, 2008, letter from Secretary Margaret Spellings to Chief State School Officers, Tennessee is submitting its NCLB Differentiated Accountability Pilot Program.  The Pilot Program will categorize Tennessee High Priority schools and systems for the purpose of determining appropriate sanctions and interventions to be implemented based on their specific identified risks.  In so doing, Tennessee will continue to follow the statutory AYP model per our approved Tennessee Accountability Workbook and will continue to use the federally accepted status names.

The Tennessee Department of Education would welcome the opportunity to collaborate with the U.S. Department of Education in ensuring our proposal addresses the “bright line principles” of NCLB so that we may ensure the continued meaningful reform for schools and systems to enable all students to be proficient in reading and mathematics by 2014.  

If you have any questions regarding Tennessee’s NCLB Differentiated Accountability Pilot Program, please contact Dr. Connie J. Smith, Executive Director for the Office of Assessment and Accountability at 615-532-4703 or via e-mail at connie.j.smith@state.tn.us.  

Thank you for your consideration of Tennessee’s proposal.

Sincerely,
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Timothy K. Webb, Ed.D.

Commissioner

TKW:ld

Enclosure

_1271066643.bin

