Attachment #6

South Carolina’s Office of Educator Quality

Providing High-Quality Professional Development

The State’s certificate renewal system ensures that all teachers receive high-quality professional development that supports their current professional growth and development plans. A South Carolina educator's professional certificate is valid for five years. In order to be eligible for certificate renewal, the educator must earn a minimum of 120 renewal credits that 

· directly relate to the educator's professional growth and development plan; 

· support the goals of the employing public school district; and 

· promote student achievement, as required by State Board of Education Regulation 43-205.1, Assisting, Developing, and Evaluating Professional Teaching and Regulation 43-165.1, Program for Assisting, Developing, and Evaluating Principal Performance.

The State supports initiatives to make high-quality professional development accessible to all districts, schools, and individual teachers. South Carolina supports many face-to-face and on-line opportunities for teachers to increase their subject matter knowledge and to become highly qualified. (Web links are provided as resources for additional information.)

South Carolina: Teaching, Learning, and Connecting is a SCDE Web resource with South Carolina’s standards as its core. It provides teachers with a fully searchable database of South Carolina standards, lesson plans, and professional development and assessment resources as well as a lesson plan builder, Slate. The objectives for Slate include the following: 

1. build high quality lessons/units aligned to the South Carolina standards,

2. store and share lessons/units,

3. serve as a professional development resource to assist teachers in identifying and developing the components of a standards-based lesson/unit,

4. save and edit lessons/units in teachers’ own personnel workspace, and

5. obtain a peer review and evaluation of a lesson/unit plan using specific criteria.

South Carolina Educational Television (SCETV) provides access to the PBS TeacherLine, which offers professional development through standards-based courses, supportive and collaborative learning communities, and exemplary Internet-based resources. More than 90 courses, developed by leading educational producers in alignment with national standards, focus on mathematics, reading, instructional technology, instructional strategies, science, and curriculum mapping. Courses are facilitated by specially trained educators, combining the best of face-to-face professional development with the best of online instructional design.

The South Carolina Partnership for Distance Education is a collaborative organization with the purpose of increasing access to education for all the State’s citizens through the use of technology. Its members include public and independent higher education institutions, preK-12 school districts, public libraries, governmental agencies, businesses and industries, and health care organizations. All of these groups are involved in developing and utilizing distance education courses. The new digital capabilities allow all of the partners to maximize resources through a “PreK - Lifetime” approach.

The South Carolina Reading Initiative, administered by the Governor’s Institute of Reading, is an intensive staff development effort carried out through study groups of teachers and administrators in participating schools across the State. Led by a literacy coach, teams meet to conduct systematic inquiry into reading research and practice and to discuss related issues and questions that arise in their classrooms. The initiative’s major goals include developing structures within individual schools so that educators can engage in an independent and ongoing process of change.

The SCDE Office of Curriculum and Standards provides statewide leadership for Reading First, a national initiative to help every young child become a successful reader. Its goals include staff development that enables and motivates teachers to understand and implement scientifically-based reading programs, strategies, skills, and assessments in their classrooms.

Because South Carolina is one of sixteen participating states in the Southern Regional Education Board (SREB), residents may participate in the SREB Academic Common Market/Electronic Campus for distance learning programs at significant savings. The Teacher Center is an SREB-State online resource for educators.

State and federal funds support projects and services, as described above, that address the needs of teachers who are not highly qualified. Title II, Part A state-level activity monies partially fund Project CREATE. Title II, Part A administrative funds support the ML-TEACH initiative. State funds support related initiatives that include PACE and Troops to Teachers. The State reimburses application expenses and pays stipends to teachers who attain National Board Certification. The S.C. Commission on Higher Education works in conjunction with DEQL to identify priorities and criteria for funding the Improving Teacher Quality State Grants to State Agencies for Higher Education (SAHEs). The Commission administers the application and review process and provides technical assistance to grantees.

The Education Lottery Teaching Scholarships, funded through the South Carolina Education Lottery Act, support classroom teachers in their efforts to improve their content knowledge by completing coursework and degree programs. Teachers who hold a professional certificate and teach in the public schools of the state are awarded grants not to exceed $1000 per year to attend the state’s public and independent colleges and universities for the purposes of upgrading existing core content area skills or obtaining a master’s degree in the teacher’s core content area. The enabling legislation prioritizes these fields by stipulating that if there are insufficient funds in the education lottery account to provide the grant to each eligible recipient for a particular year, priority must be given to those classroom teachers whose teaching areas are critical need subject areas as defined by the State Board of Education.

