
May 2, 2008

Secretary of Education Margaret Spelling

U.S. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, S.W.
Washington, DC 20202
Dear Secretary Spellings:

Arkansas is pleased to submit a proposal to participate in the pilot program for Differentiated Accountability under No Child Left Behind. You will find evidence in our plan that Arkansas meets all criteria to be considered for participation and has created a thoughtful approach to both differentiate between schools and apply appropriate interventions and consequences to increase achievement.  As one of the first seven states approved to use the Growth Model for NCLB calculations, we know that enhancements such as these strengthen the goals of raising every student to the level of proficiency.

Arkansas’ plan entails putting schools into five categories with schools that are the most chronically-underperforming receiving the most all-encompassing, prescribed system of interventions.  Schools in which certain subgroups are not meeting adequate yearly progress will undergo targeted interventions aimed directly at those needing additional support to reach grade level.  By targeting efforts and resources to where they are needed, we believe we will much more effectively change patterns of low performance in schools across the state.

Thank you for consideration of Arkansas’ proposal. We look forward to hearing from the peer reviewers and providing any necessary information or assistance.

Sincerely,
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T. Kenneth James, Ed.D.

Arkansas Commissioner of Education
