April 15, 2003

Dear (CSSO): 

The purpose of this letter is to transmit guidance for the May 1, 2003, Consolidated State Application submission.  As was described in the Spring 2002 Consolidated State Application Package, States' submissions of their Consolidated Applications have been divided into multiple submissions and information requests. 

The information States are to provide in their May 1, 2003, consolidated applications is described in the attached workbook.  It excludes (1) the information that States were required to submit in their January 31, 2003, Accountability Workbooks, (2) the information States are to provide for Goal 5 (All students will graduate from high school), and (3) the information States are to provide regarding their objectives for student development and attainment of English proficiency.  Specifically:

(1) Accountability Workbooks.
 States are expected to submit any outstanding


accountability workbook information at the time and in the manner established by


the Department.

(2) Goal 5 baseline data and targets.  The Department is considering publishing an amendment to the Consolidated State Application regulations to require States to use the same definition for graduation rate that has been approved by the Department as part of the State’s Accountability Plan under Title I, Part A of the ESEA.  Therefore the submission date for baseline data and targets for Goal 5 is changed from May to September 2003. 

(3) English Proficiency Objectives.   Since many States have indicated that they will not have objectives related to student development and attainment of English proficiency by May, the Department is deferring submission of the objectives until September 2003. 
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A more detailed explanation of these changes, and the remaining requirements appears on pages 2 and 3 of the attached workbook for the May 1, 2003, submission.

We also correct an error in the application page.  The 2002 application package indicated that performance targets for non-AYP indicators would be due in May 2003.  It should have stated that both targets and baseline data for non-AYP indicators would be due in September 2003.

The Department has developed a workbook format to facilitate State's preparation and submission of their May 1, 2003, Consolidated Application submissions.  States may use this format or another format of their choosing provided that all required information is provided in a clear and concise manner.  

If you have any questions about this May 1, 2003, submission, please do not hesitate to call or email Celia Sims at 202-260-7758 / celia.sims@ed.gov or Sylvia Wright at 

202-260-3778 / sylvia.wright@ed.gov.   

Sincerely,

Eugene W. Hickok

Enclosure

