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National and Programmatic Accreditors 
Summary of Student Achievement Standards (January 2017)
Standards may change following the reporting of information below.
34 CFR 602.16 requires “that accrediting agency (accreditor) standards effectively address the quality of the institution or program in regards to success with respect to student achievement in relation to the institution’s mission, which may include different standards for different institutions or programs, as established by the institution, including, as appropriate, consideration of course completion, State licensing examination, and job placement rates.” The table below is a summary of the “Student Achievement Standards” established by each of the accreditors
 recognized by the U.S. Department of Education.  Information in the table was taken directly from each accreditor’s website.  Accreditors compare the information from the institutions and/or programs with the institution or program’s student achievement standards to help determine if further action should be taken.
National Accreditors
	Accreditor
	Considers these specific outcomes

	Sets minimum requirements
	Reviews with this frequency


	Accrediting Commission of Career Schools and Colleges
	Graduation rate & employment rate
Exam pass rate
	Not less than one standard deviation from comparable schools 

70%
	Annual Report and Accreditation Review (will not exceed two years for initial accreditation, full accreditation is a maximum of five years, but may be less at the discretion of the Commission.)

	Accrediting Council for Continuing Education and Training
	Completion rate

Placement rate

Licensure exam pass rate^
	67%

70%

National/State average
	Annual Report and Accreditation Review (varies, will not exceed five years)

	Council on Occupational Education
	Completion rate

Placement rate

Licensure exam pass rate^
	60%

70%

70%
	Annual Report and Accreditation Review (varies between two-six years)

	Distance Education Accrediting Commission 
	Average Graduation Benchmarks


	2016-2017 Benchmarks by Credential:
-Distance Education: Average 32
-Correspondence/Competency-Based-Average *
-Bachelor Average: 43
-Master’s Average: 54
-1st Professional Average: 73
-Doctorate Average: 40
-Non Degrees Average 60
	Accreditation Review (initial accreditation is for three years, after that it is five years)

	National Accrediting Commission of Career Arts and Science
	Completion rate

Licensure pass rate

Placement rate
	50%
70%
60%
	Accreditation Review (varies between three-six years maximum)

	Transnational Association of Christian Colleges and Schools
	Outcomes explained in Benchmark of Excellence
	Exceeds, meets, or falls below expectations
	Accreditation Review (varies) 


Programmatic Accreditors

	Accreditor
	Considers these specific outcomes

	Sets minimum requirements
	Reviews with this frequency


	Accrediting Bureau of Health Education Schools
	Retention rate

Exam participation rate
^

Exam pass rate^

Placement rate
	70%

70%

70%

70%
	Accreditation Review (Varies, but should not extend beyond six years)

	Accreditation Commission for Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine
	Retention rate

Graduation rate
	65%

50%
	Accreditation Review (maximum length does not exceed seven years)

	Accreditation Commission for Education in Nursing
	Licensure rate
	Must be at or above the national mean
	Initial accreditation of a nursing program is granted when the program demonstrates compliance with all Accreditation Standards. Next review shall be in five years.

The maximum amount of time between continuing accreditation cycles shall be eight years

	Accreditation Commission for Midwifery Education
	Certification pass rate
	The institution is responsible for assessing student outcomes.
	Accreditation Review (after first five years, should not exceed 10 years)

	Accreditation Council for Education in Nutrition and Dietetics
	Completion rate

Employment rate

Exam pass rate
	Programs establish completion rate and employment rate targets.  Accreditor sets pass rate:  80% for RDN exam; 70% for NDTR exam
	Accreditation Review (not to exceed seven years) 

	Accreditation Council for Occupational Therapy Education
	Credential exam pass rate
	70%
	Accreditation Review (at least every seven years)

	Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Education
	Placement rate
	Standards set for the program at the institution
	Accreditation Review (not to exceed eight years) 

	Accreditation Council on Optometric Education
	Licensure exam pass rate
Graduation rate
	Data determined by the program at the institution
	Accreditation Review (does not exceed eight years)

	American Bar Association
	Licensure exam pass rate
	70%
	Accreditation Review (fully accredited schools are not to exceed every seven years)

	American Board of Funeral Service Education
	Licensure exam pass rate
Graduation rate
	60%

Collect data but no requirement
	Accreditation Review (varies, three years for initial accreditation, may be longer following this for renewal, depending on institution status)

	American Osteopathic Association
	Placement rate
	98%
	Accreditation review (typically seven years, unless specified)

	American Psychological Association
	Attrition Rate

Internship Acceptance Rate

Licensure Rate
	7%

50%

No minimum requirement
	Annual Report

Accreditation Review (at least every seven years)

	American Speech Language Hearing Association 
	Completion rate
Employment rate
Praxis exam rate
	At least 80% of students must have completed the program within the program’s published time frame, as averaged over the three most recent completed academic years. This applies to both the Employment Rate and the Praxis Exam Rate.
	Accreditation Review (candidacy status may be held for no longer than five years, subject to approval of the progress reports.

Initial accreditation for a maximum of five years, subject to annual review.

Reaccreditation is awarded for a maximum of eight years, subject to annual review)

	American Veterinary Medical Association
	Pass rates for NAVLE
	80%
	Accreditation Review (not to exceed seven years)

	Association for Biblical Higher Education
	No specific outcomes, review of success with respect to student achievement is mostly based on qualitative factors
	N/A
	Accreditation Review (at least every ten years)

	Association for Clinical Pastoral Education
	No specific outcomes, review of success with respect to student achievement is mostly based on qualitative 
	N/A
	Accreditation Review (varies, may be a five-year or ten-year review depending on the type of center)

	Association of Advanced Rabbinical and Talmudic Schools (No Website)
	Set at the institutional level
	N/A
	Accreditation Review  (varies)

	Association of Theological Schools
	Standards vary, dependent upon the degree
	N/A
	Accreditation Review (candidate status is granted for a period of two years. By special action of the Board of Commissioners, candidacy may be extended for one year at a time, but in no case may candidacy extend beyond a total of five years.

Full accreditation status is granted for a period no longer than seven years)

	Commission on Accreditation in Physical Therapy Education
	Credential exam pass rate

Employment rate

Graduation rate
	80%

94%-97%, differs based on program

60%-80%, differs based on program
	Accreditation Review  (at least every ten years)

	Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education
	Completion rate

Licensure rate

Certification rate

Employment rate
	70%

80%

80%

70%
	Accreditation Review (up to five years for initial accreditation and up to ten years for continuing accreditation) and Continuous Improvement Progress Report (submitted at the midpoint of the term of accreditation)

	Commission on Dental Accreditation
	Licensure exam pass rate
	Variable, based on field of study, very low attrition rates (<1%)
	Accreditation Review (routinely visited every seven years)

	Commission on English Language Program Accreditation  
	Standards are appropriate to the program
	N/A
	Accreditation Review (not to exceed ten years)

	Commission on Massage Therapy Accreditation
	Completion rate

Placement rate

Licensure rate
	Variable, based on field of study
	Accreditation Review (accreditation may be granted for a period no longer than seven years.)

	Council on Accreditation of Nurse Anesthesia Educational Programs
	Graduation rate

Exam pass rate

Employer satisfaction
	80%
80%
80%
	Accreditation Review (the Council uses the following guidelines and accompanying criteria for awarding continued accreditation. History of a program's partial and/or noncompliance of the standards may have an impact on the Council's decision to request a program’s evaluations before the midpoint of the accreditation cycle.) 

Ten years:

Compliance (no areas of concern). 

Eight years:

Substantial compliance (no areas of critical weakness). 

Six years:

Minor deficits exist (no areas of critical weakness) and/or earlier review indicated based on recently corrected deficiencies or a history of recurrent problems. 

Four years: 

Plans to correct substantial deficits and/or areas of critical weakness are in place. 

Two years: 

1) Substantial deficits exist and remain unresolved, and/or 

2) A question of program stability has been raised, and/or 

3) Multiple areas of noncompliance or critical weaknesses remain unresolved)

	Council on Chiropractic Education
	Exam pass rate -Performance on the NBCE Part I, II, II, & IV Examinations - 
The overall weighted average of the four (4) most recent years’ NBCE Parts I, II, III, and IV Exam success rates must not be less than 80%.

Completion rate - At least 70% of entering students must complete the DCP within 150% of the time normally designated for completion of the degree. Students transferring from another accredited DCP will be included in this calculation.

	80%

70%
	Accreditation Review (not to exceed eight years)

	Council on Education for Public Health
	Graduation rate

Placement rate
	70% (baccalaureate & master’s), 60% (doctoral) 

80% 
	Accreditation Review (initial accreditation for a maximum of five years, up to seven years after that)

	Council on Naturopathic Medical Education
	NPLEX pass rate
	70%
	Accreditation Review (not to exceed seven years)

	Council on Podiatric Medical Education, American Podiatric Medical Association
	Graduation rate

Licensure rate
	Calculated based on Average
Part 1-75%
Part 2-80%
	Accreditation Review (not to exceed eight years)

	Joint Review Committee on Education in Radiologic Technology
	Placement rate

Exam pass rate
	75%

75%
	Accreditation Review (at least every eight years)

	Liaison Committee on Medical Education
	Graduation rate

Residency placement rate

Licensure pass rate
	Standards are set relative to the medical education program
	Accreditation Review (does not exceed eight years)

	Midwifery Education Accreditation Council
	Retention rate

Completion rate

Certification pass rate
	60%

40%

70%
	Accreditation Review (not to exceed five years)

	Montessori Accreditation Council for Teacher Education
	Graduation rates
Placement rates
	Standards are established by each program and reported as such
	Accreditation Review (varies)

	National Association of Schools of

Art and Design

	Institutions are required to ensure that students gain knowledge and skills, and develop required competencies, as specified by level of study, degree type, and degree major.
	N/A
	Accreditation Review 

The maximum review period is every ten years.

The initial period of accreditation for all institutions is five years.

For developing institutions, a second period of accreditation of five years is required.

Ongoing compliance with student achievement standards is reviewed through the submission of Annual Reports.

	National Association of Schools of Dance
	Institutions are required to ensure that students gain knowledge and skills, and develop required competencies, as specified by level of study, degree type, and degree major.
	N/A
	Accreditation Review 
The maximum review period is every ten years.

The initial period of accreditation for all institutions is five years.

For developing institutions, a second period of accreditation of five years is required.

Ongoing compliance with student achievement standards is reviewed through the submission of Annual Reports

	National Association of Schools of Music
	Institutions are required to ensure that students gain knowledge and skills, and develop required competencies, as specified by level of study, degree type, and degree major.
	N/A
	Accreditation Review 
The maximum review period is every ten years.

The initial period of accreditation for all institutions is five years.

For developing institutions, a second period of accreditation of five years is required.

Ongoing compliance with student achievement standards is reviewed through the submission of Annual Reports.

	National Association of Schools of Theatre
	Institutions are required to ensure that students gain knowledge and skills, and develop required competencies, as specified by level of study, degree type, and degree major.
	N/A
	Accreditation Review 
The maximum review period is every ten years.

The initial period of accreditation for all institutions is five years.

For developing institutions, a second period of accreditation of five years is required.

Ongoing compliance with student achievement standards is reviewed through the submission of Annual Reports


� Note: The nationally recognized state approval agencies for public postsecondary vocational education (4) and for nurse education (5) are not included within this chart, as the applicable regulations under 34 CFR 603 differ from those that apply to accreditors.


� Each accreditor calculates outcomes using different definitions (e.g. over different period of time, different numerator and/or denominator, length of cohort, etc.). Please consult the accreditor’s website directly for information about the methodology they use for the calculations of the rates that they monitor.


� Each accreditor must demonstrate that it has and effectively applies a set of monitoring and evaluation approach through periodic reporting under 34 CFR 602.19(b).  


� Each accreditor calculates outcomes using different definitions (e.g. over different period of time, different numerator and/or denominator, length of cohort, etc.). Please consult the accreditor’s website directly for information about the methodology they use for the calculations of the rates that they monitor.


� Each accreditor must demonstrate that it has and effectively applies a set of monitoring and evaluation approach through periodic reporting under 34 CFR 602.19(b).  


� ^ means “if applicable to program of study.”
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