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Preface

The 29th Annual Report to Congress on the Implementation of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, 2007( follows the 2006—i.e., the 28th annual report—in sequence. The 29th Annual Report to Congress is, however, the first to have three volumes. In the 28th and previous editions, vol. 2 consisted of data tables and data notes for Parts B and C. With the 2007 or 29th annual report, vol. 2 now contains only Part B data tables and data notes and vol. 3 contains data tables and data notes for Part C.

Vol. 1 presents a picture of how children and students are being served under the law nationwide and provides profiles of individual states’ special education environments and early intervention settings. It also includes tables of states rank-ordered by their reported data on exiting, dropouts, educational environments and early intervention services and settings. Lastly, it contains abstracts of research projects funded by the National Center for Special Education Research and other studies and evaluations for assessing the implementation and effectiveness of key programs and activities supported under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).
Vols. 2 and 3 of the 29th Annual Report to Congress consist of tables that also were compiled from data provided by the states. Such data are required under the law. In fact, the collection and analysis of these data are the primary means by which the Office of Special Education Programs monitors activities under IDEA, thereby helping to ensure the free appropriate public education of all children with disabilities.

Data tables in vol. 2 cover a multitude of topics regarding states’ implementation of IDEA, Part B; data tables in vol. 3 cover a multitude of topics regarding states’ implementation of IDEA, Part C. In the analysis of data presented in vol. 1, there are frequent references to specific tables in vols. 2 and 3 as sources. In that sense, vols. 2 and 3 can be used as appendices to vol. 1.

However, the tables in vols. 2 and 3 provide much more extensive data than are referenced in vol. 1. As such, they may be used by anyone interested in doing further analysis of state activities funded under IDEA.

Data Sources Used in This Report

The text and graphics contained in the 29th Annual Report to Congress were developed primarily from 2004/2005 data
 in the Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) Data Analysis System (DANS). DANS is a repository for all the data mandated by the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) to be collected from states annually. These data include the number of infants and toddlers being served under Part C of IDEA and the settings in which they receive program services as well as their transition at age 3 out of Part C. The states also report early intervention services provided to this population. For Part B, states report the number of children and students who are being served, the educational environments in which they receive education, disciplinary actions that affect them, information on their exiting the program and the personnel providing educational services to them. As they have in previous years, most states submitted 2004/2005 data used in this report to OSEP, which places such data in DANS. However, with the 2004/2005 data collection, several states submitted data held in DANS through EDFacts, a U.S. Department of Education initiative to consolidate the collection of kindergarten through grade 12 education program information about states, districts and schools. OSEP is part of this initiative and is in the process of transitioning data collection that is required under IDEA, Section 618, to EDFacts. The transition began with EDFacts’ receipt of certain 2004–05 and 2005 Part B data from certain states. This transition did not, however, involve any of the 2004, 2004–05 or 2005 Part C data presented in vol. 3 of the 29th annual report.
All Part B and Part C data submitted by states to OSEP, whether via EDFacts or DANS, are stored in DANS. Data in the DANS database are not accessible by the public. DANS data used in this report are tabulated from data collection forms; they are not published reports. All federal data collection forms must be approved by the Office of Management and Budget (OMB). The OMB approval number for each of the forms is provided in the source citation. Note that Part B and Part C data submitted via DANS or EDFacts are based on the same data collection forms. For more information on IDEA, Part B and Part C data collections, data handling and verification procedures and tables produced from those data, go to www.ideadata.org.
A number of table titles refer to fall of a particular year, and the corresponding source notes indicate that the data were updated as of July 17, 2006 (same is true for source figures and tables in vols. 1 and 2). This is because much of the Part C and Part B data included in this report are snapshots of the database maintained by DANS. OSEP permits states to update data as necessary after original state submissions; however, snapshots are used to prepare analyses for the annual reports to Congress. The use of snapshots ensures that the data are not revised while reports are being produced, thereby ensuring consistency of data in presentations and analyses throughout each report. Use of data snapshots also facilitates the Department of Education review process. Certain other categories of data (e.g., Part C exiting) are collected over the course of a year. Additional tables and data related to these data collections are available at www.ideadata.org.
State-reported data from DANS for Part C used in this report consist of the following:

	Data category
	Collection date
	Date due to OSEP

	Child Count
	Dec. 1, 2005*
	Feb. 1, 2006

	Program Settings
	Dec. 1, 2004
	Nov. 1, 2005

	Early Intervention Services
	Dec. 1, 2004
	Nov. 1, 2005

	Exiting
	Cumulative, state-determined 12-month reporting period, 2004–05
	Nov. 1, 2005


*Iowa and Maryland used the last Friday in October 2005 as the reference date for reporting these data.

Note to reader: Within these categories of data listed above are various subcategories of data, some of which require detailed descriptors.
 These descriptors are italicized when references are made within text or notes in order to clarify that the reference is to a grouping of data. In table titles, this rule is not followed, with one exception. In sets of tables in which the distinguishing factor is a subcategory of data, that subcategory is italicized in order to highlight the variable for the reader. Such sets of tables appear throughout vol. 3.

In addition to data from DANS, vol. 3 contains data from the U.S. Census Bureau that were used in preparing this report (see appendix B). Specifically, Census Bureau data were used to determine percentages for the snapshots of data mentioned previously (e.g., table 6-9). The access date given in the footnote of such a table goes back in time to when data were originally gathered for preparing the table. Below is a brief description of this source. 

U.S. Census Bureau

Each year, the Population Estimates Program of the U.S. Census Bureau publishes estimates of the resident population for each state and county. Members of the Armed Forces on active duty stationed outside the United States, military dependents living abroad and other U.S. citizens living abroad are not included in these estimates. These population estimates are produced by age, sex, race and Hispanic origin. The state population estimates are solely the sum of the county population estimates. The reference date for county estimates is July 1.

Estimates are used as follows: (1) in determining federal funding allocations, (2) in calculating percentages for vital rates and per capita time series, (3) as survey controls, and (4) in monitoring recent demographic changes. With each new issue of July 1 estimates, the estimates for prior years are revised back to the last census. Previously published estimates are superseded and archived. See the Census Bureau’s document Estimates and Projections Area Documentation: State and County Total Population Estimates for more information about how population estimates are produced (http://www.census.gov/
popest/topics/methodology/2005_st_co_meth.html, last accessed Oct. 19, 2010). More information about the U.S. Census Bureau can be found at http://www.census.gov (last accessed Oct. 19, 2010).

Notes Concerning the Data Tables That Follow
The following will assist users of this volume:

1. The term state is used for column labels in vol. 3 tables to represent the 50 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico and the outlying areas of American Samoa, Guam, the Northern Mariana Islands and the Virgin Islands. 

2. Tables that show the percentage of children served based on population data do not include percentages for the four outlying areas. Population data tables include Puerto Rico except when cross-tabulated by race/ethnicity. For the tables in vol. 3, the U.S. Census’ annual population estimates exclude residents of the four outlying areas. Annual population estimates by race/ethnicity exclude residents of Puerto Rico and the four outlying areas. The decennial census (last collected in 2000, under way again in 2010) includes residents of Puerto Rico and the four outlying areas. The unavailability of population data results in an inability to calculate associated percentages.
3. Two national rows are included at the bottom of most tables in the report. The first, “50 states and DC,” includes just the 50 states and the District of Columbia. The second, “U.S. and outlying areas,” includes the 50 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico and the four outlying areas. 

4. Available on the Web at http://www.ideadata.org are several documents that can provide important background information to these materials. Prior to making any state-to-state comparisons, please consult the posted Data Dictionary, Fact Sheets and Data Notes (Part C Data Notes for 2004–05 are included in appendix A of vol. 3).

5. Beginning with the 2003–04 data, the data tables contain cells in which the numbers are suppressed. Certain data are suppressed to limit disclosure of information consistent with federal law, which, according to 34 CFR 99.35(b)(1) “requires that information collected by the Secretary under this authority [34 CFR 99.31(a)(3)(iii) and 99.35 ] be protected in a manner that does not permit personal identification of individuals by anyone except those officials [i.e., authorized representatives of the Secretary in connection with an audit or evaluation of Federal or State supported education programs, or for the enforcement of or compliance with Federal legal requirements which relate to those programs].”

It is the policy of the U.S. Department of Education (Department) to be consistent with the provisions of privacy statutes. Each office in the Department has different purposes for its data collections. Therefore, each office develops its own approach to data presentation that ensures the protection of privacy while meeting the purposes of the data collection and the Department’s Information Quality Guidelines. The guidelines were developed as required by the Office of Management and Budget.

In preparing this report, the Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) determined that certain numbers (cells) in the tables that follow would be suppressed in order to prevent the identification of children and students through data publication. With the exception of the all-disability totals for age groups in this report, all counts of fewer than five children, including counts of zero children—i.e., all counts of zero through four—are suppressed. Additional cells are suppressed when necessary to prevent the calculation of another suppressed cell. However, national totals in tables broken down by state are not suppressed. 

6. Since cell suppression was new beginning with the 28th Annual Report to Congress, the reader may experience some difficulty comparing data across years because small cells are suppressed and data trends are less apparent. In addition, cell suppression affected some tables, such as tables that present multiple variables, more heavily than others. Usefulness of tables more heavily affected by cell suppression (e.g., tables 6-10a through 6-10e) must be balanced against children’s and students’ right to privacy. Since the tables in this report were prepared, OSEP has explored alternative cell suppression treatments in order to reduce suppressed cells in future reports. Check http://www.ideadata.org for the latest tables in which all counts of fewer than five children, excluding counts of zero—i.e., all counts of one through four—are suppressed, except for all disability totals.
7. The suppression of numerical data in vol. 3 tables results in inability to calculate associated percentages.

8. Discrepancies in total counts of infants and toddlers served under Part C among different data categories reflect variations in numbers as reported by the states for the various categories and subcategories of data. (For a complete list of data categories and subcategories, see table A-1 in appendix A.)

(	The year in the title reflects the U.S. Department of Education’s target year for submitting the report to Congress.


� 	For collection dates of 2004/2005 Part C data, see chart on next page.


�	The list of data categories and subcategories for Part C is found at the beginning of the Part C Data Notes (appendix A).






