Section III.

Rank-Order Tables

Introduction to Rank-Order Tables

All of the following tables contain two elements requiring explanation.

National Baseline row shows the data for the nation as a whole. For this row, the percent value is calculated from the data for all states and outlying areas combined. It is not an average of the state percent values.

DIF column shows the difference between a state’s percent value and the National Baseline percent value.

On most of these tables, states are ranked on their DIF value. That is, they are ranked according to how different their percentage value is from the percentage value for the nation as a whole.

Some of the tables show state data trends. These tables are ordered by state name. They are not ranked because there is a different value for every year.

Some of the tables include trend data, with states ranked on the percent change column. Percent change is the percent difference between the current percent value and the percent value in the baseline year. It is measured relative to the size of the baseline year’s value.

