WAIVER FOR EXPENSES TO EXCEED $500,000 

FOR A SINGLE CONFERENCE

Requested By:  James W. Runcie, Chief Operating Officer

Office:  Federal Student Aid (FSA)
Conference Title:  FSA Training Conference

Conference Date:  November 29 – December 2, 2016
Conference Location:  Eastern United States.  Location to be Determined
Estimated Total Cost:  The total cost of the 2016 FSA Training Conference is estimated to exceed $500,000.  This conference will serve an estimated 6,000 financial aid professionals representing approximately 2,000 schools.  This conference will still require approval through the normal conference expenditures review process.   
Exceptional Circumstances:  FSA’s annual Training Conference is one component of a larger comprehensive training program for schools participating in the Higher Education Act Title IV programs.  FSA provides a variety of training opportunities to the higher education community, including webinars and online training; staff presentations at state, regional, and national conferences; training workshops conducted at FSA’s Regional Training Facilities across the U.S. and in Puerto Rico; and face-to-face training at events such as the annual FSA Training Conference.  Given the growth and size of the federal student aid programs and the recent changes in student aid policies, ED believes that face-to-face, hands-on technical assistance and training is critical at this time to support schools participating in these programs in order to manage taxpayer resources properly.  The schools participating in the conference are responsible for packaging and disbursing approximately $100 billion in annual Title IV aid.  
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