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	Strategic Goal 1 

	Discretionary 

	ESRA, Part E 

	Document Year 2010 Appropriation: $ 

	CFDA 
	84.324: Special Education_Research and Innovation to Improve Services and Results for Children with Disabilities 


	Program Goal: 
	Transform Education into an evidence-based field. 


	



	Objective 1 of 2: 
	Raise the quality of research funded or conducted by the Department. 


	Measure 1.1 of 8: The percentage of new research proposals funded by the Department's National Center for Special Education Research that receive an average score of excellent or higher from an independent review panel of qualified scientists.   (Desired direction: increase)   1940 

	Year 
	Target 
	Actual
(or date expected) 
	Status 

	2006 
	Set a Baseline 
	89 
	Target Met 

	2007 
	90 
	100 
	Target Exceeded 

	2008 
	90 
	72 
	Did Not Meet Target 


Frequency of Data Collection: Annual 

	Measure 1.2 of 8: Of new studies of efficacy and effectiveness funded by the Department's National Center for Special Education Research, the percentage that employ research designs that meet evidence standards of the What Works Clearinghouse.   (Desired direction: increase)   000040 

	Year 
	Target 
	Actual
(or date expected) 
	Status 

	2007 
	90 
	100 
	Target Exceeded 

	2008 
	90 
	100 
	Target Exceeded 


Frequency of Data Collection: Annual 

	Measure 1.3 of 8: The minimum number of IES-supported interventions with evidence of efficacy in improving reading, writing, or language outcomes for students with disabilities.   (Desired direction: increase)   89a0o5 

	Year 
	Target 
	Actual
(or date expected) 
	Status 

	2009 
	1 
	1 
	Target Met 

	2010 
	3 
	(October 2010) 
	Pending 

	2011 
	6 
	(October 2011) 
	Pending 

	2012 
	11 
	(October 2012) 
	Pending 

	2013 
	13 
	(October 2013) 
	Pending 

	2014 
	15 
	(October 2014) 
	Pending 


Frequency of Data Collection: Annual 

Explanation. The data for this measure are based on What Works Clearinghouse (WWC) reviews of initial findings on interventions from IES research grants. WWC principal investigators will review these initial reports from IES-supported projects and evaluate them using the WWC published evidence standards to determine whether these findings meet the evidence standards and demonstrate a statistically significant positive effect in improving achievement outcomes in reading or writing for students with disabilities. As shown by WWC reviews of existing research on program effectiveness in reading/writing, few older studies meet the clearinghouse quality standards, and even fewer show statistically significant positive effects. The targets set for this measure were determined by identifying the number of NCSER-funded studies designed to test efficacy or effectiveness of interventions designed to improve reading, writing and language development outcomes of students with disabilities, and taking into account the anticipated time to completion of the studies. Reported numbers are cumulative. 

	Measure 1.4 of 8: The minimum number of IES-supported interventions with evidence of efficacy in improving school readiness outcomes for students with disabilities.   (Desired direction: increase)   89a0o6 

	Year 
	Target 
	Actual
(or date expected) 
	Status 

	2009 
	1 
	1 
	Target Met 

	2010 
	3 
	(October 2010) 
	Pending 

	2011 
	7 
	(October 2011) 
	Pending 

	2012 
	10 
	(October 2012) 
	Pending 

	2013 
	12 
	(October 2013) 
	Pending 

	2014 
	15 
	(October 2014) 
	Pending 

	2015 
	18 
	(October 2015) 
	Pending 


Frequency of Data Collection: Annual 

Explanation. The data for this measure are based on What Works Clearinghouse (WWC) reviews of initial findings on interventions from IES research grants. WWC principal investigators will review these initial reports from IES-supported projects and evaluate them using the WWC published evidence standards to determine whether these findings meet the evidence standards and demonstrate a statistically significant positive effect in improving achievement outcomes school readiness outcomes for students with disabilities. As shown by WWC reviews of existing research on program effectiveness in school readiness, few older studies meet the clearinghouse quality standards, and even fewer show statistically significant positive effects. The targets set for this measure were determined by identifying the number of NCSER-funded studies designed to test efficacy or effectiveness of interventions designed to improve school readiness outcomes for students with disabilities, and taking into account the anticipated time to completion of the studies. Reported numbers are cumulative. 

	Measure 1.5 of 8: The minimum number of IES-supported interventions with evidence of efficacy in improving behavior outcomes for students with disabilities.   (Desired direction: increase)   89a0o7 

	Year 
	Target 
	Actual
(or date expected) 
	Status 

	2009 
	1 
	1 
	Target Met 

	2010 
	3 
	(October 2010) 
	Pending 

	2011 
	5 
	(October 2011) 
	Pending 

	2012 
	7 
	(October 2012) 
	Pending 

	2013 
	10 
	(October 2013) 
	Pending 

	2014 
	12 
	(October 2014) 
	Pending 

	2015 
	15 
	(October 2015) 
	Pending 


Frequency of Data Collection: Annual 

Explanation. The data for this measure are based on What Works Clearinghouse (WWC) reviews of initial findings on interventions from IES research grants. WWC principal investigators will review these initial reports from IES-supported projects and evaluate them using the WWC published evidence standards to determine whether these findings meet the evidence standards and demonstrate a statistically significant positive effect in improving behavior outcomes for students with disabilities. The targets set for this measure were determined by identifying the number of NCSER-funded studies designed to test efficacy or effectiveness of interventions intended to improve behavior outcomes, and taking into account the anticipated time to completion of the studies. Reported numbers are cumulative. 

	Measure 1.6 of 8: The minimum number of individuals who have been or are being trained in IES-funded special education research training programs.   (Desired direction: increase)   89a0o8 

	Year 
	Target 
	Actual
(or date expected) 
	Status 

	2009 
	6 
	14 
	Target Exceeded 

	2010 
	15 
	(October 2010) 
	Pending 

	2011 
	45 
	(October 2011) 
	Pending 

	2012 
	85 
	(October 2012) 
	Pending 

	2013 
	125 
	(October 2013) 
	Pending 

	2014 
	165 
	(October 2014) 
	Pending 

	2015 
	215 
	(October 2015) 
	Pending 


Frequency of Data Collection: Annual 

Explanation. The number of individuals who receive fellowship support as participants in IES-funded pre-and post-doctoral research training programs will be obtained from grantee reports contained in the official grant files. These numbers are cross-checked and confirmed by cognizant program officers. The targets were set by determining the number of current training programs being supported, and the number of fellows grantees anticipated to be supported each year. Given the number of training programs funded to date, the rate of increase in the number of trainees is ambitious but attainable. 

	Measure 1.7 of 8: The minimum number of graduates of IES-supported special education research training programs who are employed in research positions. 

  (Desired direction: increase)   89a0o9 

	Year 
	Target 
	Actual
(or date expected) 
	Status 

	2013 
	10 
	(October 2013) 
	Pending 

	2014 
	30 
	(October 2014) 
	Pending 

	2015 
	60 
	(October 2015) 
	Pending 


Frequency of Data Collection: Annual 

Explanation. Beginning in 2013, directors of the research training programs will be asked to obtain and provide information to IES about the current employment of the individuals who have completed their programs. Specifically, program graduates will be asked to indicate whether they are employed in research positions. In addition, program participants and graduates will be asked to complete an annual survey administered by IES, in which they are asked to specify the type of work they are currently engaged in. Given that the number of fellows being trained in IES-funded special education programs as of 2009 is 14, anticipating that 10 will have completed their training programs and be in research positions by 2013 is an ambitious goal. 

	Measure 1.8 of 8: The average number of research grants administered per each research scientist employed in the National Center for Special Education Research.   (Desired direction: increase)   89a0oa 

	Year 
	Target 
	Actual
(or date expected) 
	Status 

	2009 
	20 
	24 
	Target Exceeded 

	2010 
	22 
	(October 2010) 
	Pending 

	2011 
	25 
	(October 2011) 
	Pending 

	2012 
	28 
	(October 2012) 
	Pending 

	2013 
	32 
	(October 2013) 
	Pending 

	2014 
	35 
	(October 2014) 
	Pending 

	2015 
	38 
	(October 2015) 
	Pending 


Frequency of Data Collection: Annual 

Explanation. The major function of IES grant making is to award funds for activities that are of high quality and that fit IES’ priorities. IES’ principal efficiency measure is the ratio of research staff to research grants. These data will be collected from the official grant files for the National Center for Special Education Research. 

	



	Objective 2 of 2: 
	Increase the relevance of our research in order to meet the needs of our customers. 


	Measure 2.1 of 1: The percentage of new research projects funded by the Department's National Center for Special Education Research that are deemed to be of high relevance by an independent review panel of qualified practitioners.   (Desired direction: increase)   1942 

	Year 
	Target 
	Actual
(or date expected) 
	Status 

	2006 
	Set a Baseline 
	50 
	Target Met 

	2007 
	55 
	79 
	Target Exceeded 

	2008 
	60 
	85 
	Target Exceeded 

	2009 
	65 
	Not Collected 
	Not Collected 

	2010 
	70 
	Not Collected 
	Not Collected 


Source. IES stopped collecting relevance information with the FY 2008 funded projects because it was dropped from GPRA indicators. GPRA indicators were replaced with PART measures. 

Frequency of Data Collection: Annual 
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