Community College Regional Summits

On October 5, 2010, the President and Dr. Biden convened the first White House Summit on Community Colleges.  The Summit brought together community college leaders, faculty and students, business leaders, philanthropic organizations; and other workforce development experts to discuss the role that community colleges play in our efforts to increase the number of college graduates and to prepare these graduates to lead the 21st century workforce.  The summit offered an opportunity to share strategies for meeting the President’s 2020 goal of America once again having the highest proportion of college graduates in the world.

The October Summit was just the beginning of this important conversation. While the Department recognizes the role that the Federal Government plays in higher education, we also know that states and institutions will be central to meeting the President’s 2020 goal.  The Secretary will be working with interested Governors to support State-led completion efforts.   We will also be building off of the White House Summit and engaging a variety of institutional representatives to identify best institutional practices to increase completion at community colleges through a series of four regional community college summits to be held February through April, 2011.  In addition, the Department will host a Community College Virtual Symposium during the last week in April, 2011, that will present findings of four issue briefs closely aligned with the topics of focus at the regional summits.    

The regional summits will be held as follows:

February  28

Community College of Philadelphia, Philadelphia, PA   
March 9 

Lone Star Community College District, Houston, TX

March 23

Ivy Tech Community College, Indianapolis, IN


April 15  

San Diego Community College District, San Diego, CA

Week of April 25
Community College Virtual Symposium 

The summits will be one- day events with 150 invited participants selected to ensure representation from community colleges, business, philanthropy, labor, state and local government, and students.  Each summit will follow essentially the same format and will have breakout sessions on a variety of topics.  Additionally, each site will have a more detailed focus on one of the following areas: serving military personnel, their families and veterans; supporting the transition of low-skilled adults into community college; rethinking developmental education, or creating sustainable business partnerships.  

The papers prepared for the White House Summit will be disseminated to Regional Summit participants.  Topics include: The Evolution of the Community College; Community College and Industry Partnerships; Expanding Apprenticeship; Student Support Services; Boosting College Completion at Community Colleges; Community College as a Pathway to Higher Education and Earnings; Developmental Education in Community Colleges; Financial Aid; Community College and High School Partnerships; Transfer Policy; Education Technology; Community College Support and Engagement of service members; Data Collection and Use at Community Colleges.

A morning plenary session will include remarks from the State’s Governor, the City’s Mayor, the President of the Community College, and a community college student.  Administration officials who may speak at one or more of the summits include Dr. Jill Biden; Education Secretary Arne Duncan; Education Under Secretary Martha Kanter; Admiral Michael Mullin; and others. 

Three “Completion Partners Panels” follow the opening remarks.  These panel discussions will focus on support for community colleges offered through Federal Agencies, Foundations, and Business and Industry. The panel presentations will be followed by lunch and a panel presentation of college presidents whose colleges are doing exceptional work in the topical area of focus at the particular summit. 

Following lunch and the panel presentations, five facilitated breakout sessions will be held on the following topics:  Secondary to Postsecondary and Two-to-Four-Year Transfer; Developmental Education; Industry Partnerships; Military Service Members and Their Families, and Regional Issues. Following the breakout sessions there will be a report-out, followed by closing remarks and a discussion of next steps.   

A reception sponsored by the host college will close each Summit.

The summits will be telecast and notes will be taken during the panel presentations, breakout sessions and report-outs.  A summary of the proceedings will be posted on the Department of Education’s website and shared with national community college organizations and associations.  

If you would like to submit your name for consideration as a participant at one of the Summits, please do so at regional.summit.2011@ed.gov  Please submit your name, title, organization; area of expertise related to one of the summit themes, phone number and e-mail address.  

