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What are the unique features of Cristo Rey regarding academic and workplace skills?

“Academic skills” at Cristo Rey are not particularly different from those at any other college preparatory school, except for the fact that to be admitted the student has to get along in two languages.  We are a dual language neighborhood school serving an immigrant population.  We tell our students that their ability to get along verbally in the street in both Spanish and English is a huge benefit to them for their future.  We tell them we want them not only to get along, but also to be grammatically proficient in both languages.  (The dual language aspect is not necessarily a characteristic of all Cristo Rey-type schools.)  The student must have maintained at least a C average in seventh and eighth grades in elementary school.  We require 2.0 GPA or better.

As for the workplace, all students at Cristo Rey must be 14 years old, the minimum age to obtain a work permit in the State of Illinois.  They also need to have documents, not to go to school but to hold a job.  We look for students who want what we have to offer.  They must show us they have the desire to attend a school that demands more of their efforts, time, attention and maturity.  They know before they come here that we are going to hold them to a higher standard.  Our students have to be “employable,” which is to say they have to have the maturity to work in an office environment with adults.  Any kind of an “attitude” is unacceptable.  We look for students who have enough confidence in themselves that they can tell their supervisor that they don’t understand something when such is the case.  So it may be that we cannot accept someone because they are too shy, too retiring or perhaps too used to having others do everything for them.

Does Cristo Rey have a particular postsecondary outcome that is preferred for its students?  What are they and why?

Our profile of the Cristo Rey graduate at graduation includes six characteristics that describe what we are about:  open to growth, religious, intellectually competent, loving, committed to justice and work-experienced.  Our goal is to prepare our students for the lifelong task of learning and of offering their gifts to the world around them.  The phrase we use is “Men and Women for Others,” which emphasizes the gospel values of love and selflessness, which will make the world a better place.        

From the very first day we remind all our students that we have high expectations for them, both now and for the future.  They know we are college preparatory and we operate from the assumption that all our students will continue their formation after secondary school.  The people they work with often are the ones who inadvertently help our students accept the fact that going on to college is a real possibility.  They will often question them, not whether or not they are going to go to college, but about what college they are planning to attend.  The fact that their parents are willing to pay for their education in a private school such as ours helps to guarantee the support they need at home for their future.  We have also found that universities are anxious to have students like ours.  There is no lack of scholarship opportunities available and we have some wonderful success stories like Notre Dame, Brown and Northwestern.  Of the 210 (72% of the total number) alumni/ae we are in touch with, 170 (81%) have either finished further degrees or are presently pursuing them.
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